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This bill increases the penalty to a C felony for knowingly making a false entry in or falsely altering a public record; or 
knowingly destroying, mutilating, suppressing, concealing, removing, or otherwise impairing the verity, legibility, or 
availability of a public record, knowing that the person lacks the authority to do so, if the public record relates to a 
person in the care or custody of the state.  This crime of tampering with public records is currently a class A 
misdemeanor.

Anytime a misdemeanor crime is changed to a felony, the costs of prosecution increase.  However, the Department of 
Law does not expect many of these new felony prosecutions to arise, and does not anticipate a fiscal impact from 
passage of this legislation.


