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CHAIR PETE KOIT called the House Rules Standing Conmttee
neeting to order at 5:05 p.m Representatives Kott, Porter,
Kohring, Morgan, MGQ@ire, Berkowitz, and Joule were present at
the call to order

HIJIR 22- DI VERSE COMMUNI TY/ CONDEMN HATE CRI MES

Nunmber 0038

CHAI R KOIT announced that the only order of business before the
commttee would be HOUSE JO NT RESCLUTION NO. 22, Relating to a
diverse community; condemming a recent racially notivated
attack; and requesting the Minicipality of Anchorage police
departnment to conduct a conclusive investigation and to take
rapid action agai nst the perpetrators.

Number 0046

REPRESENTATI VE PORTER said that he and others have been torn
regarding what to do in response to the recent paintbal

i nci dent . He said, "To say that we're outraged, is probably a
euphem sm at this stage.”" He informed the committee the he has
an edited version of the videotape of this incident for the
commttee's review He indicated that this incident has created
the recognition that perhaps our state has a problem

REPRESENTATI VE PORTER noted his past life, which nakes him
appreciate the situation that the Anchorage Police Departnent
and the state prosecutor's office are facing. He also noted
that the Mnority Leader has prepared and prosecuted these kinds
of cases. He acknowl edged that the communities want swft
action, which certainly should occur when possible. However ,
one nust take care not to jeopardize a successful prosecution

Representative Porter said, "And that's the delicate balance
that is going on right now in Anchorage. Not wi t hst andi ng t hat,
Il think it would not tip that balance adversely for the
| egi sl ature to express its point of view of the entire area.”

Number 0248

The video recording nade by the teens was shown to the
comittee. The videotape shows the three teens driving around
downt own Anchorage shooting paintballs at Native Al askans. The
audio fromthe video recording |asts about 20 m nutes.

Nunber 1461
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REPRESENTATI VE PORTER sai d:

| think you can appreciate even nore after seeing that
why, if | were in ny previous life, | would want to
make sure that | took every step and that the whole
crimnal justice system prepared a case and didn't
start the 120-day rule ticking until it was absolutely
sure that the prosecution would be successful. One of
the problens with nmaking a premature arrest is that it
starts the speedy trial rule ticking. And that, by
our case law, requires the prosecution nust be started
within 120 days. If evidence is still out-of-state
being processed or all of the victinms have not been
identified and those kinds of things, you run afoul of
not having as a good a ... prosecution as you m ght
want to have. So, | think that explains the delay,
but doesn't necessarily mean we have to.

REPRESENTATI VE PORTER rel ated his understanding that a couple of

other folks who were unaware of the neeting would like to
testify. Therefore, Representative Porter said he didn't mnd
del aying passage of HIR 22 from commttee until those folks

could testify. He offered the follow ng anmendnent, Amendnent 1,
for consideration:

Page 1, lines 2-3:

Del ete "conduct a conclusive investigation and to
take rapid action against the perpetrators”

Insert "continue their conclusive investigation
and for the crimnal justice system to take rapid
action to reach their determ nation of this case"

Page 2, line 20:

Delete "the swift prosecution and punishnment of
per petrators”

Insert "for the crimnal justice system to take
the actions necessary to reach a rapid determnation”

Nunmber 1550

REPRESENTATI VE McGUI RE noved that the commttee adopt Anendnent
1. There being no objection, Amendnent 1 was adopt ed.
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CHAI R KOIT announced his intention to hold the hearing open in
order to allow others to testify. He al so announced his intent
to calendar this resolution as quickly as possible.

REPRESENTATI VE MGUIRE said that she |ooked forward to noving
this resolution as quickly as possible. She acknow edged the
notion regarding whether or not passing resolutions is really
doing "our"” job. She related her belief that in this case, this
resolution is very inportant and offers support to the |ocal
authorities that she believes are doing their job diligently.
In her opinion, this resolution also addresses sone of the
concerns regarding whether or not this is a problem
Representative McGuire said that in discussions wth coll eagues,
it is evident that that |[the legislature] recognizes [hate
crinmes] are a problem and want to do all possible to support the
authorities. In conclusion, Representative MQ@iire expressed
her support.

Nunmber 1626

REPRESENTATI VE JOULE noted his appreciation for the intent of
this resolution. He also noted that there is a simlar
resolution in the Senate, although it has a sonewhat different
scope. The Senate resolution, SJR 19, calls for the Gvil
Rights Comm ssion to perform a formal investigation of the
pai ntball incident as well as others. He asked if such had been

taken into account in this resol ution.

REPRESENTATI VE PORTER said that he didn't oppose adding such
| anguage.

REPRESENTATI VE JOULE also noted his appreciation of Chair Kott
allowing the commttee tine to review HIR 22 as well as inviting
the Alaska Federation of Natives (AFN) to speak to the
resol ution.

Nunber 1724

REPRESENTATI VE BERKOW TZ renmarked that he was reviewing the
crimnal statutes, which seem to provide anple opportunity to
express the frustrations that exist. He infornmed the conmttee
that he spent sone time as the hate crines prosecutor in
Anchorage. He said, "You never see a case as clear cut as this.
This is appalling. And | think if anyone operates under the
notion that there's no racismin Alaska, it should dispel that
notion." Furthernore, any steps that [the |egislature] can take
to heighten public awareness and sensitivity should be taken.
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He acknowl edged that he has been critical of the resolution

process in the past. However, a process nust begin by talking
about it. He said, "A resolution of this nature can carry
substantial weight and | hope that we nmke sure that the

resolution we put forward carries that kind of weight."

CHAIR KOTT agreed that there is anple opportunity under a nunber

of statutes to prosecute. He related his belief that "the
resolution ... would go a |l ong way towards that prosecution.”

ADJ QURNVENT

Nunber 1797

CHAI R KOTT announced that the conmttee would recess to the cal
of the chair at 5:40 p.m [ The conmittee reconvened on March
21, 2001, at 4:36 p.m]
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