HOUSE FI NANCE COWM TTEE
May 20, 2003
4.20 PM
Due to Mechanical error, there is no tape of this neeting.

CALL TO ORDER

Co-Chair WIllianms called the House Finance Commttee neeting
to order at 4:20 PM

VEMBERS PRESENT

Representative John Harris, Co-Chair
Representative Bill WIlIlianms, Co-Chair
Representative Kevin Meyer, Vice-Chair
Representative Ethan Berkow tz
Representative M ke Chenaul t
Representative Ri chard Foster
Representati ve M ke Hawker
Representative Beth Kerttul a
Representative Carl Mses
Representative Bill Stoltze
Representative Ji m Wi taker

VEMBERS ABSENT

Representative Berkow tz
Representative Kerttul a

ALSO PRESENT

Pete Ecklund, Staff, Co-Chair WIIlians; Kathryn Daughhetee,
Director, Admnistrative Services Division, Departnent of
Law; John Geely, Staff, Representative Joul e; Tim
Beni ntendi, staff, Representative Mbses.

PRESENT VI A TELECONFERENCE

Steve Branchfl ower, Departnent of Law.
SUMVARY

CS SB 100( FI' N)
An Act nmaking capital appropriations, supplenental
appropriations, and reappropriations; capitalizing
funds; making other appropriations; and providing for
an effective date.

HCS CSSB 100(FIN) was REPORTED out of Conmittee with a
"do pass" reconmendati on.

CS SB 215(STA)
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"An Act relating to a | ease-purchase agreenent for, the
construction and equipping of, and the financing of a
seafood and food safety Ilaboratory facility to be
oper at ed by t he Depart nent of Envi r onnent al
Conservation, including the issuance of certificates of
participation, and the use of certain investnent incone
for certain construction and equipping costs; and
providing for an effective date."”

CSSB 215 (STA) was REPORTED out of Committee with *“no
recommendation” and two fiscal inpact notes: #2 from
Departnent of Environnental Conservation and #3 from
t he Departnent of Revenue.

#sb215

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO 215(STA)
"An Act relating to a | ease-purchase agreenent for, the
construction and equipping of, and the financing of a
seafood and food safety |aboratory facility to be
oper at ed by t he Depart nent of Envi r onnment al
Conservation, including the issuance of certificates of
participation, and the use of certain investnent inconme
for certain construction and equipping costs; and
providing for an effective date."

Co-Chair Harris MWED to report CSSB 215 (STA) out of
Commttee with the acconpanying fiscal note and noted that
the fiscal notes were included in the capital budget.

Representative Stoltze OBJECTED for the record. He W THDHREW
his OBJECTION. There being NO OBJECTION it was so ordered.

CSSB 215 (STA) was REPORTED out of Committee with “no
recommendation” and two fiscal inpact notes: #2 from
Departnent of Environnental Conservation and #3 from the
Departnent of Revenue.

#sb100

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO 100(FIN)

An Act nmaking capital appropriations, supplenental
appropriations, and reappropriations; capitalizing
funds; making other appropriations; and providing for
an effective date.

Vice-Chair Meyer MWED to ADOPT Wirk Draft 23-GS1003\B.
There being NO OBJECTION, it was so ordered.

Co-Chair WIlianms MOVED to ADOPT Amendnent A (copy on file.)
[ Avendment A was an ommi bus anendnent . ]

PETE ECKLUND, STAFF, CO CHAIR WLLIAMS revi ewed Anendnent A

Representati ve Ber kow t z asked for nor e i nformation
regardi ng page 5 of Amendnent A.
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KATHRYN  DAUGHHETEE, Dl RECTOR, ADM NI STRATI VE  SERVI CES
Dl VI SI ON, DEPARTMENT OF LAW explained that the amendnent
pertained to section 54, which would allow the Departnent to
pay expert wtness costs already incurred in the Planned
Par ent hood suit.

Representative Berkowtz questioned how nuch noney was
appropriated to the private attorney. V5. Daughhet ee
observed that $317 thousand was spent to pursue the case.

Ms. Daughhet ee expl ained that the Departnent of Law did not
have a contract with the expert; the Legislative Budget and
Audit Commttee had a contract with the expert. The existing
contract was anended to be able to pay the fee.

Representative \hitaker questioned if the <claim was
legitimate. Ms. Daughhetee summarized that the state has an
obligation to pay the w tness.

Representative Hawker questioned if the State would be
litigated if the funds were not available. M. Daughhetee
indicated that litigation could ensue.

Representative Berkowitz MOVED to Divide the question and
separate out the |anguage on page 5 of Anendnent A There
bei ng NO OBJECTIQN, it was so ordered.

