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COW TTEE CALENDAR

OVERVI EW ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF FISH & GAME, SPORT AND HABI TAT
DI VISIONS, BY DIRECTOR KELLY HEPLER AND ACTING DI RECTOR KERRY
HOWARD

TAPES

03-7, SIDE(S) A& B

CHAI R PAUL SEATON convened the neeting of the House Speci al

Comrmittee on Fisheries at 8:32 a.m Present at the call to
or der wer e Representati ves Seat on, W son, Samnuel , and
Qut t enber g.

SUMVARY OF | NFORVATI ON

KERRY  HOWARD, Acting Director, Division of Habi t at and
Restoration, Alaska Departnent of Fish and Gane (ADF&G,
presented a brief verbal overview of the division. She stated
that the division is relatively small, with 117 positions, 18 of
which are currently not filled, and that these positions are
organized into three regional offices located in Juneau

Anchor age, and Fairbanks. Ms. Howard noted that one of the key
mandates of the division is to assist the comm ssioner of ADF&G
in protecting the state’s fish and wldlife habitat from
unnecessary disturbance or destruction. The division also
pronotes and maintains access to fish and wildlife resources for
commerci al, subsistence, and recreational users.
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M5. HOWMRD di scussed the major functions of the division, one of
which is the review of permt applications and project
pr oposal s. She said Title 16 of the Al aska Statues gives ADF&G
the responsibility to approve, deny, or condition permts for
various activities that affect fish, wldlife, and habitat
resour ces. Specifically, the division issues permts for
activities that affect anadronobus fish streans. The division
does this by wupdating and naintaining the Catalog of Wters
| nportant for Spawning, Rearing, or Mgration of Anadronous

Fi shes. The division is also responsible for permtting |and
use activities wthin ganme refuges, gane sanctuaries, and
critical habitat areas in the state. Anot her function of the

division is to provide detailed, area-specific information on
fish, wildlife, and their habitats to the Departnent of Natura
Resources’ |and use planning process. Ms. Howard said the
di vision participates in various planning prograns for petroleum
devel opment throughout the state.

KELLY HEPLER, Director, D vision of Sport Fi sh, Al aska
Departnent of Fish and Gane, presented an overview that focused
on the division's strategic plan. He nentioned that the
division's existing mssion is to protect and inprove the
state's recreational fisheries resources.

MR. HEPLER referred to the commttee packet and highlighted the
division's core values, included in the following Ilist: fish
stocks and their habitats should be managed for sustained yield,
managenment should be based on scientifically sound resource
assessnment; there should be a diverse utilization of fishery
resources; sport fishing activities have value and are socially
and economcally beneficial to the people of Al aska; there
should be an inforned and involved public based upon open and
honest comunication; all division staff are inportant, and
there should be a diverse, dedicated, and notivated staff that
exude professionalism and area offices and |ocal or area-based
managenent have val ue.

MR. HEPLER outlined the framework of the strategic plan, noting

specific goals, objectives, strategies, and outcones. He al so
menti oned the success of the award-w nning Honer Spit project,
stocked with fish for recreational use. M. Hepler told the

commttee of the managenent problem of losing staff to federa
agenci es because of the pay being 45 percent higher.

ROB BENTZ, Deputy Director, Dvision of Sport Fish, Al aska
Department of Fish and Game, in response to a question from
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Chair Seaton, gave a brief review of the state's different sport
fisheries. In addition to salnon, which had been enphasized
during the presentation, he said the division is involved wth
resi dent species work, research, and managenent on the foll ow ng
speci es: steel head, <cutthroat trout, rainbow trout, pike,
burbot, |ake trout, whitefish, and Arctic grayling.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

There were no announcemnents.
COW TTEE ACTI ON

The conmmittee took no action.
ADJ QURNMVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Speci al Commttee on Fisheries neeting was adjourned at
9:53 a.m

NOTE: The neeting was recorded and handwitten |log notes were
t aken. A copy of the tape(s) and log notes may be obtained by
contacting the House Records Ofice at State Capitol, Room 3,
Juneau, Alaska 99801 (rmailing address), (907) 465-2214, and
after adjournnment of the second session of the Twenty-Third
Al aska State Legislature this information nay be obtained by
contacting the Legislative Reference Library at (907) 465-3808.
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