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ACTI ON NARRATI VE
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Number 001

VI CE- CHAl RMVAN LEMAN cal |l ed the Senate Health, Education & Soci al
Services Cormittee neeting to order at 1:45 p.m Present were
Senators Ward, Davis, WIken and Leman. The first order of
busi ness to cone before the commttee was SCR 2.

#SCR2
SCR 2- SOBRI ETY AWARENESS MONTH

SENATOR WARD, sponsor of SCR 2, noved to adopt a proposed conmittee
substitute. There being no objection, CSSCR 2(HES) was adopted in
lieu of the original resolution.

He expl ai ned that CSSCR 2(HES) adds a reference to inhal ant abuse
on page 1, lines 7 and 14, and on page 2, lines 4 and 6. He
poi nted out that change was made as a result of testinony heard at
the January 29 heari ng.

VI CE- CHAl RVAN LEMAN asked if anyone el se wished to testify. No one
di d.

SENATOR WARD nmoved CSSCR 2(HES) from committee with individua
recommendations. There being no objection, the notion carried.
#

VI CE- CHAI RVAN LEMAN noted the next item on the agenda was the
overview by the Department of Education and Early Devel opnent
( DOEED) .

SENATOR W LKEN noted he had to | eave to testify on legislation in
anot her conmm ttee.

OVERVI EW BY THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON & EARLY DEVELOPMENT

M5. SHI RLEY HOLLOWMY, Comm ssioner of DCEED, introduced Deputy
Comm ssi oner Bruce Johnson, Deputy Conm ssioner Yvonne Chase, and
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Bet h Nordlund, |egislative |iaison to DOEED.

COW SSI ONER HOLLOWAY stated that five fundanental beliefs drive
the work of DOEED

e« Al children, given adequate opportunity and support, can
| ear n.

e H gh standards in early devel opnent prograns increase the
potential for high student achievenent in |ater school years.

e Hi gh student standards, which set high expectations, produce
hi gh achi evenent .

* Results matter.
* Financial support for schools nust be equitable.

COWM SSI ONER HOLLOWAY stated that Deputy Conmm ssioner Chase wl |
di scuss quality initiatives in early devel opnent. Afterward, she
and Deputy Conm ssioner Johnson wll review the new statew de
assessnment system The two will then give the Conmttee DOEED s
rationale for the request for a responsible and fair high school
qualifying examtineline. She noted commttee packets contain a
copy of the Al aska Board of Education's resolution on this topic.
The two will describe other accountability neasures that will be
i npl enented, specifically the school designator program The
presentation will conclude with M. Eddy Jeans, School Finance and
Facilities Section director, giving the commttee an overvi ew of
the public school funding program

SENATOR DAVI S asked if the group brought a copy of the assessnent
results.

COW SSI ONER HOLLOWAY said they did and the results could be found
in a DCEED docunent entitled "Assessnent Overview."

DEPUTY COW SSIONER YVONNE CHASE explained DOEED s early
devel opnment quality initiatives. Those initiatives track with
three major categories in the quality schools initiative: t he
qual ity professional standards; the fam |y, school, business and
comunity network; and the school excellence standards.

Under the quality professional standards, DOEED is devel oping a
conpr ehensi ve system  of st andar ds for early chi | dhood
professionals. This design has been called the A aska SEED (State
Education and Early Devel opnent) program It lays out the
conpet enci es and educational requirenments for the various |evels of
early devel opnment professionals - sonething that has been in the
works for three years and is now ready for inplenentation. DOEED
was able to acquire additional federal funding this year that wll
be used to inplenent the design and assist the University of Al aska
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in conpleting an essential piece of this process: a bachelors
degree program in early childhood developnment with a distance
delivery option. This process was fast-tracked because Head Start
is federally nmandated to have at | east 50 percent of its staff have
CDAs by FY 03.

DCEED began a pilot childcare apprenticeship programwth help from
t he Al aska Human Resource | nvestnment Council (AHRIC) and a federal
grant. The programs purpose is to address the wage issues in this
historically | ow wage industry. The average wage for childcare
workers is less than that for a parking | ot attendant.

Another initiative is the childcare grant program and, thanks to
t he assistance of the Legislature |last year, it has expanded. That
program is focused on licensing facilities in the state and
increasing the quality of childcare prograns.

CHAIR GREEN had arrived and asked M. Chase if she had any
information on |icensing.

