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DI VI SION OF COVMUNI TY ADVOCACY, CGENE KANE, DI RECTOR

TAPES
04-1, SIDE(S) A

CHAI R CARL MORGAN convened the neeting of the House Comrunity
and Regional Affairs Standing Conmttee at 8:10 a.m

SUMVARY OF | NFORVATI ON

EDGAR BLATCHFORD, Comm ssi oner, Departnent of Community &
Econom ¢ Devel opnment (DCED), inforned the commttee that the
department has some innovative ideas with regard to what can be
done in working with the rural and urban comunities in order to
get the state's econony noving. Comm ssioner Bl atchford
provi ded t he commttee wth i nformation regar di ng t he
departnent's financial commtnent to Al aska through prograns
dealing directly with conmunities, the fisheries industry, and
power cost equalization. He nentioned working with the Denali
Conmi ssion in admnistering over 100 grants, which totaled $13.9
mllion. He highlighted that the departnment has spent nuch tine
with 65 coastal comrunities along the Bering Sea regarding the
Coast al Devel opnent Quota Program

HOUSE CRA COW TTEE -1- February 3, 2004



GENE KANE, Director, Dvision of Conmunity Advocacy (DCA)
Department of Community & Econom ¢ Devel opnent, pointed out that
the Division of Community Advocacy was established under Article
X, Section 14 of the Alaska State Constitution to advise and
assi st |ocal governnents. The DCA is the only agency in the
executive branch that is established by the constitution. He
highlighted that the basic mssion of the commssion is to
advance maxi mum | ocal self government as mandated by Article X
Section 1 of the Alaska State Constitution. In order to fulfil
the aforenentioned m ssion, DCA is engaged wth cities,
bor oughs, regi onal nonprofit organi zati ons, comuni ty- based
nonprofit organizations, and tribal organizations throughout the
state. He noted that conmittee nenbers should have a copy of
DCA' s annual report.

There was a question and answer session in which there was
di scussion of the following topics: the Al aska Regiona
Devel opnment Organi zations (ARDORs), dissolution, the Denal
Comm ssion project, the Rural Uility Business Advisor Program
(RUBA), school <consolidations, the fisheries revitalization
grants, the Al aska Seafood Mirketing Institute (ASM), and |ow
sul fur diesel.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

There were no announcenents.
COW TTEE ACTI ON

The committee took no action.
ADJ OQURNMENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Community and Regional Affairs Standing Conmttee neeting was
adj ourned at 8:50 a.m

NOTE: The neeting was recorded and handwitten |log notes were
t aken. A copy of the tape(s) and |log notes may be obtained by
contacting the House Records Ofice at State Capitol, Room 3,
Juneau, Alaska 99801 (rmailing address), (907) 465-2214, and
after adjournment of the second session of the Twenty-Third
Al aska State Legislature this information may be obtained by
contacting the Legislative Reference Library at (907) 465-3808.
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