ALASKA STATE LEG SLATURE
SENATE STATE AFFAI RS COW TTEE
March 8, 2001
3:40 p. m

MEMBERS PRESENT

Senat or CGene Therriault, Chair
Senat or Randy Phillips, Vice Chair
Senator Bettye Davis

MVEMBERS ABSENT

Senator Rick Hal ford
Senat or Drue Pearce

COW TTEE CALENDAR

HOUSE BI LL NO. 100
"An Act establishing the third Saturday of each June as Juneteenth
Day. "

MOVED SCS HB 100 (STA) OUT OF COW TTEE

SENATE CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON NO. 6
Relating to proclaimng April 2001 as Sexual Assault Awareness
Mont h.

MOVED CSSCR 6 (STA) OUT OF COW TTEE

PREVI QUS COMM TTEE ACTI ON

HB 100 - No previous action recorded.
SCR 6 - No previous action recorded.
W TNESS REG STER

Representative Lesil MQiire

Al aska State Capitol, Room 418

Juneau, AK 99811-2995

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Prinme sponsor for HB 100

Dino Allen
Anchor age, AK 99513
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Supports HB 100

John Joeri ght
Staff for Senator Leman
Al aska State Capitol, Room 516
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Juneau, AK 99801-182
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Expl ai ned SCR 6

Trisha Gentle

Council on Donestic Violence & Sexual Abuse
No address provi ded

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supports SCR 6

Laur ee Hugonin

Al aska Network Donestic Viol ence Sexual Assault
130 Seward, Room 209

Juneau, AK 99801

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supports SCR 6

Annette Kreitzer

Staff to Senator Leman

Al aska Capitol Building Room 516

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Answered questions on SCR 6

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

TAPE 01-11, SIDE A
Number 001

CHAl RMAN GENE THERRI AULT call ed the Senate State Affairs Conmttee
neeting to order at 3:40 p.m Present were Senators Phillips, Davis
and Chairman Therriaul t.

The first order of business was HB 100.

#HB 100
HB 100- JUNETEENTH DAY

REPRESENTATI VE MGU RE, prine sponsor of HB 100, said that
Juneteenth Day is the oldest known cel ebration conmenorating the
end of slavery and is observed in Alaska on the third Saturday of
each June.

Juneteenth Day has been cel ebrated in Anchorage and the Park Strip
for many years and HB 100 is an effort to have the State of Al aska
give it the recognition it is due. HB 100 respectfully requests the
Governor to issue a proclamation commenorating the day and
provi ding Al askans a tinme to gather in celebration of the end of
sl avery.

CHAI RVAN THERRI AULT asked Representative MGQire to remain at the
wi tness table while tel econference testinony was taken.
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DI NO ALLEN, from Anchorage, said he had organi zed Juneteenth Day
cel ebrations on the Park Strip since 1993 and he heartily supports
the celebration and the legislation. It is a wonderful opportunity
to educate Al askans on the long and difficult history of African
Anmer i cans.

CHAl RVAN THERRI AULT said that he spoke with Representative MQiire
just before the neeting and she said the legislation started as a
resol ution. He asked whether the drafter recommended a change from
the resolution to a section of statute.

REPRESENTATIVE MGU RE said that initially, she thought a
resolution was sufficient, but decided that it was inportant enough
to deserve a place in statute. Because resolutions carry
distinction through just one legislative session, a resolution
woul d need to be passed each session for yearly recognition so she
decided it was best to put it into |aw

CHAI RMAN THERRI AULT observed that | anguage for bills is much nore
conci se than that for resolutions and that |anguage in the statute
needs to clearly explain that Juneteenth Day cel ebrates an end of
slavery in the United States and its territories in 1865 and
requests that the Governor make a proclamation for the day. He
recomended that on page 1, line 6, the sentence end after "1865"
The second sentence would read, "The Governor shall 1issue the
procl amati on to commenorate the day." The third sentence woul d say
"On Juneteenth Day, the citizens of the state are urged to refl ect
on the plight of early African Anericans and appreci ate the uni que
freedom and equality enjoyed by all state citizens today."

He asked for Representative McQ@iire's response to the nore concise
wor di ng.

REPRESENTATI VE MGUI RE t hought the comments were constructive but
want ed assurance that if she agreed to the changes, the anendnent
woul d be passed as a conceptual anendnent so passage woul dn't be
del ayed. She objected to renmoving "suffering and sacrifice" and
changing it with "the plight" because it doesn't capture the
essence of what she intended. However, her primary goal is to get
the measure passed from conmmttee so she woul d acqui esce. O her
changes seened to be technical and clean up.