DEPUTY COW SSI ONER CHASE offered to discuss licensing after she
explained the initiatives. She explained that DOEED is in the
process of developing regulations that will place greater focus on
standards in childcare facilities. Current regulations focus on
| i censing. Sonme statutory changes may be necessary.

The next initiative pertains to the famly, schools, business and
conmuni ty network, which enphasi zes the partnershi p anong agenci es,
particularly DOCEED and DHSS. Because resources for early
devel opnent are limted, both departnments wanted to nmake sure they
were coordinated. The elimnation of the waitlist in the childcare
subsi dy program has been a nmjor acconplishnent because, for the
| ast several years, the programhas had a waitlist and the nunber
of famlies needing childcare increased to 1200 due to welfare
reform by the end of last fiscal vyear. The Legislature
appropriated additional funds for the childcare subsidy and the
waitlist has been elimnated in every |location except Anchorage.
Sufficient funds are avail able to Anchorage and workers are noving
through the |ist.

CHAI R GREEN asked if that programis run by the Minicipality of
Anchor age.

DEPUTY COW SSI ONER CHASE said it is.
DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER CHASE expl ai ned the |l ast itemunder the famly

network initiative is the devel opnent of a five star rating system
for facilities. A nunber of states are taking this direction to
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give parents a clearer way to evaluate the quality differences
anong facilities.

The last initiative pertains to school excellence standards. That
initiative is twofold: DOEED is encouraging accreditation and is
trying to restructure the systemto provide a financial incentive
for facilities to nove through the licensing and accreditation

process. At this time only 25 of Alaska's facilities are
accredited; nost of those are on mlitary installations where
accreditation is required. In reviewing the eligibility systemfor

the childcare subsidy program DOEED is |ooking at barriers that
m ght prevent parents from using the system For exanple, DOCEED
can subsidize a parent for up to 97 percent of the cost of
childcare but, at one lower incone level, the subsidy is 85
percent. Therefore, a parent who mght get a slight incone
i ncrease may then have the cost of childcare increase fromthree to
15 percent. |If the parent has two or three children, that anopunt
can be substantial. For sonme parents, the income increase m ght
have been $100 per nonth while the increase in childcare costs is
nore. As a result, sone parents are taking their children out of
childcare and putting themin | ess safe environnents.

Nunber 1012
SENATOR DAVI S asked Ms. Chase to expand on that |ast point.

DEPUTY COW SSI ONER CHASE said if a person's incone falls at the
top of the category that allows for a 97 percent subsidy, a snal
increase will place themin the next category of eligibility, which
provi des for an 85 percent subsi dy.

CHAI R GREEN asked what age group the child care subsidy covers.

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER CHASE answered birth through 12. After school
care is covered for 13 year ol ds.

SENATOR WARD asked if Ms. Chase had any suggestions to renedy the
subsi dy probl em

DEPUTY COMM SSI ONER CHASE sai d one possibility is to create another
breakout in the eligibility scale so that the subsidy does not
decrease from 97 to 85 percent, perhaps a 92 percent subsidy.

SENATOR WARD asked if the subsidy problem is causing anyone to
decl ine additional incone.

Nunber 1167
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DEPUTY COW SSI ONER CHASE sai d she has heard anecdotal stories but
she believes it rarely happens. She thinks the opposite nmay occur
- that is the individual takes the pay increase and renoves the
children from childcare.

CHAI R GREEN asked who sets the percentages.

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER CHASE sai d DCOEED does so the departnent can
| ook at the scale.

CHAI R GREEN asked if those rates are set by regul ation.
DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER CHASE said that is correct.

The commttee then turned to the next portion of DOEED s
present ati on.

COWM SSI ONER HOLLOWAY t hanked Chair Green for inviting DOEED to
have an in-depth discussion with the conmttee over the next five
weeks on the high school qualifying exam She suggested that DOEED
provide an outline to the conmttee for those discussions.

CHAI R GREEN said that would be fine.

COW SSI ONER HOLLOMAY noted that commttee nenbers have a docunent
entitled "H story of Al aska School Reform Since 1991" in their
packets. She pointed out that from 1990, at the onset of the
devel opment of the content standards, until 1998, standards have
been voluntary - use was at the discretion of school districts.
Wth the passage of SB 36 and the exit exam | egislation in 1998,
the standards in reading, witing and nath becane nandatory.

