ALASKA STATE LEQ SLATURE
SENATE RULES COWM TTEE
May 10, 2002
9:50 a.m

MVEMBERS PRESENT

Senat or Randy Phillips, Chair
Senat or Gene Therri aul t
Senat or Johnny Ellis

MVEMBERS ABSENT

Senat or John Cowdery, Vice Chair
Senator Rick Halford

COW TTEE CALENDAR

SENATE BI LL NO. 252
"An Act renam ng the Alaska Human Resource Investnent Council as
the Alaska W rkforce Investnent Board and relating to its
menber ship; repealing the termnation date of the state training
and enploynent program relating to enploynent and training
activities; and providing for an effective date."
RESCI NDED PREVI QUS ACTI ON TO ADOPT A SENATE RULES COW TTEE
SUBSTI TUTE AND APPROVED FOR CALENDARI NG

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO 56(FIN)
"An Act relating to m ni nrum wages; and providing for an effective
date."

HEARD AND HELD

HOUSE BI LL NO. 162
"An Act relating to absences from the state under the |ongevity
bonus program”

APPROVED FOR CALENDARI NG

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO 209( HES)
"An Act directing the Departnent of Health and Social Services to
establish a foster care transition program relating to that
program and providing for an effective date.™

APPROVED FOR CALENDARI NG

HOUSE BI LL NO. 458
"An Act relating to periods of probation for state enpl oyees; and
providing for an effective date."

APPROVED FOR CALENDARI NG
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HOUSE BI LL NO. 526
"An Act relating to the deadline for filing financial disclosure
statenents for public nmenbers and public nenber nom nees of the
Sel ect Conmittee on Legislative Ethics."

APPROVED FOR CALENDARI NG

Contract approval for the services of Patrick Coughlin
APPROVED

PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON

SB 252 - See Labor and Conmerce mnutes dated 2/14/02, 4/18/02
and 4/25/02, Finance Report dated 5/6/02 and Rules m nutes dated
5/ 8/ 02.

HB 56 - See Labor and Commerce minutes dated 3/26/02 and Fi nance
Report dated 5/8/02.

HB 162 - See HESS m nutes dated 4/20/01 and 1/28/02, State
Affairs mnutes dated 4/2/02 and 4/18/02 and Fi nance Report dated
5/ 10/ 02.

HB 209 — See HESS m nutes dated 4/15/02 and 4/ 24/ 02 and Fi nance
Report dated 5/7/02.

HB 458 — See State Affairs m nutes dated 4/30/02 and Rul es
m nut es dated 5/7/02.

HB 526 — See State Affairs m nutes dated 5/7/02.

W TNESS REG STER

Senat or John Tor gerson

Al aska State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Expl ained the contract provisions for Patrick
Coughlin

Comm ssi oner Ed Fl anagan
Departnent of Labor & Wbrkforce
Devel opnent
PO Box 21149
Juneau, AK 99802-1149
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Comment ed on HB 526

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

TAPE 02-13, SIDE A
Number 001
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CHAI RVAN RANDY PHILLIPS called the Senate Rules Committee neeting
to order at 9:50 a.m Senators Therriault, Ellis and Phillips
were present.

#SB 252

SENATOR THERRI AULT noved to rescind the conmttee’'s action in
approving SB 252- EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING PROGRAM BOARD for
cal endari ng.

SENATOR ELLI S obj ected and asked for an expl anati on.

SENATOR THERRI AULT said Anmendnent 1, offered the previous day,
was i nadvertently placed in the wong section of the bill

SENATOR ELLI S renoved hi s objection.

SENATOR THERRI AULT noted adoption of the previous notion brings
the bill before the commttee. He then noved to rescind the
commttee’s action in adopting Anendnent 1.

CHAI RVAN PHI LLI PS noted wi t hout objection, the notion carri ed.
SENATOR ELLI'S noved to wit hdraw Amendnent 1.

CHAI RVAN PHI LLI PS noted wi thout objection, the notion carri ed.
SENATOR THERRI AULT noved to adopt Amendnent 2 [Craver 5/9/02}.
CHAI RVAN PHI LLI PS noted wi thout objection, the notion carri ed.
SENATOR THERRI AULT noved to calendar the new Senate Rules
Comm ttee substitute to SB 252 and its three acconpanying fiscal
notes at the Chairman’s discretion.

CHAI RVAN PHI LLI PS noted wi t hout objection, the notion carri ed.
SENATOR THERRI AULT explained that in the new version, al
adm ni strative expenses wll fit under the 20 percent.

#

#HB 56

CHAI RVAN PHI LLI PS said he would nmove CSHB 56( FIN)-M NI MUM WAGE to
the bottom of the cal endar.

SENATOR ELLIS offered to nake a notion to cal endar the bill
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CHAI RVAN PHILLIPS noted a majority of the commttee nust be
present to nove the bill fromcommttee and that two nenbers were
absent .

