ALASKA STATE LEQ SLATURE
HOUSE TRANSPORTATI ON STANDI NG COMM TTEE
March 8, 2001
1:17 p.m

COW TTEE CALENDAR

DOT PRESENTATI ON ON REG ONAL PLANNI NG STUDI ES:  NORTHWEST PLAN,
SOQUTHEAST PLAN, PARKS H GHWAY CORRI DOR STUDY, KNI K ARM CRCSSI NG
STATUS REPORT

TAPES

01-17, SIDES A & B
01-18, SIDE A

CALL TO ORDER

REPRESENTATI VE VI C KOHRI NG, Chair, call ed t he House
Transportation Standing Conmttee to order at 1:17 p.m

PRESENT

Commi ttee nenbers present were Representatives Kohring, Kapsner,
Kookesh, Scalzi, WIson, and Qgan. Representative Masek was
excused.

SUMVARY OF | NFORVATI ON

JEFF  OTTESEN, St at ewi de Pl anni ng Chi ef, Depar t ment of
Transportation & Public Facilities, provided an overview of the
Parks H ghway Corridor Study that is about to start. The
engineering firm CH2Mill will be conducting the study.

ANNETTE DELONG, Mat - Su Bor ough resi dent, testified by
tel econference about concerns of inpacts to businesses during
construction.

ED BRI TTI NGHAM Executive Director, Wsilla Chanber of Commerce,
testified by teleconference about concerns of inpacts to
busi nesses during construction.

MARK M LLER, Director, MASCOT (Mat-Su Community Transit),

di scussed mass transit and requested that bus stops be included
in the Parks H ghway construction.
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BILL TUCKER, property owner, provided an update on the DOT
condemmation of his property for the Parks H ghway Phase |1

construction. He explained that he was fighting the
condemmation due to the highway design being overbuilt. He
opposes the construction of frontage roads and overpasses,
saying that the traffic study and the Environnental | npact

St atenent do not support these itens.

ROBERT HALL, businessman, testified saying that the Parks
Hi ghway construction in the Wasilla area needs to be done at
ni ght.

DONNA TOTEN, Clerk, City of Houston, expressed concerns that the
salnon runs in the Little Susitna River would be inpacted during
the Parks Hi ghway construction scheduled to start this summer.
She al so expressed the desire for turn |anes through Houston.

MURPH O BRIEN, DOI' Southcentral Ofice Planner, answered M.
Toten’s questions saying that construction of the bridge would
be outside [the river] banks and create mnimal inpact to the
river; and [a] center turning |lane would be constructed through
Houst on.

MR. OITESON provided an overview of the increase in traffic on
the Parks Hi ghway. He also discussed the proposed Knik Arm
Cr ossi ng. He then presented overviews of the area plans for
Sout hwest Al aska, Prince WIIiam Sound, Southeast Al aska, Yukon-
Kuskokwi m Area, and Nort hwest Al aska.

DAVID KESSINGER, Chair, Southeast Conference Transportation

Commttee, expressed support of the Southeast plan. He
expressed concerns that sone conmunities were left out of the
pl anni ng process. He discussed possible problens with "fast
ferries.”

MR. OTTESON provided an overview of the Prince WIIliam Sound
Pl an and commented on the ot her area pl ans.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
There were no announcenents.
COW TTEE ACTI ON

The commttee took no acti on.
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ADJ OQURNMVENT

CHAIR KOHRING adjourned the House Transportation Standing
Comm ttee neeting at 2:45 p.m

NOTE: The neeting was recorded and handwitten |log notes were
t aken. A copy of the tape(s) and log notes may be obtained by
contacting the House Records Ofice at State Capitol, Room 3,
Juneau, Al aska 99801 (mmiling address), (907) 465-2214, and
after adjournnment of the second session of the Twenty-Second
Al aska State Legislature this information nay be obtained by
contacting the Legislative Reference Library at (907) 465-3808.
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