HOUSE FI NANCE COWM TTEE
March 08, 2004
4: 08 PM

TAPE HFC 04 - 53, Side A
TAPE HFC 04 - 53, Side B
TAPE HFC 04 - 54, Side A

CALL TO ORDER

Co-Chair Harris called the House Finance Conmttee neeting
to order at 4:08 PM

VEMBERS PRESENT

Representative John Harris, Co-Chair
Representative Bill WIlIlianms, Co-Chair
Representative Kevin Meyer, Vice-Chair
Representative M ke Chenaul t
Representati ve Hugh Fate
Representative Ri chard Foster
Representative M ke Hawker

Represent ati ve Reggi e Joul e

VEMBERS ABSENT

Representative Eric Croft

Representative Carl Mses

Representative Bill Stoltze

ALSO PRESENT

Representati ve Bet h Kerttul a; Representati ve Bruce

Weyhrauch; Representative Ethan Berkowitz; Elfrida Nord,
Al aska Nursing Association, Juneau; WMiry Hakala, Juneau;

Joan O Keefe, Juneau; Jill Sandleben, Catholic Comunity
Servi ces, Juneau; Julie Mrris, Juneau School Board, Juneau;
Claudia Criss, Juneau; Bill Burk, Juneau; Kathryn Arlen,
Juneau; Doris Robbins, Juneau; Randy Magen, National
Associ ation of Social Wrkers, Juneau; Ted Merrell, Juneau;
Gai | Baker, Juneau; D ane McGachern, National Association of
Soci al Wor ker s, Juneau; Rosemary Hagevi g, Executi ve

Director, Catholic Community Services, Juneau; D ane Kruck,
Juneau; Suzanne Cortwight- Cohen, Juneau; Jackie G een,
Juneau; Ruth Sinpson, National Council for Drug Dependence,
Juneau; Walter Mjoros, Executive Director, Juneau Youth
Servi ces; Susan Papps, Juneau; Ernie Mieller, Juneau; Allen
Herrick, Juneau; Harold Stepp, Juneau; Bill Legere, KTQOQ,
Juneau; Catherine Reardon, Juneau; Bev Mieller, Juneau; Rosa
Gaona, Juneau; Shari WMattingly, Juneau; Cassandra Russell,
Juneau; Kyle Curtis, Juneau; Sydney Stradicke, Juneau; Erin
Cruz, Juneau; Andy Story, Juneau District School Board,
Juneau; Gayle Trivette, Juneau;
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PRESENT VI A TELECONFERENCE

Brain Schutt, Anacortes, Washington; Jan Wentnore, Skagway

#hb375

GENERAL SUBJECT(S):

HB 375- APPROP: OPERATI NG BUDGET/ LOANS/ FUNDS
HB 377- APPROP: MENTAL HEALTH BUDGET
STATEW DE TESTI MONY: JUNEAU

The followi ng overview was taken in |l og note format. Tapes

and handouts wll be on file wth the House Finance

Comm ttee through the 23rd Legislative Session, contact 465-

2156. After the 23rd Legislative Session they wll be

avai l abl e through the Legislative Library at 465-3808.

LOG | SPEAKER DI SCUSSI ON
TAPE HFC 04 — 53, SIDE A

000 |Co-Chair Harris Convened the House Finance Commttee
nmeeting in order to take statew de public
testimony on the operating budget and the
nental health budget for FY05. (Juneau)

005 | ALLEN HERRI CK, Spoke in support of vocat i onal
JUNEAU rehabilitation services.

075 | HAROLD STEPP, JUNEAU | Spoke in support of funding for shelters.

150 |BILL LEGERE, KTOO Voi ced support for conti nuation  of
JUNEAU funding for the public Dbroadcasting

satellite infrastructure. Testified in
support of full funding for public
br oadcasti ng.

409 |BEV MUELLER, JUNEAU | Spoke in support of funding for behavior
health services, which address al cohol
and substance abuse. Expressed support
for the Percent of WMrket Value (POW)
pl an. Noted  support for addi ti onal
revenue neasures. Expressed support for
i npl enentation of a statew de incone tax.

619 | ERNIE MJELLER, Spoke in support of funding for behavior
JUNEAU health services, which address al cohol

and substance abuse.

