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OPERATING EXPENDITURES

"An Act relating to therapeutic courts…"

Rules by Request
House Judiciary Finance

Passage of this legislation would extend the pilot project for therapeutic courts that was originally 
established through HB172 in FY2002.  Passage of this legislation would have no fiscal impact to the 
Department of Corrections.  Positions and funding were received in FY2002 which would be maintained 
within the Department's FY2006 Operating Base.

The pilot project established therapeutic courts in Anchorage and Bethel to handle alcohol and drug 
addicted offenders.  The stated purpose of therapeutic courts are lasting sobriety of offenders, protection of 
society from alcohol related and drug related crimes, prompt payment of restitution to victims of crimes, 
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effective interactions and use of resources among criminal justice and community agencies, and hopefully, a long-term reduction in 
costs relating to arrest, trial and incarceration.

House Bill 451 will extend the program through FY2006.   This bill proposes to allow for the pilot program to continue in FY2006 at 
the current funding level while the legislature reviews the evaluation of services and determines an appropriate course of action.
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