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HB 56 allows the attorney general to recover full reasonable attorneys fees and costs when the state prevails in an 
action brought under Alaska's Consumer Protection Act, AS 45.50.471 et seq .  Currently, private parties who bring 
successful actions under the Act can recover full fees and costs, but the state can only recover a portion of its fees 
pursuant to Alaska Civil Rule 82 for bringing the same action.  It is unclear how much, if any, additional revenues might 
result if this bill passes.  Presently, most actions brought by the attorney general under the Act are settled, and the 
settlement often considers the time and expenses incurred by the attorney general to bring the action.  In larger multi-
state cases, settlements often include payment of attorneys fees and costs.  In smaller, local cases, however, potential 
violators may be deterred by the risk of paying the state's full attorneys fees and costs.  In cases where litigation is 
inevitable, this bill would allow the recovery of additional funds, and may assist in settlement negotiations.