A roll call vote was taken on the notion to adopt page 5 of
Amendnent A

IN FAVOR Foster, Hawker, Kerttula, Meyer, Mdses, Stoltze,
Wi t aker, Chenault, Harris, WIIlians

OPPCSED: Berkow tz

The MOTI ON PASSED (10-1).

There bei ng NO OBJECTI ON, Amendnent A was adopt ed.

Amendnent B was not of fered.

Representative Stoltze MOWED to ADOPT Anendnent C. He

expl ai ned that the anendnment woul d appropriate $28.8 nillion

fromthe Railbelt energy fund to the general fund.

Aroll call vote was taken on the notion.

I N FAVOR: Moses, Stoltze, Chenault

OPPOSED: Hawker, Kerttula, Myer, \Witaker, Berkowtz,
Foster, WIllianms, Harris

The MOTI ON FAI LED (3-8).

Amendnent D was W THDRAN.
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Representative Kerttula MWNED to ADOPT Anendnent E.
Amendnent E woul d appropriate the unexpended and unobli gated
bal ance, not to exceed $300, 000, of the Al aska Techni cal and
Vocati onal Education Program Account as a grant to the
Kot zebue Technical Center for operational costs.

JOHN GREELY, STAFF, REPRESENTATIVE JOULE explained that
state grants are needed. He enphasi zed the hi gh unenpl oynent
rate.

Representative Kerttula W THDREW Anmendnent E.

Representative Kerttula MWNED to ADOPT Anendnent F.
Anendnment F would add $3.4 mllion to Kawerak for
Shi shnearef erosion control revetnent.

Co-Chair Harris noted his support, but expressed concern
over the funding.

M. Geely noted that matching noney is avail abl e.
Representative Kerttula WTHDREW t he Arendnent.

Representati ve Moses MOVED to ADOPT Anmendnent G Anendnent G
would add an additional project to reappropriation 23-LS
8002/ A. 118: pneunati c heat i ng system redesi gn and
reconstruction of the school roof.

TI M BENI NTENDI , STAFF, REPRESENTATI VE MOSES spoke in support
of the anmendnent. Co-Chair Harris added his support.

There being NO OBJECTION, it was so ordered.

Representati ve Moses MOVED to ADOPT Anmendnent H. Anmendnent H
woul d reappropriate $102 thousand from the Departnent of
Transportation and Public Facilities harbor deferred
mai nt enance program to the Departnent of Comunity and
Econom c Devel opnent for paynment as a grant to the Lake and
Peninsula Borough for the Perryville Barge Ranp/Dock
proj ect.

Co-Chair Harris questioned if the harbor would be taken over
by the local comunity. M. Benintendi explained that the
funds woul d assist in that goal.

Co-Chair WIllianms pointed out that it is statew de funding.
M. Benintendi explained that there is no | egal restriction,
whi ch woul d prevent the reappropriation.

A roll call vote was taken on the notion to adopt Amendnent
H.

IN FAVOR: Berkowitz, Kerttula, Mbses
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OPPCSED:  Chenaul t Foster, Hawker , Meyer, Stoltze,
WIllianms, Harris

The MOTI ON FAI LED (3-8).

Representati ve Moses MOVED to ADOPT Anendnent |. Anmendnent |
would add a reappropriation of $500 thousand from one
Unal aska dock project to another.

M. Benintendi explained that the dock project is in the
same conmunity.

Co-Chair WIlianms OBIJECTED.

IN FAVOR: Berkowitz, Kerttula, Mbses
OPPCSED:  Chenaul t Foster, Hawker , Meyer, Stoltze,
WIllianms, Harris

The MOTI ON FAI LED (3-8).

Representati ve Moses MOVED t o ADOPT Anendnent J. Anmendnent J
woul d reappropriate $153.7 thousand avail able in Legislative
Budget and Audit for settlenment of attorney fees associ ated
W th reapportionnment |awsuits.

IN FAVOR: Berkowitz, Kerttula, Mbses
OPPCSED:  Chenaul t Fost er, Hawker , Meyer, Stoltze,
WIllianms, Harris

The MOTI ON FAI LED (3-8).

Co-Chair Harris observed that noney was received from the
state.

Co-Chair WIllians MOVED to allow the Legislative Finance
Division to nmake technical corrections to the bill. There
bei ng NO OBJECTIQN, it was so ordered.

Representative Foster MOVED to report HCS CSSB 100 (FIN) out
of Conmttee with the acconpanying fiscal note. There being
NO OBJECTION, it was so ordered.

#

ADJ QURNMENT

The neeting was adjourned at 6:21 PM
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