Nunber 1313

CHAI R GREEN asked if DOEED or the Board of Education has revi ewed
the statutory requirenents for high school graduation

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER BRUCE JOHNSON replied the credit requirenents
are established through regulation. Currently, 21 credits are
required for graduation. Many districts require nore and specify
particul ar courses of study. The two issues facing a high school
student are neeting the |ocal graduation requirenents and passing
the qualifying exam

CHAI R GREEN asked what makes up the 21 credits and who deci des what
is a reasonabl e requirenent.

COW SSI ONER HOLLOWAY said to her knowl edge it has been a long tine
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since the Board of Education reviewed that. However, she has
noticed that districts have raised the bar significantly in
relationship to the nunber of credits required.

CHAI R GREEN said she thinks that is an area that needs to be | ooked
at .

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER JOHNSON added that sonme districts are asking
the Board of Education to substitute the credit requirenment with
standards. The sane skills and knowl edge woul d be taught but seat
time would not be part of the equation. The Board of Education has
granted waivers to two districts and two nore will be considered in
Mar ch.

SENATOR WARD asked which two districts were granted the wai ver and
whi ch two are pending.

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER JOHNSON said the Chugach and the Iditarod
School Districts have been granted wai vers and Lake and Peninsul a
Bor ough and Sout heast |sland School Districts are com ng before the
Board in March

COW SSI ONER HOLLOMAY expl ai ned that a standards based system noves
away from seat tine and focuses on whether students know and can do
what has been identified as essential. Adding credits does not
guarantee student results. She said she would | ook forward to a
conversation on that issue.

CHAI R GREEN asked if any of those schools are charter schools.

COW SSI ONER HOLLOWAY pointed out that in the school reform
outline, there has been a great deal of process. DOEED has worked
w th many groups across Al aska on the devel opnent of the initial
content standards and performance standards that guide the
devel opment of the test and benchmarks, and groups of people who
continue to work with DOEED on the renewal process of the
assessnent system She rem nds people that the standards did not
come out of the Legislature or the DOEED. They came from people
across the state.

Nunber 1540

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER JOHNSON referred to the "Assessnent Overview, "
whi ch summari zes sone of the performance nmeasures to date. Page 1
of that docunment contains the results of the first benchmark
assessnments given to students in grades 3, 6, and 8. A nunber of
individuals assisted in the developnment and review of the
standards, which were ultimately adopted by the Board of Educati on.
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The tests were then developed with Al askans selecting the test

guesti ons. About 40 percent of the field test questions were
t hrown out because they did not work well with all populations in
the state. The entire exam nation program is based around the

essential skills in reading, witing and mathematics. A lot of
di scussion is expected fromthe Bush Adm nistration about whet her
or not states should expand beyond that. DCEED is pleased to be
initially focusing on these three areas. The core concepts and
skills represented in those three areas are common across the state
and nati on.

DEPUTY COWMM SSI ONER JOHNSON referred to the chart on page 1 and
said a nunber of students are doing quite well in the area of
reading. The witing assessnent scores are varied and the math
scores are strong at the third grade |l evel but drop off at the 6th
and 8th grade | evels.

CHAIR GREEN asked if 83 percent of the eighth graders were
proficient.

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER JOHNSON replied, "Or advanced.™

CHAIR GREEN noted that literacy is considered to be at the fifth
grade, fifth nonth level. She asked how that equates.

DEPUTY COMM SSI ONER JOHNSON said it does not equate because the bar
that was set for eighth grade reading was based on the skill |eve
consi dered necessary to nmaster to take the next step in school.

CHAI R GREEN asked if some of the students might be college |evel
readers but that would not be reflected in the scores.

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER JOHNSON sai d absolutely. They would be in the
advanced group and score very high.

SENATOR WARD sai d he spoke to a teacher who was on the conmttee
for the math test cut scores who said the math exam was so
difficult an ordinary student could not pass it. The teacher told
himthe conmttee was supplied a |ist of questions about scoring
froman outside firm The teachers comented but never heard back
or saw any of the comments provided. The teachers felt none of the
comments or the commttee's anal yses of the questions were taken
into consideration. He asked whether the commttee's input on the
mat h exam score was used.

