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HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON NO. 22

Relating to a diverse comunity; condemming a recent racially
notivated attack; and requesting the Minicipality of Anchorage
police departnment to conduct a conclusive investigation and to
take rapid action against the perpetrators.

- MOVED CSHJR 22(RLS) QUT OF COW TTEE
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GEORGE I RVIN, Vice President

Al aska Federation of Natives

(No address provided.)

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Supported CSHIR 22(RLS).

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

TAPE 01-4, SIDE A

Number 0001

CHAIR PETE KOIT reconvened the House Rules Standing Conmittee
neeting to order at 4:36 p.m Representatives Kott, Porter,
Kohring, and Joule were present. [This is a continuation of the

neeting held on March 20, 2001, at 5:05 p.m]

HIR 22- DI VERSE COVMUNI TY/ CONDEMN HATE CRI MES

CHAI R KOIT announced that the commttee would continue to hear
HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTION NO 22, Relating to a diverse conmunity;
condemming a recent racially notivated attack; and requesting
the Minicipality of Anchorage police departnent to conduct a
conclusive investigation and to take rapid action against the
perpetrators.

GEORGE IRVIN, Vice President, Alaska Federation of Natives
(AFN), said that AFN |likes the proposed anendnents enconpassed
in the commttee substitute (CS), version LS0742\O, Luckhaupt,
3/ 21/ 01, because it strengthens the resolution. He clarified,
"It strengthens the joint resolution not only in ternms of sinply
| anguage and force, but in terns of a concern expressed by the
state legislature, the House of Representatives, for what has
gone on and specific steps that ought to be taken in order to

remedy it." M. Ilrvin referred to page 1, line 13, which places
responsibility on Anchorage to assune a |eadership role in
building a climte of tolerance, et cetera. Furt hernore, he
said, "I liked very nuch the fact that the nature of the problem
of racismin Al aska and particularly anti-Native racism has

not been shirked by this resol ution. The overall resolution
encourages ne. That the state legislature is taking its
responsibility because it's not mncing words here .... It

really does express a legitimate and sincere concern.”

MR. I RVIN enphasi zed that he was pleased with the |anguage that
joins the legislature with AFN in the request to the United
States Cvil Rights Commssion to really review the question of
race relations in Al aska. That review is sonething that has
been wanted by Native groups as well as other mnority groups,
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although it hasn't been if the forefront of the mnds of non-
Native urban majority. M. 1lrvin indicated that many of the
citizens of Alaska are shocked by such an incident, although
those that are black, Native, Pacific Islander, or Hispanic nmay

not be surprised. He said, "This is sonething that Native
people live with on a daily basis. Sonetinmes it's very
dangerous and destructive .... The fact is that there is an
under current of raci al ani nosity, m sunder st andi ngs, and
i gnorance that runs through a ot of Alaska. It has been driven
bel ow the surface by political correctness in the |last 30 years
or so, but it's right there.” M. Irvin was encouraged by the
| anguage [in the CS], which seens to take this serious.
Furthernore, the language illustrates that [the state] is not
afraid for soneone to cone in and review this problem In

conclusion, M. Ilrvin encouraged the adoption of the anendnents
enconpassed in the CS.

CHAI R KOIT asked if M. Irvin had viewed the video recording.

MR IRVIN answered that he had viewed the entire video
recordi ng. He said, "Wwen you see the real tape, the raw
footage with all of its vulgarity and obscenity, it'll knock you
back. It's really quite sonething, not only in terns of the
vi ol ence agai nst people but the attitude. Above all that, the
| anguage is really sonething.”

CHAIR KOTT related his belief that the presentation of the video
recording went a long way to educate the public of this mjor
i ssue.

MR. | RVI N agr eed.

REPRESENTATI VE PORTER noved to adopt CSHIR 22, version O as the
wor ki ng docunment before the commttee. There being no
obj ection, CSHIR 22, version O was before the commttee.

CHAIR KOIT noted that the conmttee nenbers should have a copy
of the CS with the new | anguage hi ghli ght ed.

REPRESENTATI VE JOULE noved to report CSHIR 22, version LS0742\0
Luckhaupt, 3/ 21/ 01, out of comittee W th i ndi vi dual
reconmendati ons and the acconpanying zero fiscal note. There
being no objection, CSHIR 22(RLS) was reported from the House
Rul es Standing Conmi ttee.

CHAIR KOIT announced that CSHIR 22(RLS) will be on tonorrow s
cal endar.
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REPRESENTATI VE JOULE thanked Speaker Porter and the committee
for indulging himwth the anendnents. He al so thanked AFN for

bei ng avai l abl e.

CHAIR KOTT thanked M. Irvin for his conmments. He enphasi zed
the inportance of this issue and bringing AFN "into the fold" in
order to hear their views.

ADJ OURNNMVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Rul es Standing Commttee neeting was adjourned at 4:45 p. m
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