CHAI RMAN THERRI AULT said that passing a conceptual anendnent woul d
al | ow opportunity to work with the | anguage.

REPRESENTATI VE MGUI RE agreed but said that "plight" is a nebul ous
concept and she woul d prefer specifics.
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CHAI RVAN THERRI AULT said they would work on the wording to reflect
her desire to use "suffering and sacrifice.”

He asked for questions or objections fromcomittee nenbers. There
were none so anmendnent 1 was adopted. He noted that there was a
zero fiscal note for the bill

He asked for the will of the conmmttee.

SENATOR DAVI S nade a notion that SCS HB 100 (STA) and its fiscal
note nove out of commttee with individual recomendati ons.

There being no objection, SCS HB 100 (STA) noved from conm ttee
wi t h individual recomrendations.

#

#SCR 6

SCR 6-APRIL 2001 SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS MONTH

JOHN JCERI GHT, staff to Senator Leman, introduced the resolution as
| egi sl ative desire to increase public awareness of the preval ence
of sexual assault and abuse in Al aska by proclaimng April 2001
Sexual Assault Awareness Mnt h.

Sexual assault crinmes in Al aska are the highest, per capita, in the
nation at 2.4 tinmes the national average. It is estinmated that one
in four Alaska wonen will be an assault or abuse victimin her
lifetime. Greater awareness i s needed because unreported incidents
are about eight tinmes higher than the docunented occurrences.

Thirty-six other states have declared April Sexual Assault
Awareness Month to better coordinate national efforts in
preventing, educating and pronoting a better understanding of
sexual assault. The Statew de Sexual Violence Prevention
Conference, to be held Septenber 5-7, 2001, will undoubtedly have a
greater inmpact with the passage of SCR 6.

He pointed out the need to delete the word "first” on page 2, line
10, because this isn't the first conference to be held.

TRI SHA GENTLE, Director of the Council on Donestic Violence and
Sexual Assault, expressed support for the resolution and thanked
t he sponsor and the conmttee for their efforts in heightening the
publ i c awareness of donestic violence and sexual assault problens
i n Al aska.

LAUREE HUGONIN, Director of Al aska Network on Donestic Viol ence and
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Sexual Assault, also thanked the sponsor and commttee. She
expl ained that activities are usually planned throughout the nonth;
comunities plan marches and candl e |ight cerenonies and provide
time and place for victins to speak out about crinmes perpetrated
against them The recognition that the resolution would provide
woul d be appreci at ed.

CHAI RVAN THERRI AULT asked for questions. There were none.

He proposed deleting the word "first" from page 2, line 10, as
amendnent 1 because this isn't the first conference. There was no
obj ect i on.

He spoke with Senator Lenman's staff about rewording lines 6 and 7
on page 1 and they agreed that it could be inproved. He asked
Senator Phillips for his input.

SENATOR PHI LLIPS said it was a formal resolution and the word "our"
on line 6 was i nfornual.

CHAI RVAN THERRI AULT suggested substituting "Al aska" for "our."

SENATOR DAVI S asked whether "one in four" referred to Al askan or
nati onal statistics.

LAUREE HUGONI N said she thought it was a national statistic that
one in four wonmen and one in six men will be sexually abused by the
time they are eighteen.

ANNETTE KREI TZER, staff to Senator Lenmnan, clarified that it is a
national, not Al askan, statistic.

CHAI RMAN THERRI AULT proposed anendnent 2, page 1, line 6, to read,
"Whereas one in four wonen in America are likely," thereby dropping
the specific reference to nothers, daughters, sisters or wves and
making it a collective.

ANNETTE KREI TZER said that they struggled with the word "will, k"
just as Chairman Therriault had, when rewording line 6. Since they
were quoting a national statistic, the word "will"™ is nore accurate
because one in four wonen will experience sexual assault. This is
very different than one in four wonen are likely to experience
sexual assault.

CHAl RMAN THERRI AULT said he had no objection to that being an

anendnent to amendnent 2. There were no objections and the
amendnent was adopt ed.
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He asked for other anendnents and noted that there was a zero
fiscal note. There were no ot her anendnents.

SENATOR DAVIS noved CSSCR 6(STA) and zero fiscal note from
commttee wth individual recommendat i ons. There were no

obj ecti ons.
#

The neeting was adjourned at 4:00 p. m
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