SENATOR ELLIS said he was wlling to give the Chairman the
di scretion to cal endar the bill

SENATOR THERRI AULT said he is not sure of the need for the bill
since a ballot neasure will be before the voters.

CHAIRVAN PHI LLIPS informed nenbers he would put HB 56 at the
bott om of the cal endar.
#

#HB 162

SENATOR THERRI AULT nmoved to calendar HB 162- ABSENCES UNDER
LONGEVI TY BONUS PROGRAM with its acconpanying fiscal note at the
Chai rman’ s di scretion.

CHAI RVAN PHI LLI PS announced that w thout objection, the notion

carri ed.
#
#HB 209

SENATOR THERRI AULT noved to cal endar CSHB 209( HES) - PROGRAM FOR
FORVER FOSTER CHI LDREN with its acconpanying zero fiscal note at
the Chairman’s discretion.

CHAI RMAN PHI LLI PS announced that w thout objection, the notion

carri ed.
#
#HB 458

SENATOR THERRI AULT noved to calendar HB 458- STATE EMPLOYEE
PROBATI ONARY PERI OD and its acconpanying zero fiscal note at the
Chai rman’ s di scretion.

CHAI RVAN PHI LLI PS announced that w thout objection, the notion

carri ed.
#
#HB 526

SENATOR THERRI AULT noved to cal endar CSHB 526( RLS) - DI SCLOSURE BY
ETH CS COW TTEE MEMBERS and its acconpanying fiscal note at the
Chai rman’ s di scretion.

CHAI RMAN PHI LLI PS announced that w thout objection, the notion
carried.
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#

CHAI RVAN PHI LLIPS told nenbers that approval of a contract for
prof essi onal services was before the commttee. He asked Senator
Torgerson to address the commttee.

SENATOR JOHN TORGERSON explained to committee nenbers that the
contract before the committee is an extension of a contract for
Patrick Coughlin to do work for the Senate Resources Committee
that was entered into when Senator Pearce was the Senate Rul es
Chair, tw years ago. He foresees the need to go to Washi ngton

D.C. this sumrer to work with a conference conmttee and he
believes M. Coughlin will be invaluable in that setting. The
request also contains $6,000 to $8,000 to pay M. Coughlin for
services performed to the end of this legislative session. He
expl ai ned the extension adds $70,000 to the original contract and
$10, 000 for session expenses. O that anmount, $60,000 will cone
from noney approved by the Legislative Council for a tax attorney
to work on tax provisions that cost less than anticipated. He
noted the other option was to take the request directly to the
Legi sl ative Council but requesting a contract extension through
the Senate Rules Conmittee is the sinplest nethod.

SENATOR THERRI AULT asked if the legislature will get a report
that can be used for future gas |ine discussions.

SENATOR TORGERSON i nfornmed nenbers that a final report should be
avai l able by Mnday that has been witten by M. Coughlin and
both econom sts. He added that regarding the federal |egislation,
M. Coughlin has not witten any reports as that is alnost
inpossible to do. M. Coughlin has submtted time sheets each
nonth that clearly show the work he did each day.

SENATOR THERRI AULT noved to approve the contract extension for
t he dol |l ar anpunt di scussed.

CHAI RMAN PHI LLI PS announced that w thout objection, the notion
carried.

#HB 56
The comm ttee took up CSHB 56( FI N) - M NI MUM WAGE.

SENATOR THERRI AULT infornmed nenbers that he heard earlier in the
year that the group that gathered the signatures for the ball ot
initiative found taking this question to the ballot to be
accept abl e.

COW SSI ONER ED FLANAGAN, Departnent of Labor and Wbrkforce
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Devel opnment, said it would not be appropriate for him to speak
for the sponsors of the initiative but he believes Senator
Therriault’s understanding of the discussions in the other body
is correct. He noted there were various discussions regarding
what | anguage was substantially simlar to the ballot initiative

and acknow edgenent that the language in the bill would have to
be alnpbst identical to the ballot initiative in ternms of the
consuner price index. The departnment supports the bill; it is

identical to the initiative. The departnent al so supports | eaving
the question to the voters.

SENATOR THERRI AULT asked that the bill be held for another day.

COWM SSI ONER FLANAGAN pointed out that he prefers the bill as it
takes effect two nonths earlier than the initiative.

SENATOR THERRI AULT asked how this bill wll inpact the school bus
drivers’ contracts if they are halfway into a three-year
contract.

COMM SSI ONER FLANAGAN replied that no changes wll take place
until the next contract negotiation.

SENATOR THERRI AULT agai n requested that the bill be held one day.
CHAI RVAN PHI LLI PS agreed to do so. He then adjourned the neeting

at 10:05 a.m
#
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