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An Act relating to animals 

This bill would likely have some fiscal impact on the operations of the Public Defender Agency, because in 
Sections 2 and 3 it criminalizes conduct that does not currently qualify for the crime of cruelty to animals.  
The bill breaks down the crime of cruelty to animals into two levels of misdemeanor offenses.  
Criminalizing conduct that is not currently a crime will likely increase the caseload of the Agency.  The 
Agency does not currently handle a significant number of cruelty to animal offenses, but would expect to 
handle many more if this bill were enacted, but it is impossible to predict the impact with any accuracy. 
There may also be a fiscal impact to the Agency from Section 4 that adds an aggravator for consideration 
at sentencing for deliberate cruelty to an animal or exposing an animal to a threat of serious physical injury.


