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OPERATING EXPENDITURES

An Act relating to lowering the legal 

This bill will have a fiscal impact on the operations of the Public Defender Agency.  Amending the minor operating a vehicle after 
consuming alcohol(MOVAC) offense and related refusal and driving 24 hours after citation offenses to further increase the penalties 
by setting mandatory fines and mandatory minimum community work service for 1st, 2nd, and multiple offenders will increase the 
caseload and workload of the Agency.  Minors charged with these offenses will be entitled to a jury trial and court-appointed counsel. 
See Auliye v. State, 57 P3d 711 (Alaska App. 2002): Booth v. State, 903 P.2d 1079, 1087-88 (Alaska App. 1995). More cases 
involving juveniles charged with these offense will be assigned to the Agency. There were appoximately 387 minors in FY03 who 
had their licenses administratively revoked for driving after consuming alcohol. Of that number approximately 155 were charged with 
DUI for over .08 alcohol content.  As a result, it is conservatively anticipated that there will be over 200 more cases a year assigned 
to the Agency for these offenses because of the increased penalties. The workload on these cases will also increase because of the 
more severe penalties.  Since most of these offenses occur in Anchorge or Palmer, the Agency will need one full time attorney in 
one of these locations to handle this increased caseload.  