749 | WALTER MAJOROCS, Voi ced  support for behavi or heal t h
EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR, servi ces, whi ch address al cohol and
JUNEAU YOUTH subst ance abuse anong youth. Spoke in
SERVI CES support of funding for nental health

pr ogr ans.

1150 | RUTH SI MPSON, Spoke in support of funding for behavior
NATI ONAL COUNCI L FOR | health services, which address al cohol
DRUG DEPENDENCE, and substance abuse. Testified in support
JUNEAU of the Alcohol Safety Action Program

(ASAP) .

1423 | SUZANNE CORTWRI GHT- Spoke in support of additional funding
COHEN, JUNEAU for education. Expressed support for
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i npl emrentation of a statew de i hcone tax.

1602 [ Co-Chair WIIians Questioned the optinal class size.

1698 | Ms. Cohen Felt that classes should not be I|arger
t han 20 students.

1721 | DI ANE KRUCK, JUNEAU | Spoke in support of funding for behavior
health services, which address alcohol
and substance abuse. Spoke in support of
funding for nental health prograns.

1941 | DI ANE MCGACHERN, Spoke in support of funding for nental

NATI ONAL ASSCCI ATION | health prograns. She observed that many

OF SOCI AL WORKERS, of their services are not Medicaid

JUNEAU eligible. Voiced support for the public
heal t h nursing program Expressed support
for inplenentation of a statew de incone
t ax.

2142 | GAI L BAKER, JUNEAU Spoke in support of vocat i onal
rehabilitation servi ces. Suppor t of
Juneau Yout h Servi ces.

2334 | TED MERRELL, JUNEAU |Voiced concerns with cuts to the Al aska
Mari ne Hi ghway System

2552 | RANDY MAGEN, Thanked the commttee for adding socia

NATI ONAL ASSOCI ATION |workers to the Division of QOccupational
OF SCOCI AL WORKERS, Li censi ng. Suggested that funding could
JUNEAU be fund by using funds directed to Arctic
Power for | obbying ANVR Expressed
support for inplenentation of a statew de
i ncone tax.
2922 | DORI'S ROBBI NS, Voi ced support for funding for tobacco
JUNEAU prevention and cessation progr ans.
Testified in support of funding for
al cohol treatnent prograns. Spoke in
support of vocat i onal rehabilitation
servi ces.
3256 | KATHRYN ARLEN, Voi ced opposition to the cuts in Medicaid
JUNEAU Ser vi ces.

3722 | BI LL BURK, JUNEAU Spoke in support of funding for behavior
health services, which address alcohol
and substance abuse. Spoke in support of
funding for nental health prograns. Spoke
in support of vocational rehabilitation
servi ces.

3934 | JI LL SANDLEBEN, Voi ced opposition to the cuts in Medicaid

CATHCOLI C COMMUNI TY Servi ces. Expressed concern W th

SERVI CES, JUNEAU reductions to senior services. Expressed
concern wth reductions to prograns
serving t hose W th di sabilities.
Expressed support for the POW plan.
Expressed support for inplenentation of a
statew de incone tax.

4415 | JOAN O KEEFE, JUNEAU | Expressed concern wth reductions to

prograns serving those with disabilities.
Voi ced opposition to the cuts in Medicaid

House Fi nance Committee

3 03/08/ 04 4:08 PM




Servi ces. Spoke in support of vocationa
rehabilitation services.

4528 TAPE HFC 04 - 53, Side B

4625 | ELFRI DA NORD, ALASKA | Voiced support for the public health
NURSI NG ASSOCI ATI ON, | nursing program
JUNEAU

4302 | MARY HAKALA, JUNEAU | Spoke in support of additional funding
for education. Suggested inflation factor
plus for five years, which would be a
statenent of commtnment on the part of
the Legi sl ature.

3939 [JULIE MORRI'S, JUNEAU | Spoke in support of additional funding

SCHOCOL BQOARD, JUNEAU | for educat i on. She pl eaded t he
Legi sl ature to | ook at sonet hi ng
“reasonabl e”. Cl assroons are approaching
a “critical nmass”.