DEPUTY COW SSIONER JOHNSON said he attended and actively

participated in all neetings to set the passing scores. He thought
the teacher nmay have been referring to two pieces: one was where
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the passing score is set; and the second was the feedback system
set up by the publishing conpany. |f questions were confusing to
the teachers, they were able to comment on those questions through
a note card process so those comments could be put in the hopper
and considered for correction in future exam nations. That was
al so true of the scoring guides. If teachers felt the scoring guide
was confusing or not aligned properly, they could corment. |In the
actual establishnment of the scores, the students had al ready taken
the exam which was scored in California. The only inpact data,
besi des the standards and test booklet, that conmttee nmenbers had
at their disposal was an ordered item booklet. That bookl et ranked
the exam questions in order from easiest to nost difficult,
according to the students' scores. Teachers decided individually
where to set the scores, then in groups of seven, and finally as
one group of 21. At the end of three days, all had to agree on a
reasonabl e place to set the score. Fol l owi ng that process, the
publishing conpany had to take into account standard error
measur enent . Every test has sone error built into it. The
publ i shi ng conpany set the score at the | ow end of the confidence
range.

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER JOHNSON said he participated in sonme of the
groups when they actually finished and the facilitator asked the
group if they all agreed and could live with the consensus
deci si on.

SENATOR WARD asked if a person on the conmttee was not in the room
when the final consensus was nade, whether they m ssed the neeting
or whet her sonmething was wong with the process.

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER JOHNSON said he could not say exactly what
happened in that instance. He stated that throughout the spring,
DCEED wi I | see if another group of 21 people will cone to the sane
deci si on. DCEED is bringing six of the original group back and
addi ng 15 new peopl e.

Nunber 1997

SENATOR WARD said sonmething is very wong with the perception of
what happened. The Legislature assigned the duty of comng up with
an Al aska test. Sone of the people involved in that process do not
believe it is an Alaska test. He indicated he would very much |ike
to know that all nenbers of the original commttee were confortable
wWith the process so that the work done is not lost. He repeated
that he wants to know if sonething was wong with the process.

CHAI R GREEN said the commttee will have tine to address that issue
in the future
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DEPUTY COWMM SSI ONER JOHNSON said the next three charts show the
full breakout of the content areas. All grade levels are
represented with the percentage that scored at each |evel. The
chart on page 3 shows the CAT/5 grade 4 results from 1998 to 2000.
Those scores show how Al aska students performed on a nationw de
| evel . Grade 4 students scored at the 58th percentile in reading
in 1998. They scored at the 57th percentile in 1999 and again at
the 58th percentile in 2000. Al aska's students score slightly
above the national average in reading and witing and in the 60th
percentile in math.

On page 4, a chart shows the results of the CAT/5 given to 7th
graders in 2000. That test is normally given to 8th graders, but
because 8th graders took the benchmark exam 7th graders were given
the CAT/5. Those scores are conparable to the scores of the 4th
grade students.

CHAI R GREEN asked M. Johnson to conpare the results on page 1 to
the results on the CAT score.

DEPUTY COMM SSI ONER JOHNSON said they are two very different tests.
A normreferenced test is a multiple choice exam a standards based
assessnent has sone multiple choice questions and a fair amount of
performance based questions requiring students to explain answers
or wite short answers, etc.

SENATOR DAVI S noted there was an article in a newspaper this week
by soneone from the Anchorage School District that said the sane
t hi ng.

CHAIR GREEN said it is amazing how simlar the percentiles are
anong both tests.

DEPUTY COWMM SSI ONER JOHNSON continued review ng the Assessnent
Overview. The chart on page 5 shows the nunber of students from
the O ass of 2002 that passed the high school qualifying exam The
| aw requires that students be provided the opportunity to take the
exam for three years beyond their nornmal date of graduation so that
class will have 11 opportunities to take the exam The exans are
"stand al one" so that a student does not have to retake any part of
t he exam t hey passed.

SENATOR LEMAN asked if a student woul d be attending high school for
other reasons if that student passed all three parts of the exam as
a sophonore.

TAPE 01-6, SIDE B
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DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER JOHNSON sai d yes, a student does not have to
retake any part of the exam once the student passes it. It is
recorded on the transcript as a "pass.”" He noted that the O ass of
2002 had 10,217 students in October of 1999 but that nunber
decreased to 9,142 in Cctober of 2000. The decrease is
attributable to students dropping out, noving out of state, being
hel d back and dying. The first adm nistration of the qualifying
exam for the Cass of 2003 will occur on the last two days of
February and the first of March. Pages 6, 7, and 8 show how wel |
the school districts are doing across grade levels with the

st andards based assessnents. He noted DOEED will be posting the
school report cards electronically next week. The site wll
contain al nost 500 report cards from around the state. In 2003,

DCEED wi || be adding the school designator to the website because
by January of 2003 DOEED nmust rank each of its schools as "in
crisis,” "deficient," "successful,"” or "distinguished."

