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Number 001

CHAI RVAN ROBI N TAYLOR cal l ed the Senate Judiciary Commttee meeting
to order at 1:36 p.m Present were Senator Ellis, Senator
Therriault, Senator Cowdery and Chairman Tayl or.

CHAI RMAN TAYLOR announced the comm ttee woul d take up confirmation
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hearings for the Select Conmttee on Legislative Ethics. He
t hanked M. Onens for his willingness to serve on the commttee and
asked himto give his presentation.

MR. THOVAS O/NENS said he has been in Al aska since 1967 and is a
senior partner with the law firm Onvens and Turner in Anchorage. He
graduated fromthe United States Air Force Acadeny with a degree in
engineering, as a rated navigator, and conm ssioned second

| i eut enant . He has a jurist doctorate from the Duke University
School of Law and a master's degree in clinical psychology from
Al aska Pacific University. He is certified in neurolinguistic

programming and is also a certified individual and organi zati onal
coach.

MR. OWNENS has been practicing | aw, psychol ogy, and consulting in
Anchor age. He has submtted a list of Owens and Turner's
representative clients to the commttee. M. Oaens specializes in
litigation and persuasion, and he represents enployers in | abor and
enpl oynent relation matters.

MR. OWNENS said he is happy to volunteer his services for the
| egi slative ethics commttee. He feels he can do a good job and he
| ooks forward to participating in the comnmttee work, which he

considers to be primarily educational. He also |ooks forward to
assisting the legislature in living wwthin the laws it has adopted
to regulate it's own conduct. M. Owmens does not consider his

function as a nenber of the legislative ethics coonmittee to be a
wat chdog.

Number 268

SENATOR THERRI AULT asked if there was any one client he does a
pr eponderance of work for.

MR O/NENS said his |aw firm does not have one dom nant client; they
represent many businesses in and outside of Al aska.

SENATOR THERRI AULT asked for the nunmber of |icensed practitioners
in his law firm

MR. ONENS answered that there are currently eight | awers working
for Omens and Turner.

Number 386

CHAI RVMAN TAYLOR asked how or if he distingui shes between the words
norality and ethics.

SENATE JUD COW TTEE - 2- January 24, 2001



MR O/ENS replied he would apply the statute as the | egislature has
adopted it; he would not substitute his sense of what's norally
right or norally wong for the decisions that have already been
made by the |egislature.

CHAI RVAN TAYLOR said that attorneys live by a code of ethics that
is interpreted and regul ated by a panel within the bar association.
Peopl e who practice | aw have a uni que understandi ng of the judici al
code. Chai rman Tayl or said that sonetinmes the |ayperson thinks
that norality is a subject for discussion by the ethics commttee.
He is troubled by this because a | egislator can be highly ethical
in the way he/she conducts thenselves, and at the sane tine be an
al coholic. There are certain people in the public who would find
this personal conduct offensive to their noral code. Chai r man
Tayl or asked if M. Onens felt there was a distinction here.

Nunber 707

MR. OWENS said he feels there is a distinction. Wen interpreting
and enforcing the code of ethics, it is inportant to deal wth
et hi cal behavi or, w thout superinposing a person's own noral code.
The ethics committee seeks to interpret and assist in self-
regul ati on and enforcenent.

Number 831

SENATOR DONLEY said the Alaska Public Ofices Conm ssion (APQOC)
sonetimes extrapolates its own view of the statutes and does not
al ways confine itself to the paraneters of the statutes. APOC has
not always attenpted to find legislative intent, it has inported
its own thoughts into what the statutes should nean, rather than
what they say. He asked M. Ownens about his personal philosophy in
dealing with this.

MR OWNENS said he is inpressed with the way the past ethics
conmttee has gone about setting up the commttee process in giving
i nformal advice and answering questions. This process has enabl ed
the conmttee to devel op a body of advice law, which is of benefit
to everyone. As far as his role, the first thing he will look to
is the statute - what the |egislature has announced as its own
rules to govern its own conduct.

Nunber 1014
SENATOR THERRI AULT asked how M. Oaens' nane was advanced.

MR. OVENS replied he was called by Chief Justice Dana Fabe who
asked him to serve on the ethics committee. He considered the
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request and informed her he would be honored to serve. She then
wote a letter nomnating him

CHAI RVAN TAYLOR thanked him for offering to serve on the panel
havi ng someone with his background and experience is a real plus
for everyone.

MR. OVENS said he would |Iike to make one comment for the record -
he would |like his name to read Thomas P. Owens, Jr.

SENATOR COWDERY asked that the letter approving M. Thomas P.
Onens, Jr. to the Select Committee on Ethics be sent to the ful
Legi sl ature for consideration.

CHAI RVAN TAYLOR announced M. Dennis E. "Skip" Cook as the next
person for consideration. Chairman Taylor asked himto give his
presentation to the conmttee.

Nunber 1191

MR DENNIS E. "SKIP" COOKX said he has been serving on the
| egislative ethics conmittee for the last two years. He was
initially contacted by Chief Justice Skip Matthews and this year he
was contacted by Chief Justice Dana Fabe. He is willing to

continue serving on the conmttee because there has been a high
turnover in personnel this year, and he feels that continuity and a
snooth transition are inportant for the conmttee. For the second
year, he will be chairman of the overall ethics conmttee.

MR. COOK said he was born and raised in Fairbanks and has only
lived away to attend school. He went to M T undergraduate schoo

and received a degree in economcs, politics, and engineering. He
has a nmaster's degree in political science and he also has a | aw
degr ee. He ran the first organizational election for the North
Star Borough and he nmanaged the centennial exposition in Fairbanks.
M. Cook worked for Governor Egan as head of the Local Affairs
Agency, which was the predecessor of the Departnment of Comrunity
and Regional Affairs.

MR. COOK said he has been with Cook, Schuhmann & G osecl ose for 31
years. The firm has ten lawers, five partners, and five
associ at es.

MR. COOK said he has enjoyed his service on the commttee and is
happy to continue as a nenber. As a group, the commttee tries to
make certain that people know what the ethical expectations are,
and because of this, conplaints have been few
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MR COOK commented that the commttee is there to make certain that
the ethic disclosures that are required to be nade are nmade. They
review the disclosures and if there is a conplaint, the conmttee
will then take action. The conmttee is not out in the forefront
canpai gni ng for anyone's perceived set of norals.

CHAI RVAN TAYLOR thanked him on behalf of the commttee for his
years of service and for staying on to provide continuity.

SENATOR THERRI AULT disclosed that his wife is one of the five
partners at Cook, Schuhmann and G osecl ose and that M. Cook is a
personal friend of his.

SENATOR COWNDERY asked that the letter approving M. Dennis E.
"Ski p" Cook to the Select Commttee on Legislative Ethics be sent
to the full |egislature for approval

CHAI RMAN TAYLOR announced that there is no schedul ed date to hear

SB 37 yet. There being no further business to conme before the
commttee, the neeting was adjourned at 2:04 p. m
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