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VEMBERS PRESENT

Senat or Gene Therriault, Chair
Senat or Randy Phillips, Vice Chair
Senator Rick Hal ford

Senat or Ben Stevens

Senat or Bettye Davis

COW TTEE CALENDAR
HOUSE JO NT RESCLUTI ON NO 50
Supporting the participation of Taiwan in the annual summt of
the Wrld Health Assenbly.
MOVED HJR 50 OUT OF COW TTEE
PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
HIR 50 - No previous action to record.
W TNESS REG STER
Davi d Brewster
Al aska State Capitol, Suite 418
Juneau, AK 99801-1182
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: I ntroduced HIR 50
ACTI ON NARRATI VE
TAPE 02-02-31, SIDE A
CHAI RVAN CGENE THERRIAULT <called the Senate State Affairs
Commttee neeting to order at 11:40 a.m Present were Senators
Davis, Stevens, Halford and Chairman Therriault. Senator Phillips
arrived shortly.
#HIR 50

HIR 50- SUPPORT TAI WAN | N WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

DAVI D BREWSTER, Legislative Aide to Representative Lesil MQiire,
i ntroduced HIR 50 as a pressing issue. Speedy passage would all ow
the resolution to be transmtted to the Taiwan Econom c and
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Cultural Ofice in Seattle, Washington so they can attend the
annual Wrld Health Assenblies annual sunmmi t in GCeneva,
Switzerl and.

Tai wan has made substantial achievenents in the field
of public health while denonstrating a willingness to
provi de t echni cal and fi nanci al assi stance to
international aid and health activities supported by
the Wrld Health Oder (WHO. During the |ast seven
years, Taiwan has contributed $100 nillion to 78
countries. A VWHO nenbership is vital to Taiwan in order
to gain access to the latest information on epidemcs
and di seases. \Wile Taiwan has been able to indirectly
acquire health information, it is often a case of “too
little, too late.”

He noted there were copies of both U S Senate and House
resolutions as well as four other state’s resolutions supporting
Taiwan in the WHO

CHAI RVAN THERRI AULT noted there was also a letter from President
Bush to Senator Frank Mirkowski urging the United States to find
opportunities for Taiwan’s voice to be heard in international
or gani zati ons.

SENATOR PHI LLI PS asked why the conmittee was involved with the
bill.

MR. BREWSTER replied friends from the Taiwan Economc and
Cultural Ofice contacted Speaker Brian Porter’s office and asked
if there would be anyone willing to wite a resolution for their
participation. Speaker Porter contacted Representative MGQCuire
because she chairs the Econom c Devel opnent Trade and Tourism
Conmittee.

SENATOR PHI LLIPS asked if it was the federal governnent.

SENATOR STEVENS suggested he read the last two pages in the
packet .

MR. BREWSTER said the U S. House passed a resolution in 2001 and
the U.S. Senate passed a simlar resolution in 2002.

CHAI RVAN THERRI AULT said the federal governnment expressed support
and the Taiwanese are going to others in the Pacific R m for
simlar support.

SENATOR PHI LLIPS didn't think Al aska should be invol ved.
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CHAl RMAN THERRI AULT said the resolution is to convince WHO not
the U S. Congress.

MR. BREWSTER said we would be show ng our support to the WHO for
Taiwan to be increased to the |evel of observer. Currently they
aren’t allowed in any of the hearings.

Several years ago, over 80 people died in Taiwan because of an
epidemc. If Taiwan had been a nenber those people probably
woul dn’t have di ed.

SENATOR PHILLIPS asked how Alaska is directly or indirectly
affected by the resol ution.

MR. BREWSTER replied Alaska isn't affected beyond expressing its
support.

SENATOR PHI LLIPS thought this was nore appropriate for the U S
Congress and not an appropriate role for the Al aska State
Legi sl ature. He thought this was a federal issue and he didn’t
support passing the resol ution.

CHAI RVAN THERRI AULT conmented it is sinply expressing support for
one of our |largest trading partners.

There was no prepared CS and there were no anmendnents offered.
There was one zero fiscal note.

He asked for the will of the commttee.

SENATOR DAVIS made a notion to mobve SJR 50 and attached fisca
note fromconmmttee with individual recomendati ons.

CHAl RMAN THERRI AULT called a brief at ease at 11:47 a.m before
nmenbers vot ed.

He called the neeting back to order at 11:49 a.m Senator Bettye
Davis made a notion to nove HIJIR 50 and attached fiscal note from
committee with individual recommendati ons.

SENATOR PHI LLI PS obj ect ed.

CHAl RMAN THERRI AULT asked for a roll call vote.

Senators Davis, Stevens, Halford and Chairman Therriault voted
yes and Senator Phillips voted no.
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HIR 50 noved from commttee with attached fiscal note and
i ndi vi dual recomendati ons.
#

ADJ OQURNMVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the Senate
State Affairs Conmttee neeting was adjourned at 11:52 a.m
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