3732 | BRI AN SCHUTT, OFF Spoke in suppor t of vocat i onal
NET — ANACORTES, WA |rehabilitation services.

3614 | CLAUDI A CRI SS, Spoke in support of vocat i onal
JUNEAU rehabilitation services and the many

services that have been offered to her
W th her vi sual di sabilities. She
requested that services for the blind not
be cut fromthe proposed budget.

3001 | ROSEMARY HAGEVI G Voi ced opposition to the cuts in Medicaid
EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR, Servi ces. She comented on the danmage
CATHCLI C COMMUNI TY that those cuts would cause the non-
SERVI CES, JUNEAU profit infrastructure.

2602 | JACKI E GREEN, JUNEAU | Spoke In suppor t of vocat i onal
rehabilitation services. Spoke in
support of funding for behavior health
servi ces, whi ch address al cohol and
subst ance abuse.

2244 | SUSAN PAPPS, JUNEAU |Spoke in support of funding for nental
heal t h prograns.

1940 | CATHERI NE REARDON, Spoke in support of additional funding

JUNEAU for education and inflation proofing. She
added concerns to reductions in the
D vision of Qccupational Licensing. She
pointed out that [cuts to the Division]
would not help to balance the State’s
budget, but would change the philosophy
on investigations throughout the State.

1448 | ROSA GAONA, JUNEAU Spoke in support of vocat i onal
rehabilitation services. She noted that
she uses the services of JAM. She
mai nt ai ned that these agencies are
i mportant and should be continued by the
St at e.

1248 | SHARI NMATTI NGQ.Y, Spoke against cuts to the Council on

JUNEAU

Donestic Viol ence and Sexual Assault for
services to wonmen and children. She
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pointed out that one in three wonen are
battered. She urged that the funding not
be cut from prograns that are helping
real peopl e.

858 | CASSANDRA RUSSELL
JUNEAU

Spoke in support of vocat i onal
rehabilitation services. Spoke in support
of funding for behavior health services,
whi ch address al cohol and substance abuse
and the support systens associated with
those agencies. She comented on the
resources available in Alaska and how
supportive they are. She asked that the
cuts to these prograns be reconsi dered.

TAPE HFC 04 - 54, Side A

044 | KYLE CURTI'S, JUNEAU

Spoke in support of vocat i onal
rehabilitation services. He comended
| egislators for taking a hard path on
crine. Investing in Alaska’ s future
would maintain funding for the Division
of Vocational Rehabilitation (DVR) and
i ncrease earning and manufacturing power
for the State. Expressed support for
i npl enentation of a statew de incone tax.
He urged conpassi on.

632 | SYDNEY STRADI CKE
JUNEAU

Spoke in suppor t of vocat i onal
rehabilitation services noting that they
have been there for her during her
struggle with NS

1131 |ERIN CRUZ, JUNEAU

Expressed concern over cuts to in
statew de services. She comrented on
raci smand the manifestation of statew de
al cohol problens. She nmintained that the
Legi sl ature needs to “realize that these
concerns are affecting our children and
our children’s children”. The problemis
getting *“bigger”. The State cannot put
t hese concerns off.

1443 | JAN WRENTMORE
SKAGMNAY

Voi ced appreciation for funding for the
new fast ferry. She urged that this
effort be fully funded. She pointed out
that 40% of nmarine highway revenue is
earned in the Lynn Canal, which reduces
subsidies statew de. She urged that the
ferry system be fully funded. She voiced
concern wth the Governor’'s proposed
budget and plans to elimnate ferry
travel north of Juneau.

1809 | ANDY STORY, JUNEAU
DI STRI CT SCHOOL
BOARD, JUNEAU

Noted support for additional revenue
neasures. Spoke in support of additiona
funding for education. Enphasized the
need to pay for PERS and TRS increases.

1924 | GAYLE TRI VETTE,
JUNEAU

Expressed support for the POW plan and a
payout, which would divide funds between
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state governnent and divi dends. Expressed
support for inplenentation of a statew de
income tax. Spoke in support of HB 441
which would increase oil tax revenues.
Spoke in support of additional funding
for educati on.

ADJ OURNVENT

The neeting was adjourned at 6:33 PM
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