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ACTI ON NARRATI VE

TAPE 01-19, SIDE A
Number 0001

CHAIR VIC KOHRING called the House Transportation Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 1:12 p.m Menbers present at the
call to order were Representatives Kohring, Scalzi, WIson, and
Kookesh.

SSHB 151-WLLI AM WOOD FAI RBANKS | NTERN TL Al RPORT

Number 0079

CHAI R KOHRI NG announced the first order of business would be the
SPONSOR SUBSTI TUTE FOR HOUSE BILL NO 151, "An Act nam ng the
Wlliam R Wod Fairbanks International A rport; and providing
for an effective date."

Nunber 0161

REPRESENTATI VE JIM WH TAKER, Al aska State Legislature, sponsor
of SSHB 151, declared that Dr. Wlliam R Wod was a great man.
He was a poet, an educator, a builder, and an "inspirer" for
those of those who lived in "our"™ community. He said that Dr.
Wod took "us" to a farther place than we would have been
ot herwi se, which is the essence of his greatness. He went on to
say that Dr. Wod made very few enem es along the way, and that
he was al ways respectful.

REPRESENTATI VE VWH TAKER showed the House Transportation Standing

Committee a letter that Dr. Wod wote to him on Septenber 30
2000, Representative Whitaker's 50th birthday. He read:
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Sir Janes,

Sorry to have missed the gathering of the faithful.
There are tinmes the ancient bones say no. But top of

the best in your quest to serve. Jim vyou

have the

courage of conviction, the clarity of thinking, and

the strength of will to persist and prevail. It's not
an easy task, or always pleasant. It will take a |ot
of hope, confidence, and a tinge of humlity. As you
listen and even perhaps learn, reach for the far

horizon, so that humankind may continue as a very
special breed, brains and conpassion to strive toward

making a better place to live and a way of
all. It can be done. Wod

REPRESENTATI VE WHI TTAKER nmentioned that this letter
wal | .

life for

hangs on his

CHAI R KOHRI NG conmented that this was a very "neat nenento.”

REPRESENTATI VE WH TAKER stated that Dr. Wod inspired him by

those "few, sinple words, but so eloquently and si
He said that Dr. Wod inspired thousands of pe

nply spoken.™
ople to be a

“"little better.” He read the following letter-to-the-editor

fromthe Fairbanks Daily News-M ner:

| was new to Alaska in 1980, living in Anderson, 75
mles south of Fairbanks, attending UAF [University of
Al aska Fairbanks] rural college classes and traveling
to Fairbanks frequently. One day | was waiting for ny

ride outside the J.C. Penney store, when

a tall,

di stingui shed, gray-haired gentleman cane wal king down

t he sidewal k. Al nost abreast of nme, he stooped to
pick up a piece of litter and walked it over to a
trashcan. Then he stood and smiled at nme wth genuine
goodwi Il as if to say, "pass it on." | knew | had

just met the fanmous Dr. WIIliam Wod, already

known to

me through his witing and his nanme on the busiest

building on UAF' s canpus. | also knew
instant, without a word between us, that he
man who cared, a man of great noral character
the stuff of greatness.

in that
re was a
who had

Later, when | was an intern at the [Fairbanks Daily]

News-Mner, | was privileged to neet Dr.
real, when he cane upstairs to greet everyone
in his colum. But that first neeting is the
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struck me as one of those turning points in ny life.
What a great Ilesson he taught me in a wordless
30seconds. How many people can do that?

REPRESENTATI VE WHI TAKER remarked that this letter takes "us" to
the essence of why the Fairbanks International Airport should be
naned the WIlliam R Wod Fairbanks International Airport. I t
woul d enabl e people, for that brief nonent they wal k through the
airport, to think about Dr. Wod, who asked "nothing nore of
life."

REPRESENTATI VE VWH TAKER commented that for the last 15 years of
Dr. Wod's life, their offices were 20 feet apart. He said that
he and Dr. W.od ate lunch together everyday for seven years.
Dr. Wod "truly didn't wanted anything nore than to |eave his

comunity just a little better; that's all he wanted.”" So, if
by renaming this airport to Wlliam R Wod Fairbanks
| nt er nat i onal Ai rport, conveys that nessage to the next

generation, "we've done a very good thing."
Number 0571

REPRESENTATI VE SCALZI referred to a letter [not in packet] that,
in good spirit, opposed this bill. The letter was depicting
earlier conmments by Representative Witaker in regard to Dr.
Wod's character, in that he wouldn't want anything for hinself.
This letter was not an opposition in a negative way.

