ALASKA STATE LEG SLATURE
SENATE LABOR & COMVERCE COWM TTEE
February 8, 2001
1:30 p. m

MVEMBERS PRESENT

Senat or Randy Phillips, Chair
Senat or Al an Aust er man
Senator Loren Leman

Senat or John Tor ger son
Senator Bettye Davis

MEMBERS ABSENT
Al'l nmenbers present
COW TTEE CALENDAR
SENATE BI LL NO. 52
"An Act extending the termnation date of the State Physical
Therapy and Cccupati onal Therapy Board."
MOVED SB 52 QUT OF COW TTEE
SENATE BI LL NO. 53
"An Act extending the term nation date of the Board of Barbers and
Hai rdressers.”
MOVED SB 53 QUT OF COW TTEE
PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
SB 52 - No previous action to record.
SB 53 - No previous action to record.
W TNESS REGQ STER
Ms. Heat her Brakes, Aide
Senator Cene Therriaul t
State Capitol Bldg.
Juneau AK 99801-1182
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Commented on SB 52 and SB 53 for sponsor.

Ms. Karen Grafton, President
Al aska Physi cal Therapy Associ ation

SENATE L& C COWM TTEE -1- February 8, 2001



12821 Troy St.
Anchorage AK 99515
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Supported SB 52.

Ms. Cat herine Reardon, Director

D vision of Cccupational Licensing

Department of Comrunity and Econonmi ¢ Devel opnent
P. 0. Box 110806

Juneau AK 99811

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Supported SB 52 and SB 53.

Ms. Mary Veal e

Aneri can Physical Therapy Association, Al aska Chapter
8940 N. Dougl as Hwy.

Juneau AK 99801

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Supported SB 52.

M. JimGiffin, Audit Manager

Di vision of Legislative Audit

P. O Box 113300

Juneau AK 99801

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Commented on SB 52.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

TAPE 01-4, SIDE A
Number 001
#SB52

SB 52- TERM NATI ON OF STATE PHYS THERAPY BOARD

CHAI RVAN RANDY PHILLIPS called the Senate Labor & Comerce
Comm ttee neeting to order at 1:30 p.m and announced SB 52 to be
up for consideration.

M5. HEATHER BRAKES, Aide to Senator Therriault, said SB 52 is an
act that extends the termnation date of the State Board of
Physi cal Therapy and GCccupational Therapy. It anends Title 8,
Chapter 3, Section 10 to extend this Board an additional six years
from June 30, 2001 to June 30, 2007. There was a $0 fiscal note.
The auditors found that, "The Board is operating in an efficient
and effective manner. It should be continued to regul ate physical
and occupational therapists. The Board is safeguarding the public
interest by pronoting their conpetence and integrity of those who
hol d thensel ves out to the public as qualified physical therapists,
occupat i onal t her api st s, physi cal therapy assistants, and
occupational therapy assistants. The Board serves the public
pur pose and has denonstrated an ability to conduct its business in
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a satisfactory nmanner." She noted that the audit recomended the
Board be extended for six years instead of the usual four.

M5. KAREN GRAFTQN, President, Al aska Physical Therapy Associ ation,
said they supported SB 52.

M5. CATHERI NE REARDON, Executive Director, D vision of Cccupationa
Li censi ng, supported SB 52.

M5. MARY VEALE, Anerican Physical Therapy Association, Al aska
Chapt er, supported SB 52.

MR JIM GRIFFIN, Audit Mnager, Legislative Audit, said that one
sort-of unique thing about the Physical and QOccupational Therapy
Board is that it's recommended to go beyond the four year standard
ext ensi on suggested in the statutes. He explained that three years
ago the Board extended the nunber of Boards and caused themto have
a good supply of sunsets due in 2005. This year they have six
Cccupational Licensing Board sunset nenbers. |f they would have
gone with the standard four years, that would put them at 2005,
giving his division nine sunsets. This is mainly to snooth out the
audit work load that is required under AS 44.66. They chose
Physi cal and QOccupational Therapi sts because they felt that Board
"was a clean audit." They had the | east anount of issues com ng up
on the horizon. Al the other boards and conm ssions in the class
have sone issues com ng up.

SENATOR TORGERSON noved to pass SB 52 from commttee wth
i ndi vi dual recommendations. There were no objections and it was so
or der ed.

#

#SB53

SB_ 53- EXTENDI NG THE BD. OF BARBERS/ HAI RDRESSERS

M5. BRAKES testified that SB 53 anends Title 8, Chapter 3, Section
10 to extend the Board of Barbers and Hairdressers an additional
four years fromJune 30, 2001 to June 30, 2005. She said there was
a $0 fiscal note and a letter of support from Cheryl Sutton, Chair
of the Board.

She said the auditors found, "The Board benefits the public by
establishing m ninum education and experience requirenments that
provi de reasonabl e assurance that persons |icensed are qualified."
M5. REARDON said she al so supported SB 53.

SENATOR AUSTERMAN asked her to explain the fiscal note.
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M5. REARDON explained that the second page of the fiscal note
provi des informati on about expenditures for FY 99/00. They license
for two-year periods and need to | ook at two years of revenue to
see if a programis paying for itself. She did not see an over-
collection in the cycle. Deficits and surpluses are rolled forward

fromprior years. She also explained that all |icenses renewin the
same fiscal year and that's why there is a high revenue year and a
| ow revenue year. In FY 99, they collected $65, 000 from new

entrants into the profession. The high year was 2000. They woul d
all be renewing this August 31 which would show up on 2002
revenues. She added that they adjusted fees about six nonths ago to
i npl enent a | aw naking |licenses the sane price.

SENATOR LEMAN noved to pass CS 53 fromconmttee with individua
reconmendati ons. There were no objections and it was so ordered.
#

CHAI RVAN PHI LLI PS adj ourned the neeting at 1:43 p.m

SENATE L& C COWM TTEE -4- February 8, 2001



