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This bill establishes the Office of Administrative Hearings in the Department of Administration.  The office would 
conduct all adjudicative administrative hearings to include alcoholic beverage licensing.

The number and cost of administrative hearings for the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board (ABC Board) can vary from 
year to year.  Very often, a licensee will decide to settle their claim after their first meeting with a hearing officer.

Hearing officers are requested when the ABC Board takes action against a licensee or potential licensee and the 
matter cannot be resolved Informally.  Due process affords licensees or prospective licensees a formal hearing under 
the Administrative Procedures Act.  These actions include, but are not limited to:  Denial of a new license or renewal 
or sanctions against a licensee (fines, closure of business for a specified period of time, conditions on operating a 
license, etc.).  Typically, the ABC Board budgets $5,000 each year for this purpose.  In FY 02 the ABC Board spent 
$2,900 and in FY 03 it spent $2,340.  A decrement for $5,000 is a fair estimate.


