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TAPES

SFC-01 # 5, SIDE A

CALL TO ORDER

Co-Chair Pete Kelly convened the neeting at approximately 9:04 AM
PRESENT

Senat or Dave Donl ey, Co-Chair
Senat or Pete Kelly, Co-Chair
Senator Loren Leman

Senator Lyda G een

Senator Gary W/ ken

Senat or Al an Aust ernman
Senator d son

Senat or Hof f nan

Senat or Ward

SUMVARY | NFORNMATI ON

SIJR 6- EDUCATI ON BLOCK GRANTS

The Committee anended the resolution and reported it from
Committee.

#S)r6
SENATE JO NT RESOLUTI ON NO. 6
Urging the Congress of the United States to provide federal
education funds as a block grant to the state.

Co-Chair Donley stated that this resolution is virtually identica
to one passed by the twenty-first |legislature. He explained that it
calls on the U S. Congress to initiate a system of block grants of
federal education funding for the various states. He noted that
this proposal is simlar to the "very successful"™ program wth
wel fare reform He enphasized that the federal block grants woul d
save adm nistrative costs on the federal, state and |ocal |evels.
Those savings, he stressed, could be "put into the classroons for
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the benefit of our children's education rather than being burned up
i n paperwork and bureaucracy, which is very expensive." He detailed
the multitude of federal prograns governing education, each wth
extensive reporting requirenments. Al of this, he stated, takes
staff to admnister. He added that this is a frustration
experienced by both the state Departnent of Education and Early
Devel opnment and the | ocal school districts.

Co-Chair Donley shared that this resolution assists in the
| egislature's effort for a smaller, smarter state governnment and
better efficiency in delivering educational products. He opined
that this resolution follows the "philosophy that the state and
| ocal school districts can do a better job of determning the
education for our children and utilizing that noney, than people in
Washi ngton D.C. "

Co- Chair Donley pointed out that the U S. House of Representatives
passed a bl ock grant proposal two years prior, but that it did not
pass the U S. Senate. He added that this issue was al so an el enent
of President George W Bush's canpaign platform Co-Chair Donl ey
predicted that the president would therefore defer nore judgnent to
the states on the utilization of education dollars.

Co-Chair Donley stressed the inportance of passing this resolution
again in the current year, due to the newy organi zed Congress, new
presi dent and new Al aska State Legislature, as well

Anendnent #1: This conceptual anendnent changes "President-el ect”
to "President” and "Secretary of Education-desi gnee" to "Secretary
of Education” to reflect the swearing-in of George W Bush as U.S.
President and confirmation of Rod Paige as U S. Secretary of
Educati on. These are technical changes.

Co- Chair Donley noved for adoption, pointing out that since the
resolution was drafted, these officials have been sworn in and
confirmed.

There was no objection and the anendnment was ADOPTED.

Senator Green asked if this resolution should be sent to additiona
parties other than those included in the |anguage of the
resol ution.

Co-Chair Donley suggested the National Counci | of State
Legi sl atures and others. He stated the he would send a copy of the
resolution to these organizations informally.

Co-Chair Donley offered a notion to report from Conmmttee SJR 6,
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22-LS0360\C, as anmended with a Senate Finance Conmttee, zero
fiscal note.

Wt hout objection, the bill MOED from Conmittee.

Co-Chair Donley spoke to a neno he sent to budget subconmmttee
chairs regarding the scheduling of subcommttee neetings. He
enphasi zed the inportance of addressing the m ssions and neasures
of the departnents and devel oping targets for state prograns.

Senat or Green commented that she was encouraged with the prospect
that this resolution could, in fact, affect change. She noted
education and health and social services as areas where the
| egi sl ature could have "a voice".

Co-Chair Kelly agreed.
#

ADJ QURNIVENT

Co-Chair Kelly adjourned the neeting at 9:13 AM
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