Nunmber 0610

REPRESENTATI VE VWH TAKER replied that he does not want this bil
for Dr. Wod; he wants it for his comunity. He said that he
wants this nanme change for future-generation nenbers to be able
| ook at the plaque in the airport and think of Dr. Wod. He is
sure that the plaque would read, "He wanted nothing nore than to
| eave his comunity just a little bit better."

REPRESENTATI VE WHI TAKER explained that the "very little"
opposition that exists for this bill stens from the notion that
Dr. Wod was not associated with aviation. However, many people
who use the airport are not associated with aviation other than
to use it [airport] as a comunity resource and transportation

hub. Representative Whitaker said he wouldn't be against
restricting this renamng to only sonmeone who mght be
associated wth aviation. However, overarching that is an

opportunity to nane the airport for a gentleman who has inspired
several generations. Dr. Wod was a 94-year-old active nman when
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he passed away, and even on his deathbed he tried to "get things

done. ™ Representative Witaker stated that he hinself was
"considerate"” of those who want this honor reserved for one
associated wth aviation. But SSHB 151 reaches a |larger

community that "needs to be served for generations to cone by
Dr. Wod."

Number 0704

REPRESENTATI VE KOOKESH nentioned that the Ted Stevens Anchorage
International Airport was probably naned for soneone who used
the airport Ilike "the rest of wus." He wondered if the
muni ci pality of Fairbanks or boroughs supported SSHB 151, since
he did not see any letters of support fromthem

Number 0728

REPRESENTATI VE WHI TAKER replied that "we" did not ask for any
|l etters of support. But if there was a debate at the [ ocal
| evel , they could probably obtain them

Number 0755

REPRESENTATI VE WLSON made a nption to npbve SSHB 151 out of
committee with individual recommendations and the zero fiscal
not e.

CHAIR KOHRI NG nentioned that Dr. Wod s nanme appears on other
facilities but this honor is appropriate as well. He said that
the concept of namng the airport after Dr. Wod is a good idea
since it is in a central location, which would enable people to
| earn who Dr. Wod was and the things that he did for not only
the Fairbanks area, but also the State of Al aska. So, this is
an appropriate honor, even though there was not a direct
connection between his work in education and transportation.

Nunmber 0820

KURT PARKAN, Deputy Comm ssioner, Ofice of the Conmm ssioner,
Department of Transportation & Public Facilities (DOT&PF),
stated that DOT&PF supports this |egislation. He di scussed the
nam ng of airports. He said many airports in Alaska are naned
after prom nent people in the community who were not necessarily
avi ators. When an airport serves as a gateway to a community,
"it's good to have the airport naned after soneone who is highly
respected and well-loved by the community." So, it is very
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appropriate that Dr. Wod be the nane that people see when
entering the Fairbanks International Airport.

MR. PARKAN explained that Dr. Wod was a charter nenber of the
ai rport advisory council at the Fairbanks International Airport.
He was one of, the nost -if not the nost- active nenbers of that
committee. He said that Dr. Wod attended nearly every neeting
unless he was ill. If he was unable to attend a neeting, he had
a staff person take notes for him As recently as the January
23 neeting, which Dr. Wod could not attend, he called and
apol ogi zed to the director for not being present.

Nunmber 0917

CHAI R KOHRI NG brought attention to a concern |ast year that the
nam ng of public roads and different projects mght be a "little
excessive." He nmentioned that [the |egislature] named the Bruce

Heckl er Parkway and the Ei senhower Corridor in Anchorage. He
said that it seens that every year there are two to three things
t hat are nanmed.

MR. PARKAN replied that this could create a problem over tine,
if "we are namng every five mles of road by a different
person.” However, when a nane change relates to sonething like
an airport, it is different.

CHAIR KOHRING stated that he does not object to the nanes, as
long as there is not a major fiscal inpact on the state, besides
mai nt ai ni ng signs.

MR. PARKAN commented that there is a cost associated with new
signs, and "we generally absorb those costs.”

CHAI R KOHRI NG asked Representative Witaker if this nanme change
would just require a plaque to note that it is the Wlliam R
Wod International Airport.

Nunmber 0982

REPRESENTATI VE VWH TAKER said that this has not been determ ned
yet, but that he guesses the cost wuld be borne by the
comunity.

Number 0996
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CHAIR KOHRING stated that there being no objection [to the
earlier notion], SSHB 151 was noved out of the House
Transportation Standing Commttee.

SB  79- FRED ZHAROFF MEMORI AL BRI DGE

CHAI R KOHRI NG announced that the next order of business would be
SENATE BILL NO 79, "An Act namng the Fred Zharoff Menori al
Bridge."

