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ACTI ON NARRATI VE

TAPE 02-32, SIDE A
Number 001

CHAI RVAN ROBIN TAYLOR called the Senate Judiciary Conmttee
neeting to order at 3:56 p.m Senators Ellis, Cowdery and Chair
Tayl or wee present. The conmttee took up CSHB 135(JUD) am

#HB 135
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CSHB 135(JUD) am EXCESSI VE PCLI CE SERVI CES: FEES/ TENANCY

MR.  NATHAN JOHNSON, staff to Representative Getchen GQuess,
sponsor of HB 135, told nenbers the inpetus for HB 135 canme from
comunity patrols and police officers because of nuisance
properties, such as drug houses, in the conmmunity. Al aska
currently has an abatenent |law but it sets a very high standard
that is difficult for the police to neet resulting in chronically
probl ematic properties. HB 135 allows a nunicipality to adopt an
ordinance that would allow it to assess a fee to the property
owner for excessive police visits. The fee may be a |ien against
the property, which gives the nunicipality |everage to bring
absentee l|andlords to the table. He noted that often outside
banks that own these properties are not that interested in the
conduct that occurs on their properties. The fee my not be
i nposed for calls related to donestic violence, child neglect, or
stal king. The bill includes a provision that prohibits a fee from
being inposed if the landlord took pronpt corrective action to
renmedy the problem The |egislation nodifies the |andlord-tenant
law to give the landlord grounds for eviction so that the
| andl ord cannot be wunfairly charged for the behavior of the
tenants. He infornmed nenbers that the Al aska Association of
Realtors, the Al aska Mortgage Bankers Associ ation, the Ketchikan

Fai rbanks and Anchorage Police Departnents, the Al aska Peace

Oficers Association, the Alaska Mini ci pal League, t he
Muni ci pality of Anchorage and STAR support this legislation. He
added that this bill is one of the priorities of the Miunicipality

of Anchor age.
SENATOR CONDERY asked if the bill has a fiscal inpact.

MR, JOHNSON said there is no fiscal note as CSHB 135(JUD)am is
nmerely enabling |egislation.

CHAI RVAN TAYLOR said he had a proposed conmttee substitute
prepared (| abel ed Cook 4/29/02) that says the fee may not exceed
the actual cost of the excessive responses. He noted that change
was added to place a Ilimtation on what a nunicipality mght do
so that it could not use this as a revenue generator.

SENATOR CONDERY noved to adopt the proposed conmittee substitute
as the work draft.

CHAI RMAN TAYLOR announced that wthout objection, the notion
carried. He then informed nmenbers that his staff, Mke Wite,
wor ked closely with Representative Guess on this legislation. He
asked M. Johnson to inform nenbers of any other changes were
made in the commttee substitute.
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MR. JOHNSON explained that the conmttee substitute expands the
options for giving service to the property owner in response to
Chairman Taylor’s concerns. It gives law enforcenent officers
service options other than certified mil. He said that
Representative Guess is pleased with that change.

CHAI RVAN TAYLOR t hanked M. Johnson and Representative Guess for
bringing this |legislation forward.

SENATOR ELLIS noved SCS CSHB 135(JUD) from committee wth
i ndi vi dual recommendati ons and its acconpanyi ng zero fiscal note.

CHAI RMVAN TAYLOR announced that wthout objection, SCS CSHB
135(JUD) noved from commttee. He then announced the commttee
woul d stand in recess subject to a call of the Chair.

#
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