ALASKA STATE LEG SLATURE
SENATE RULES COW TTEE
February 14, 2002
10:33 a.m

MEMBERS PRESENT

Senat or Randy Phillips, Chair
Senat or CGene Therri aul t
Senat or Johnny Ellis

VEMBERS ABSENT

Senat or John Cowdery, Vice Chair
Senator Rick Hal ford

COWM TTEE CALENDAR

SENATE BI LL NO. 244
"An Act extending the term nation date of the Board of Exam ners
in Optonetry; and relating to optonetrists.”

ADOPTED CSSB 244( RLS) AND APPROVED FOR CALENDARI NG

SENATE BI LL NO. 257
"An Act extending the termnation date of the Board of
Pr of essi onal Counselors.”

APPROVED FOR CALENDARI NG

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON NO. 12
Relating to the preservation of enploynent opportunities for
United States | ongshoremen with respect to unloading and | oadi ng

of foreign vessels.
APPROVED FOR CALENDARI NG

PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON

SB 244 - See Labor and Commerce m nutes dated 1/31/02.

SB 257 - See Labor and Commerce minutes dated 2/7/02 and Fi nance
m nutes dated 2/12/02.

HCR 12 - See Labor and Commerce m nutes dated 2/7/02.
W TNESS REG STER
Ms. Pat Davi dson

Di vision of Legislative Budget & Audit
Legi sl ative Affairs Agency
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Al aska State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Expl ai ned an anendnent to SB 244

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

TAPE 02-01, SIDE A
Number 001

CHAI RVAN RANDY PHILLIPS called the Senate Rules Committee neeting
to order at 10:33 a.m Senators Therriault, Ellis and Phillips
were present.

#SB 244

CHAIRMAN PHILLIPS informed conmmttee nenbers that SB 244-
OPTOVETRI STS: SUNSET AND M SCELLANEQOUS woul d be the first order
of business and that an amendnment to SB 244 woul d be of fered.

SENATOR THERRI AULT expl ai ned that when SB 244 was heard in the
Senate Labor and Conmmerce Committee, Senator Davis worked out
conprom se |language for an anendnent based on a recent
| egi sl ative audit recomrendation. That anendnent was renoved by
the Senate Finance Committee with mniml discussion. He noted
that Senator Stevens was perpl exed because when the bill noved
from the Senate Labor and Comerce Commttee, it received five
“do pass” recommendations. The adoption of the amendnent by the
Senate Rules Committee will restore the bill to the Senate Labor
and Comerce Comm ttee version.

SENATOR THERRI AULT noved to adopt Anmendnent 1, which reads:
AS 08.72.150 is anended to read:

Sec. 08.72.150. Application for exam nation and issuance
of i cense. An  applicant shal | apply for the
examnation by filing an application wth the
departnment together with the examnation fee by the
deadl i ne established by the departnment in regul ations.
The departnent nmay require the applicant to submt a
phot ograph of the applicant for its files, however the
phot ograph may not be forwarded with the application to
the board for review Upon successful conpletion of the
exam nation by the applicant and paynent of the |license
fee, the board shall issue a |license to the successful
applicant. The applicant nmay practice optonetry in the
state upon receipt of the |icense.
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V5. PAT DAVIDSON, Division of Legislative Audit, told commttee
menbers that the division recently audited the Board of Exam ners
of Optonmetry and recommended that the Board renove its
requirenent that a photograph acconpany applications. That
requirenent is in regulation. The basis for that reconmendation
is that the photograph provides an opportunity to introduce
prejudice into an evaluation function. The division can keep
phot ographs on file for identification purposes, but photographs
are unnecessary when the board is contenplating an application
The reconmendation is to renove that requirenment fromregul ation

SENATOR THERRI AULT said the conprom se |anguage allows the
division to require a photograph to be submtted but it cannot
forward the photograph with the application when it is reviewed.
He said one question that has been asked is why this change is
only being made on this |icense application.

V5. DAVI DSON sai d the photograph i ssue has been a recurring thene
in the division's audit recommendati ons on boards under sunset
review. However, adoption of that recomendation has been
i nconsi stent. She stated that nore enphasis is placed on getting
i dentification when soneone sits for an exam nation.

CHAl RMAN PHI LLIPS said with no further discussion and a 3 to O
vote, Amendnent 1 was adopt ed.

SENATOR THERRI AULT noved CSSB 244(RLS) and its attached fi scal
note fromcomittee for the purpose of cal endaring.

CHAI RVAN PHI LLI PS announced that with no objection, the notion
carried.
#

#SB 257
SENATOR THERRI AULT noved to calendar SB 257-EXTEND BOARD OF
PROFESSI ONAL COUNSELORS with its attached fiscal note.

CHAI RVAN PHILLIPS noted with no testinmony and no objections to
the notion, SB 257 woul d be cal endared on Wdnesday.
#

#HCR 12
SENATOR THERRI AULT noved to calendar HCR 12-FORElI GN SH PS AND
U S. LONGSHOREMEN and its attached zero fiscal note.

CHAI RVAN PHI LLI PS announced that with no objection, HCR 12 woul d
be pl aced on Wednesday’ s cal endar.
#
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There being no further business to cone before the commttee,
CHAI RVAN PHI LLI PS adj ourned the neeting at 10:45 a.m
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