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This bill adopts a version of the Revised Uniform Arbitration Act (RUAA), as recommended by the National Conference 
of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws.  The provisions of this bill govern agreements to arbitrate that are made on 
or after January 1, 2004.  The original Uniform Arbitration Act (UAA), which was adopted in Alaska in 1968, will remain 
in effect with respect to arbitration agreements entered into before January 1, 2004, unless the parties agree to apply 
the RUAA.  The RUAA addresses a number of issues that are not addressed in the UAA, including: the process for 
initiating arbitration; authority to consolidate arbitrations; requiring arbitrators to make certain disclosures; providing 
immunity for arbitrators; allowing depositions and discovery in arbitration proceedings; judicial enforcement of 
preaward rulings by arbitrators; and defining remedies available in arbitration, including punitive damages, attorney’s 
fees, and other relief.

Passage of this legislation would have no fiscal impact on the Department of Law.


