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ACTI ON NARRATI VE

TAPE 04-11, SIDE A
Number 0001

CHAIR CARL MORGAN called the House Community and Regional
Affairs Standing Conmttee neeting to order at 9:10 a.m
Representatives Mrgan, Kott, Sanuels, and Cissna were present
at the call to order.

HB 308- EXCHANGE PUBLI C LAND FOR STREAM BANK LAND

CHAI R MORGAN announced that the only order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 308, "An Act related to exchanging public |and
for privately held riverbank and stream bank | ands."

Number 0071
REPRESENTATI VE LES GARA, Al aska State Legislature, sponsor of HB

308, said that he would appreciate the commttee nenbers
reporting HB 308 from commttee so that he can educate as many

menbers of the House as possible. This legislation would
educate folks with regard to the concept that public access
along fishing streans is going to be lost. He acknow edged that

HB 308 has a large fiscal note, but inforned the conmttee that
the Al aska Departnent of Fish & Gane (ADF&G has agreed to work
with himover the sumer in order to develop the nost efficient
way to preserve public access along Alaska' s riverbanks.
Representative Gara infornmed the conmttee that the concept of
trading privately held land to obtain public access to streans
and riverbanks is supported within ADF&G  However, there has to
be a way to do so without such a high price tag.

Nunber 0184

REPRESENTATI VE CI SSNA asked if the state has ever had any
provision with regard to access to streans, rivers, and other
wat er frontage.

REPRESENTATI VE GARA replied that the state has done a good job
and therefore the state has public access rights along nost

state | ands. However, there are no public access rights for
pre-statehood private lands, federal I|ands, and private |ands
conveyed to private parties before the md 1970s. There are

many classes of land for which there is no public access,
i ncludi ng nost of the lands along sone of the nore popul ar Parks
H ghway streanms. For exanple, those lands with no public access
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i nclude parts of WIIlow Creek, Montana Creek, Anchor River, and
Copper River. He pointed out that the state has only required
public access to and along | ands since the 1970s.

REPRESENTATI VE CISSNA surmsed then that those wusing those
rivers and streans woul d be trespassing.

REPRESENTATI VE GARA replied yes, noting that nuch of the Iand
hasn't been devel oped yet.

Number 0426

REPRESENTATI VE ClI SSNA pointed out that access is an issue for a
state that relies on tourism and therefore before these | ands
are developed is the tine to think about it.

REPRESENTATI VE GARA replied yes, adding that after the land is
devel oped it will be too expensive for the state to get back.

REPRESENTATI VE SAMJELS announced that he agreed with the concept
of HB 308.

Nunmber 0506

REPRESENTATI VE SAMUELS noved to report HB 308 out of committee
with individual recomendations and the acconpanying fiscal
not es. There being no objection, HB 308 was reported from the
House Community and Regi onal Affairs Standing Conmttee.

ADJ QURNVENT
There being no further business before the commttee, the House

Community and Regional Affairs Standing Commttee neeting was
adj ourned at 9:14 a.m
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