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343(FIN) to commttee nenbers

Dr. Phillip Baker

Al aska Psychol ogi cal Associ ation

4325 Laurel #215

Anchor age, AK 99508

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed to CSHB 343(FIN) letter of intent

Dr. Deborah Mhn

Al aska Psychol ogi cal Associ ation

2024 Shepherdi a

Anchor age, AK 99508

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed to CSHB 343(FIN) letter of intent

Dr. David Sperbeck

Psychol ogy Licensing Board

2530 Debarr Rd.

Anchor age, AK 99508

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Opposed to CSHB 343(FIN) letter of intent

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

TAPE 02-5, SIDE A
Number 001

CHAI RVAN RANDY PHILLIPS called the Senate Rules Comm ttee neeting
to order at 10:35 a.m Present were Senators Cowdery, Therriault,
and Phillips. Chairman Phillips informed nenbers that SB 205
would not be heard as it was not in the possession of the
commttee. The commttee took up SB 220.

#SB 220
SENATOR COADERY noved to cal endar at the Chairman’s discretion SB
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220-SCOPE OF PRACTICE OF HAIRDRESSING with its attached fiscal
not es.

There being no objection, CHAIRVAN PHI LLI PS announced the notion
carried.
#

#SB 328

SENATOR COADERY noved to cal endar at the Chairman’s discretion SB
328-BIG GAME HUNTERS ACCOMPANIED BY GUIDE wth its two
acconpanyi ng fiscal notes.

There being no objection, CHAIRVAN PHI LLI PS announced the notion
carried.
#

#SB 342
SENATOR COADERY noved to cal endar at the Chairman’s discretion SB
342- LONG TERM CARE OVBUDSMAN with its attached fiscal notes.

There being no objection, CHAIRVAN PHI LLI PS announced the notion
carried.
#

#HB 343

CHAI RVAN PHI LLI PS announced that today’'s Senate Rules hearing on
CSHB 343-BD OF PROF. COUNSELORS: SUNSET & M SC (FIN) is the first
commttee hearing in the Senate. He infornmed nenbers that the
commttee woul d take public testinony and that Senator Therriault
woul d of fer anendnents to CSHB 343(FIN).

M5. AMY ERI CKSON, staff to Representative Mirkowski and the House
Labor and Comrerce Conmittee, explained that CSHB 343(FIN)
extends the termnation date of the Board of Professional

Counsel ors and anends pr of essi onal counsel ors’ educati on
requirenents to 60 senester hours during or after their achieved
graduate degree. The bill also allows counselors to begin earning

their supervised experience i mediately upon conpletion of their
education, instead of waiting until they conplete their graduate
hours of training.

M5. ERICKSON stated that Anmendnent 1 (J.3) will allow |icensed
prof essional counselors from other states to neet criteria to
supervise clinicians. Master’s level clinicians who have been
supervi sed outside of Alaska will receive credit for their work
when they nove to the state and apply for licensure. Anendnent 2
(J.4) sinmply clarifies that certifications for all types of
supervising professionals will remain in effect unless their
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| icenses are revoked, suspended, or otherwise I|apse. Two
anendnents have been proposed by the Board of Professional
Counsel ors.

SENATOR THERRI AULT clarified that it came to light that if a
clinician had done a practicum or was supervised under the
direction of a supervisor out of state, the clinician would have
to start from scratch when he or she noved to Alaska. The
anmendnents basically say that the tinme a clinician spends under
supervision in another state wll count toward Alaska’s
requi renents.

M5. ERI CKSON agr eed.

M5. ANNE HENRY, Chair of the Board of Licensed Professional
Counsel ors, informed nenbers that as the board was reviewing its
regul ations, it came across a provision that would have all owed
only professional counselors licensed in Al aska to supervise. The
board wanted to clarify that |icensed professional counselors in
other states could also supervise. The second change that
pertains to Arendnent 2 is the result of a glitch that allows the
board to decertify any licensed professional counselor who | ost
his or her |icense but does not allow the board to decertify any
ot her counsel i ng professional .

