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COW TTEE CALENDAR

OVERVI EW | NSTI TUTE OF THE NORTH, BY DR JOHN Tl CHOTSKY

[ For the regular neeting mnutes, see the 5:10 p.m mnutes for
this date.]

TAPES
03-4, SIDES(S) A & B

CHAIR CHERYLL HEINZE called the neeting of the House Speci al
Commttee on Economc Developnent, International Trade and
Tourism back to order at 5:36 p.m Represent ati ves Heinze,
McCGuire, Kohring, Dahlstrom and Crawford were present at the
call back to order. Representative G ssna (via tel econference)
joined the neeting as it was in progress.

SUMVARY OF | NFORVATI ON

JOHN TI CHOTSKY, Ph.D., Senior Fellow, Institute of the North;
and Advisor to the CGovernor of Chukotka, presented a background
briefing for the visit of the Russian Federation Duma nenbers
schedul ed for April 13-18, 2003.

DR. TI CHOTSKY showed a nap of Russia, pointing out the proximty

of Chukotka to Al aska. He described the region's simlarities
to Al aska. It is located far fromthe capital of Russia, being
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8,635 kilonmeters and nine tine zones from Moscow. It is an area
of imrense size. At 737,700 square kiloneters, it is twice the
size of Japan. Like Alaska, it has a population that is snmall,
and its approximately 75,000 people are dispersed wdely
t hroughout the region. The capital and largest city in Chukotka
is Anadyr, with a popul ation of 13, 200.

DR. TI CHOTSKY went on to describe sonme pertinent history of this
area of Russia. Prior to the year 2000, Chukotka was |ed by
Governor Nazarov, whose isolationist, restrictive policies he
said kept Chukotka in poverty. Chukot kans were not allowed to
travel. Their infrastructure was primtive, and the citizens
wer e starving.

DR, TICHOTSKY reported that since Decenber 2000, wth the
el ection of Governor Roman Abranovich, changes toward progress
have occurred. The wealth of the area instantly increased with
the establishnent of residency in Chukotka by Governor
Abranovi ch, one of the world' s wealthiest nen. Because of
Governor Abranovich, he said, the natural resources have begun
to be devel oped in Chukotka. ol d, tinber, oil and gas, and
fish are sone of the industries inportant to the area. Tourism

i s another burgeoning area in ChukotKka. West Tours, a cruise
line active in Alaska, will provide tw tours this year to the
ar ea.

DR, TICHOTSKY told nenbers that Chukotka has a history of

association with Al aska. Al aska Natives have helped to revive
sone of +the traditional practices related to a subsistence
exi stence and traditional whaling practices. Currently, they
are learning from Alaskans techniques in food preservation,
processi ng, and marketing. Indian Valley Meats from Anchorage

has been instrunental in this.

DR, TICHOTSKY went on to provide an introduction of the

representatives from Chukotka who will be here in April and to
relate sonme of the issues of inportance to them wth their
visit. The delegation wll conprise the follow ng: M s.

Val enti na Ni kol aevna Pivnenko from Karelia; M. Victor Petrovich
Voitenko from Chita; M. Madimr MKkhailovich Etylin from
Chukot ka; M. N kol ai Leoni dovich Piskun fromthe Kom Republic;
M. Valery Petrovich Markov from Taimr, Dolgano-Nenets; M.
Petr Al exandrovich Yakhnenev; and M. Veronika Al exandrovna
Kal ganova. They will be interested in learning nore about the
Al askan nodel for export and state and federal-state rel ations,
and about the nunicipal nodel and understanding the power of
Al aska municipalities. They are inpressed with the success
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Alaska has had in incorporating its Native population into
society, viewi ng Alaska's success as a nodel for themwth their
Nat i ve peopl e.

DR. TICHOTSKY said the Duma also hopes to neet wth
representatives from the Alaska Federation of Natives, the

Ofice of the Governor, the oil i ndustry, AIDEA [Al aska
I ndustrial Devel opnment and Export Authority], the Institute of
the North, and others. Li nda Shafer from Governor Mirkowski's
office in Anchorage will be coordinating this trip along wth

the office of Chair Heinze in Juneau.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

There were no announcenents.

COW TTEE ACTI ON

The conmmittee took no action.

ADJ OQURNMENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Special Conmittee on Econom c Devel opnent, International Trade
and Tourism neeting was adjourned at 6:20 p. m

NOTE: The neeting was recorded and handwitten |log notes were
t aken. A copy of the tape(s) and |log notes may be obtained by
contacting the House Records Ofice at State Capitol, Room 3,
Juneau, Alaska 99801 (rmailing address), (907) 465-2214, and
after adjournnment of the second session of the Twenty-Third
Al aska State Legislature this information may be obtained by
contacting the Legislative Reference Library at (907) 465-3808.
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