CHAI R GREEN asked how many results will be in by 2003 for high
school s.

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER JOHNSON sai d si x.

CHAI R GREEN sai d the nunber of indicators for grades 3, 6, and 8
will not be as high but DOCEED wi Il have the CAT scores.

SENATOR LEMAN asked if the school reports will contain information
about how each school's students scored on the exam

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER JOHNSON said they will.

SENATOR LEMAN said he would like that information to | ook at high
perform ng schools that he is famliar with to conpare themwth
ot her schools. He would choose the Alyeska Centralized School of
Correspondence as being a high performng school but its nmath
scores do not reflect that.

CHAIR GREEN invited himto Mat-Su to see sone strong perfornmance.

SENATOR WARD asked if the data will show how many students who took
the test are new to the Al aska school system

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER JOHNSON said that information will not be
avai l abl e on the school report card that will be available |ater
this week. DOEED does have a transient or nobility rate but al
students who participated are included in the results.

SENATOR WARD asked if there is any way to break that information
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out inexpensively.

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER JOHNSON stated DOEED is providing school
districts with the ability to electronically file. Districts can
do those manipulations if they want to. At sone future point,
DCEED hopes to be able to breakdown that information. Many
questions surround the issue of which students the school districts
shoul d be held accountable for: those who have been in the school
for two years, one year, or fromthe beginning. DOEED is working
on that through the school designator. The scores of new students
doesn't necessarily reflect on the learning at that school, they
are nore reflective of the prior school the student attended.

SENATOR WARD said he is interested in getting the scores of
students who are entering Al aska schools from another state or
country.

Number 2168
CHAI R GREEN asked if those scores can be broken out in any way.

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER JOHNSON pointed out that the data could be
di saggregated in several ways at the first entry into the system
DCEED will probably not do that at the state |evel but the
districts are very interested in doing that to guide the work they
do. He offered to find out if DOEED has the ability to do that.

SENATOR WARD said he is particularly interested in the data from
Anchor age and Kenai .

CHAIR GREEN noted that sone areas of the state have had |arge
i mm grant groups nove in, which could affect the benchmark scores
and the exit exam scores.

SENATOR LEMAN noted there has been a significant drop in scores in
all high school s. He asked if sufficient data is available to
determ ne the retake success rate.

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER JOHNSON said he can get that information for
Senat or Leman. That information is not yet available for the
exam nees that took the test this fall because DCEED is still
sorting out how many of those students took that test for the first
time. Alnost 2,000 sophonores did not take the test |ast year
even though they were required to do so. They did not take it for
a whol e host of reasons.

SENATOR LEMAN asked if the chart on page 5 reflects the sane group
of students that took the test one year |ater.
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DEPUTY COVWM SSI ONER JOHNSON said that is correct.

SENATOR LEMAN pointed out that, as the test was devel oped, the
commttee of 21 people decided what a graduating senior should
know, yet the test was given to sophonores so we need to recognize
t hat sophonores took the senior | evel exam

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER JOHNSON said that is correct. He noted that
DCEED does have bar charts that show how far fromthe passing score
students are, in increnents of 25 score points. The scaled score
ranges from 100 to 600. Therefore, if the passing score is set at
300, it is difficult to determ ne whether a score of 275 is a |ong
way away yet. It appears, however, that two nore years of
schooling will be plenty to get that student "over the hunp.”

SENATOR LEMAN i ndicated that he took the sanple test available on
the DOEED website. He asked if that is the only sanple test
avai |l abl e.

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER JOHNSON said DOEED contracted wth the
publ i shing conpany to devel op a new practice test. It is currently
available to teachers only. That test will be available on the
website on February 12.

SENATOR WARD asked if there is a reason it will not be avail able
bef ore February 12.

DEPUTY COMM SSI ONER JOHNSON sai d the Board of Education asked DOEED
to place an enbargo on it to allow teachers to use it in the
cl assroomas a pretest before it becane avail able. Teachers could
use it as a diagnostic tool to know what to do in their classes for
future exam cycl es.