CHAI RVAN PHI LLI PS t ook tel econference testinony.

DR, PHI LLI P BAKER, Executive Director of the Al aska Psychol ogi cal
Association (APA), offered the followng testinony. The APA
supports the extension of the licensing of professional
counsel ors through the next sunset period, which ends in June of
2005. However, buried within the text of HB 343 is a letter of
intent indicating a recomendation that all four nental health
boards, the Boards of Psychologists, Marriage and Famly
Ther api sts, and Social Wrkers and Professional Counselors, be
conbined into one board. The APA takes great exception to that
|l etter of intent and urges that it be dropped fromthe bill

DR. BAKER explained that with Governor Hickel’'s desire to reduce
the size and expense of governnment, |legislation passed that
requi red professional boards to reduce their size and costs. At
that tinme, Senator Drue Pearce was Chair of the Senate Labor and
Commerce Committee and contacted the APA. The only other nental
health board at that time was a board of social workers. The two
boards agreed to take on the full costs of the operation of their
boards in order to remain separate. The boards felt the
adm nistration of those licensing boards is very |abor intensive
and requires a lot of applicant review work. Both boards felt
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that conbining them would reduce the oversight function, create

probl ens, and possibly increase liability from consunmers who
m ght be nore at risk. Menbers of the Division of Legislative
Budget and Audit have indicated that no econom c benefit will be

gai ned by conbi ning the board. However, this issue cane up as the
result of an audit done last spring by the division in which
several other boards (Boards of Famly and Marital Therapists and
Pr of essi onal Counselors) felt there m ght be an econony of effort
to establish their internal or gani zati on. The Boards of
Psychol ogi sts and Social Wrkers already have well-established
infrastructures and do not need that kind of work. Wat is
overlooked in this proposal is the loss of potential oversight
function and that nore people wll probably be needed to
coordi nate, oversee and supervise the boards involved. For these
reasons, the APA recommends that sonething be done to drop the
letter of intent fromthe bill

DR. SPERBECK, Chairnman of the Psychol ogy Licensing Board, echoed
Dr. Baker’s comments about the Psychology Licensing Board’s
objection to being integrated with other boards. The scope of
training and practice of psychologists is very different fromthe
ot her professionals. He spends at least 5 to 10 hours per week
evaluating training curricula, coursewrk, ethical issues and
continuing education for the psychology profession for the
purpose of protecting the public. He is only able to do that
because he is a trained psychol ogi st and knows what to | ook for.
He does not feel qualified to evaluate the training curricula of
social workers or other counseling professionals. He is strongly
opposed to integrating the boards. He pointed out that in other
jurisdictions, such as Kansas and Nebraska, w th conbi ned boards,
the result was not favorable and many reversed that action.
Psychol ogi sts have been willing to pay higher licensing fees to
remai n i ndependent.

IVS. DEBORAH  MOHN, President of the Alaska Psychol ogi cal
Associ ation, said she agrees with the last two speakers. As a
child psychologist, her education and training were quite
different from that of a social worker or |icensed professiona
counselor. She said it would be inpossible to be famliar enough
with the licensing requirenents of all of the fields to protect
t he public.

CHAI RVAN PHILLIPS asked Dr. Baker if the Senate Labor and
Commerce Committee intended to adopt the letter of intent.

DR. BAKER said he did not know.

SENATOR THERRI AULT noved to adopt Anendnent 1, which reads as
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foll ows.

