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House Bill 514, in part, raises from a misdemeanor to a felony the crime of criminal nonsupport in cases where the 
obligor is $10,000 or more in arrears in child support payments or has made no payments for a period of 24 months 
or more. According the the Child Support Enforment Division (division), approximately 15,000 Alaskans fall into that 
category. If felony proceedings were to be brought against even a small percentage of these persons then the impact 
on the court would be significant. However, the existing crime of criminal nonsupport has been charged very 
infrequently. The division testified that it plans to continue that tradition and estimates that it would file 6 to 12 felony 
cases a year under this bill. Given this history and the divisions plans for the future, the court would not anticipate a 
significant fiscal impact from the passage of this bill. However, if this crime is charged more regularly then the court 
system may return to the legislature for additional funding.


