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Force Base.

MOVED SJR 3 QUT OF COW TTEE
PREVI QUS COMM TTEE ACTI ON
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W TNESS REG STER

Senator Loren Leman

State Capitol Room 115

Juneau, AK 99801

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Sponsor of the bill

Lt. Col. Burton Wggins

Chi ef of F-22 Wapons System Requirenents

Langl ey Air Force Base (AFB), VA

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Answered questions about F-22

Lt. Col. Larry Jones

Chi ef of Weapons System Requirenents

El mendorf AFB, AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Answered questions about F-22

John Joeri ght
Intern with Senator Loren Lenman
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State Capitol, Room 115
Juneau, AK 99801
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Expl ai ned the provisions of SJR 3

Mar k Far mer

Mlitary Freel ance Reporter/ Anal yst

P. 0. Box 22208

Juneau, AK 99802

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Strongly supported SIJR 3

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

TAPE 01-01, SIDE A
Number 001

CHAl RVAN GENE THERRI AULT cal l ed the Senate State Affairs Committee
neeting to order at 1:30 p.m He announced that Senate Joint
Resolution 5 had been waived from commttee for imedi ate fl oor
action that norning so SJR 3 was the only item on the posted

agenda. Present were Senators Phillips, Davis, and Chairnman
Therriaul t.
#SIJR 3

SJR 3-F-22 RAPTOR Al RCRAFT AT ELMENDORF AFB

CHAI RVAN THERRI AULT said that Senator Loren Lenman, the bil

sponsor, was present and ready to testify and that there were two
people ready to testify and answer technical questions via
tel econference. Next he asked Senator Leman to cone forward and
i ntroduce the conmttee to the idea encapsul ated by the resol ution.

SENATOR LEMAN said that Elnmendorf Air Force Base is in his
senatorial district. He has becone interested in this topic in the
9-years that he has represented El nendorf. He was al so pleased to
say that his son is now in the Air Force Acadeny and dreaned of
flying for the Air Force one day. Having the opportunity to talk
wi th himabout Air Force aircraft had piqued his interest. He went
on to say that the resolution supports the placenent of F-22
aircraft at Elnmendorf. The Air Force is currently devel oping and
proving the F-22 as replacenent aircraft for aging F-15 aircraft
and it is possible that El nendorf could becone the hone for the F-
22 and perhaps the next wave. He then asked John Joeright, intern
fromUAS, to cone to the witness table with him He expl ai ned t hat
the intern programallows students to interact with | egislators and
the opportunity to learn the legislative process first hand.

SENATOR LEMAN said that Lt. Colonel Burton Wggins and Lt. Col onel
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Larry Jones were online to answer questions after M. Joeright
presented the opening statenent.

SENATOR PEARCE arrived at the neeting.

JOHN JCERI GHT testified that SIR 3 encourages the United States Air
Force to select El nendorf Air Force Base for depl oynent of the F-22
Raptor. It would conpl enment defense capabilities and significantly
boost Al aska's econony. During the construction phase, the Raptor
woul d inject between $50 million and $300 nmillion into the Al aska
econony and create about 846 jobs. The Raptor woul d repl ace aging
F-15, Eagle Air Superiority Fighters and ensure U.S. air dom nance
for at least the next 3 decades. Air superiority is a prerequisite
to mlitary operations and Alaska is a forward base located in
perhaps the nost strategic location in North Anerica.

He went on to say that with other nations on the verge of
devel oping aircraft on par with the F-15s, Al aska shoul d have the
best fighters to conbat potentially lethal action by foreign
power s.

MR. JOERI GHT said that Lt. Colonel Larry Jones from El nendorf AFB
was online and prepared to answer questions pertaining to inpacts
at El mendorf. Lt. Colonel Burton Wggins fromLangl ey AFB was al so
online and ready to answer technical and tactical questions.

CHAl RVAN THERRI AULT asked if the $150 to $300 mllion construction
woul d occur at El nendorf.

MR JOERIGHT said that it was through the Al aska econony but
referred the question to Lt. Colonel Jones for further explanation.

CHAl RMAN THERRI AULT asked Lt. Colonel Jones if the stationing of
the aircraft in Al aska would nmean a substantial increase of
facilities.

LT. COLONEL LARRY JONES said that it would include some new
facilities and renodeling or upgrades to others.

CHAI RVAN THERRI AULT asked for other questions or testinony.

MARK FARMER, a mlitary freelance reporter and analyst, cane
forward to testify. He stated that he is fully in favor of the
joint resolution and whol eheartedly recomrended that all the
| egi sl ators and other |egislators nmake thensel ves aware of what is
at stake. The F-22 is literally the premer fighter aircraft comng
online in the next few years. He said he wasn't speaking as a
journalist but rather as an Al askan who nmakes his living flying in
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fighter jets, taking pictures and traveling around covering
mlitary activity.

MR. FARMER bel i eves that Al aska has becone perhaps the crown jewel
of the United States test and training ranges. He drew a conpari son
between Al aska and the Nellis range conplex. It is the United
State's nost highly instrunented test and training range in Nevada,
covering about 5,000 square mles. This site is limted by
encr oachnment and environnental concerns and the fact that they have
only a small anount of restricted air space. Al aska, by conparison,
has 63,000 square mles of air space for mlitary use. He said that
the F-22 has renmarkable weapons, radar and super cruise
capabilities. It can fly upwards of 1,000 mles per hour w thout
aft er bur ners.

Al t hough M. Farmer characterizes hinself as being liberal and
havi ng many environnental concerns, he thinks that the mlitary in
Al aska is doing an excellent job mtigating their inpacts. Their
weapons inpact ranges are in 2 small areas of the entire 63,000
square mles. He went on to say that what Alaska really has to
offer these aircraft is the ability to train and test the aircraft
at its maxi mum wi thout having to keep it in a very small test and
trai ni ng range.

As an Al askan, he wanted to encourage the committee nenbers to do
all that they could to make sure that after Langley AFB gets the
first wwng, that Alaska is set to get the F-22 next. He said that
| ooking at the third wing, which is the prinme unit at El nmendorf AFB
havi ng three squadrons of F-15s, two of which are air superiority
fighter squadrons, they have been given the nost advanced active
electronic radar in the world along with fighter data Iink. He said
that these are very F-22 like capabilities. Al aska is already being
prepared for using those capabilities so there is nmuch to | ook
forward to.

He closed in saying that he was urging support of the F-22 in
particular and the mlitary in its endeavors with Al aska' s vast
test and training ranges.

SENATOR PHI LLI PS asked M. Farner if he had a mlitary background.

MR FARMER said that he had been with the Coast Guard and now wor ks
primarily with the Air Force.

CHAl RMAN THERRI AULT asked if there were any other questions or
t esti nmony. There was none. He then said that there were no
proposed changes to the legislation so there was no conmttee
substitute for consideration.
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SENATOR PHI LLIPS noved that SJR 3 be noved from commttee wth
i ndi vi dual recomrendati ons.

CHAI RMAN THERRI AULT asked if there were objections and there were
none. He announced that the next neeting was Thursday February 1,
2001, when they woul d be hearing SIR 8. He adjourned the neeting at
1:45 p. m

#
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