Number 1020

CLI FFORD STONE, Staff to Senator Al an Austerman, Alaska State
Legislature, presented SB 79 on behalf of Senator Austerman,
sponsor. He explained that Senator Austerman and the comunity
felt that this [bill] was an appropriate tribute to a nman
[former Representative and Senator Fred Zharoff] who gave his
life to public service in the public schools of Kodiak and to
the State of Alaska by serving with the House and Senate for
al nost 20 years.

MR. STONE said that Senator Austerman is the primary sponsor of
SB 79, but there are 16 cosponsors, the nost support that he has
seen for "anything on this Senate side in quite sone tinme."

Nunber 1076

MR. STONE stated that forner Senator Zharoff was a person who
could get things done, both professionally and as a friend. He
menti oned that he knew Senator Zharoff, whom he refers to as
Fred, for the 25 years that he |ived on Kodi ak. He said that
Senator Zharoff was a "high-visibility-type person,” who was
al ways involved not only for his community that he represented,
but also for what was good for Alaska. [This was also true] for
anyt hing he voted upon. M. Stone said that by seeing Senator
Zharoff in Kodiak during the interimand interacting with himin
Juneau, he saw that Senator Zharoff had a unique perspective.
He also liked his "tutelage" in that they would run ideas past
each ot her. M. Stone stated that he feels honored that he was
able to be associated with sonebody |ike him

MR. STONE pointed out that Senator Zharoff was instrunmental in
obtaining funding for the Near Island Bridge, which has also
been referred to as the "Bridge to Nowhere." Before the bridge,
the island consisted of "just a bunch of cattle." But Senat or
Zharoff and the community had a vision that this island could be
developed if there was a convenient neans to get over to that
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side [of the island]. A boat harbor expansion was planned for
this area, which was an "integral piece to nake it happen.™

MR. STONE remarked that currently, there are noorage spaces for
600 vessels [on the island]. He said that the airplane float
facility has been noved to the other side of Near Island. There
are also two separate fisheries research centers on Near Island,
and the possibility of a hotel and restaurant conbination. The
community is also beginning to open up other parcels to
commercial enterprises, and there is a rock quarry on Near
Island. [AIl of these devel opnents] have allowed for trenendous
econom ¢ expansi on of the area.

MR. STONE conmented that in recent years the bridge has been

known as "Freddy's Bridge." However, Senator Austerman thought
this nane was a "little too cute" to put into legislation. So,
"we" decided on the Fred Zharoff Menorial Bridge, a nore forna
name. But, "I suppose folks will continue to call it "Freddy's
Bridge," he said.

Nunmber 1236

REPRESENTATI VE SCALZI nentioned that he has been over the
bridge. He said he renenbers when people had to "skiff back and

forth between the harbor and town years ago." He al so renenbers
it [the bridge] being discussed and then constructed. He said
the bridge is "nuch needed access.” He went on to say he

appreci ates Senator Austerman bringing this [bill] forward and
noted that he had the privilege of knowng forner Senator
Zharoff as well.

Nunber 1265

CHAIR KOHRING told a personal story that he can relate to [the
bridge]. He said many years ago, he helped build a cannery in
this area, in which he hung "1,800 sheets of sheetrock over a
two-nonth period." He renmenbers looking at [Near] Island and
thinking, "I wonder if that is ever going to develop,’ and when
they built the bridge, | thought ... 'I wonder why they would
build a bridge?" In hindsight, he said Senator Zharoff was
very prophetic and visionary in ternms of recognizing how
inmportant the bridge was for the conmunity. He said this is

shown in the devel opnment of things such as the boat harbor and
airplane facility on the island. He said:

It's a real honor to have this bill before us. | do
support this. | really enjoyed working with Fred over
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t he years. He was a wonderful human being, and | had
a very good friendship with him and he was an
outstanding crib player. "1l certainly mss that;
our friendship and his bipartisan approach to working
with his colleagues in the |egislature.

CHAIR KOHRING noted that Senator Zharoff's wife had sent him
correspondence requesting the House Transportation Standing
Comm ttee's consideration of this |egislation. He al so pointed
out that the mayor of the Cty of Kodiak, Carolyn L. Floyd, had
provided a letter of support for SB 79, which is in the
comm ttee nenbers' packets.

Nunmber 1358

REPRESENTATI VE SCALZI nmarde a motion to nove SB 79 from the
committee with individual recommendations and the attached zero
fiscal note. There being no objection, SB 79 was noved fromthe
House Transportation Standing Committee.

Nunmber 1366

CHAIR KOHRING called an at-ease at 1:31 p.m in order to hear a
Department of Transportation Presentation on the Alaska ITS
(Intelligent Transportation Systen) Statew de Strategy. [ The
cover sheet for the presentation can be found under the 1:40
p.m mnutes for the sanme date.]
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