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER JOHNSON said the last chart is a framework for
continuous renewal (page 9). DCEED determ ned early on that the
standards will always need to be refined as a result of experience
gai ned, feedback from teachers in the field, and feedback from
students and famlies. The continuous renewal process wll involve
three content teans of 18 to 21 people. Right now, 15 business
people will be working with teachers and admnistrators. They wll
begi n by exam ning the perfornmance standards to determ ne whet her

they are key to later life success. They will also |look at the
exam Their final task will be to re-exam ne the passing scores.
Once that process is conpleted in June, recommendations wll be

given to the Board of Education. The recommendations coul d range
from changing the cut score for the math examto changing the test
guesti ons.
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CHAI R GREEN referred to her earlier question about what the state
requires regarding credits, and said she doesn't see how t he exam
can go beyond what is required.

SENATOR LEMAN sai d his education beyond high school required a | ot
of higher mathematics and the sciences. He noted he was taught at
the Ninilchik elenentary and hi gh schools and every concept he saw
on the sanple qualifying examhe | earned in grade school

COW SSI ONER HOLLOWAY gave the foll owi ng summary of why a delay in
the high stakes test is being debated and why DCEED believes a
delay is inportant. It is obvious that a ot of students have a
long way to go to reach the proficiency level. The reasons for

that can be classified into three areas. The first reason has to
do with the opportunity to I earn. She suggested the commttee hear
from representatives of the Departnent of Law about the |egal

defensibility of the exam DCEED has to ensure that every student

in this state has had the opportunity to |learn the standards that

their feet are being held to the fire for. Districts have to align
their curriculumto the standards. Some districts have had the
techni cal support and the resources to do that. Oher districts
have not. Al aska has switched to a standards based teachi ng system
and many educators have not had the opportunity to be prepared to
use this new system I n any business, when the way business is
done changes, a great investnent nmust be nade to hel p people |earn
how to work differently.

COWMM SSI ONER HOLLOWAY rem nded conm ttee nenbers that DOEED j ust
received the data fromthe first test. DOEED knew that whenever a
conprehensive, statew de, standards based assessnent is first
built, it will not be perfect. DCEED needs tinme to refine

clarify, and inprove this assessnent. She expressed concern that
in the debate about whether the test is too hard or too easy, the
focus will be I|ost. The focus is not the test - the focus is
i mprovi ng student |earning. The focus is that young people | eave
hi gh school with the skills and know edge to have choices and be
successful. The test is one tool to provide data so that school s
can change what they are doing. One other aspect is that if the
date is delayed until 2006, today's 7th graders will have taken the
6th grade and 8th grade benchnmark assessnent. Schools wll have
the tine to do the appropriate interventions so that those students
can neet the standards. DOEED needs to help districts figure out
how to hel p students who are not proficient in the benchmark exans.

COW SSI ONER HOLLOMWAY' S third point was that the Legislature, Board

of Education, famlies and DOEED need to work together to figure
out what to do about special needs students, transient students,

SENATE HES COW TTEE -14- January 31, 2001



students whose first |anguage is not English, and students from
mlitary famlies.

SENATOR WARD said that we don't want to harm anyone in the course
of trying to inprove the education system He expressed concern
about the original process used to develop the test and scores
because he wants to be able to respond to real or perceived
probl ens he has heard about.

Nunmber 1388

CHAI R GREEN asked Senator Ward to neet with M. Johnson to di scuss
that matter.

SENATOR WARD comrented that one person who testified previously
suggested that every teacher should have to take the qualifying
exam

COW SSI ONER HOLLOWAY stated that all Al aska teachers nust take the
PRAXIS | test, which is a reading, witing and math test.

SENATOR WARD asked t he Comm ssioner to report back to the commttee
on the equivalency of the two tests.

COW SSI ONER HOLLOMWAY agreed to do that. She also told the
commttee that DOEED is conmtted to the school reformeffort. |If
reasonabl e tinelines can be established, DOEED i s suggesting that
t he school s continue to adm nister the qualifying examand that the
scores be posted on students' transcripts to provide students with
an incentive to do well. In addition, the inplenentation of the
school designator programw || put accountability pressure on each
school, conmunity and staff.

CHAI R GREEN asked Commi ssioner Holloway to give a report on public

school funding at the next conmttee neeting. She then adjourned
the neeting at 3:00 p. m
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