22-1LS1275\3J. 3
Laut er bach
4/ 16/ 02

AMENDMENT 1

OFFERED | N THE SENATE
TO  CSHB 343(FIN)

Page 2, following line 27:
Insert a new bill section to read:
"* Sec. 3. AS 08.29.210(a) is anended to read:

(a) The board shall approve and certify a person as an
approved counselor supervisor for the purposes of this
chapter if the person

(1) is licensed [UNDER THIS CHAPTER] as a
pr of essi onal counselor or is a |licensed physician, |icensed
advanced nurse practitioner who is certified to provide
psychiatric or nental health services, licensed clinical
social worker, licensed marital and famly therapist,
| i censed psychol ogi st, or licensed psychol ogi cal associ at e;

(2) submts an application for certification and
the appropriate fee;

(3) has five years of counseling experience;

(4) provides to the board for its approval or
di sapproval a statenent t hat details the person's
supervi sion phil osophy, orientation, and experience; and

(5) neets other criteria that nay be established
by the board in regulations.”

M5. ERI CKSON expl ai ned that Amendnent 1 will allow professiona
counselors from other states to neet the criteria to supervise
clinicians.

There being no objection, CHAIRVAN PHI LLI PS announced the notion
carried.

SENATOR THERRI AULT noved to adopt Amendnent 2 (J.4), which reads
as follows.

22-LS1275\J. 4

Laut er bach
4/ 16/ 02

AMENDMENT 2
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OFFERED | N THE SENATE
TO CSHB 343(FIN)

Page 2, following line 27:
Insert a new bill section to read:
"* Sec. 3. AS 08.29.210(b) is anended to read:

(b) Certification under (a) of this section remains in
effect, without the need for renewal of the certification,
until the person's professional |icensure [AS A PROFESSI ONAL
COUNSELOR] is revoked, suspended, or otherw se | apses.”

V. ERI CKSON explained that Amendnent 2 clarifies that
certifications for all types of supervising professionals wll
remain in effect unless their license is revoked, suspended, or
| apses.

SENATOR THERRI AULT asked if Anmendnent 2 is linked to the first
anendnent as far as elimnating the ability to do supervisory
work if a license is pulled.

M5. ERI CKSON said that is correct.

There being no objection to Amendnent 2, CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS
announced that Amendnment 2 was adopt ed.

SENATOR THERRI AULT asked if the fiscal note reflects an increase
in fees.

MS. CATHERI NE REARDON, Director of the Division of QOccupationa

Li censing, infornmed nenbers that the fiscal note reflects the
divisions expenditures that have been requested in the 2003
budget. That request is based on the ambunt spent |ast year. She
al so nentioned that the House letter of intent was in nenbers

packets when the bill was discussed by the Senate Labor and
Commerce Conmmttee. Menbers did not specifically address the
|l etter of intent or take any action on it.

CHAI RVAN PHI LLIPS asked if whether the letter of intent has any
effect on any fiscal note.

M5. REARDON said it does not because the letter of intent says it
is the intent of the House that the boards nerge in 2005.
Legislation would have to pass to do that so the fiscal note
attached to that |egislation would contain those costs.

SENATOR THERRI AULT noved SCS HB 343(RLS) for calendaring with one
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zero fiscal note.

CHAI RMAN PHI LLI PS announced that with no objection, the notion
carried.

CHAI RMAN PHI LLIPS said the commttee will not take up the letter
of intent, which he personally opposes.

SENATOR THERRI AULT said that by taking no action, the Senate
cannot undo the action taken in the House so the House's
expression of intent still stands. The letter actually specifies
that it is the intent of the House Labor and Commerce Committee.
He noted the third paragraph of the letter extends an offer to
the boards to propose alternative conbinations. He said he feels
confortable not taking action on the letter of intent as it wll
stand as the House’s expression alone. He pointed out the Senate
could not take action to negate it anyway.

CHAl RMAN PHI LLIPS said that is true unless the Senate amends it
to be the intent of the Senate and House. He noted that due to
lack of interest, the commttee would take no action on the
letter of intent.

SENATOR THERRI AULT indicated that any senator can bring the
letter of intent up on the Senate fl oor.

CHAI RVAN PHI LLI PS agreed. Wth no further business, he adjourned

the neeting at 10:57 a.m
#
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