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Al aska State Legislature

Capi tol Building, Room 104

Juneau, Al aska 99801

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified as sponsor of HB 299 and HIR 32.

JUDY BI TTNER, Chief/State Historic Preservation Oficer

O fice of History and Archeol ogy

Al aska Hi storical Conmmi ssion

D vision of Parks & Qutdoor Recreation

Department of Natural Resources (DNR)

550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1310

Anchor age, Al aska 99501-3565

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in opposition to HB 299, saying
the commssion lacks funding and that the |legislation is
unnecessary and conplicates the process, anong other concerns;
suggested renoving Section 3; indicated her testinony on HB 299
applied to HIR 32 as wel |.

JOAN ANTONSON

Al aska Hi storical Conm ssion

D vision of Parks & Qutdoor Recreation

Depart ment of Natural Resources

550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1310

Anchor age, Al aska 99501- 3565

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Provided information relating to HB 299.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

TAPE 02-32, SIDE A
Number 0001

CO-CHAIR DREW SCALZI called the House Resources Standing
Commttee neeting to order at approximately 1:15 p.m
Representatives Scal zi, Fate, Chenault, Kapsner, and Kerttula
were present at the call to order. Representative MQ@iire
arrived as the neeting was in progress.

HB 299- ALASKA PLACE NANMES

[ Cont ai ns di scussion of HIR 32, the conpani on resol ution]

CO CHAIR SCALzZI announced the first order of business, HOUSE
BILL NO 299, "An Act providing for the nam ng and renam ng of
Al aska geographic features.™

Nunmber 0089
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REPRESENTATI VE KAPSNER, following a request by the sponsor,
noved to adopt [Version F, 22-LS1193\F, Kurtz, 4/11/02, as a
work draft].

CO CHAI R SCALZI announced that Version F was adopt ed.
Number 0110

REPRESENTATI VE FRED DYSON, Al aska State Legislature, sponsor of
HB 299, explained that nany Al aska places have been naned for
peopl e who have never been in the state. Suggesting many nanes
are inappropriate, he cited an exanple of an 1880s expedition in
Sout heast Al aska that nanmed a river after a person's high schoo
drafting teacher; furthernore, nenbers of the Harriman [ Al aska]
Expedition had reportedly sat on the ship in what becanme Coll ege
Fiord and argued about whose alna mater the glaciers would be
naned after, whereas |ocal people [whose ancestors] had been

there for thousands of vyears, and others who had I|ived and
worked in the area, had far nore valid nanes for these features.
He offered further exanples, including his own experience
i nvol ving "Bainbridge Passage." He then said the bill allows
the namng comm ssion, when conmm ssion nenbers deem it
appropriate wunder their policy, to renane features after
traditional or I|ocal Alaska nanes - "hopefully, nostly Native
nanes" - or after geographical features that are descriptive.

REPRESENTATI VE DYSON reported that he'd met wth the namng
comm ssion and that several nenbers would like the authority to
do this but are concerned about not having the resources.

Therefore, page 3, line 14, contains a change such that [the
commission] is no longer required to go out and research the
names that were applied inappropriately, "at least by ny
criteria and theirs." Instead, it now says [the conm ssion] can

review a request for changes; people in an area who have what
they believe is a nore appropriate nane can propose it to the
nam ng conm ssion, which "can take that up as a course of
busi ness, according to the priorities that they set and the
criteria that they set.” He added:

| think this alleviates sonme of their concern about
bei ng overwhel med by work. And if you all choose, |
will ask you to zero out the fiscal note at the end of
this, because they wll just, wunder the commttee
substitute, be responding to requests for changes,

not having to search the entire nanme base in Al aska to
do it. And that still leaves all the flexibility |
think we need for local folks to propose changes.
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Number 0460

REPRESENTATI VE DYSON explained that [HIR 32], his conpanion
resolution, asks the USGS [U. S. Geol ogical Survey, specifically,
the United States Board on Geographic Nanmes] to give deference
to the nanes proposed by the namng conmssion [the Alaska
Hi storical Conm ssion].

Nunmber 0500

REPRESENTATI VE KAPSNER inquired about Representative Dyson's
desire to zero out the fiscal note, asking how the public wll
know to weigh in, and how the commssion wll put out
information and then alert people as to the changes.

REPRESENTATI VE DYSON indicated that when soneone wants a nane
now, there are procedures for new or comrenorative ones, and the
comm ssion notifies people through its "existing channels.” He
remar ked, "Folks that are paying attention know about these
things." He suggested perhaps soneone from the comm ssion could
advi se nmenbers about publicizing locally when there is to be a
nanme change. He added, "I hope ... you'll wrk wth ne,
Representative Kapsner, to get out lots of publicity to folks
and get ... people out there actively working on it - elders and
historians - to work on it." Acknow edging the difficulty of
getting noney for new things, he stated his intention in the
next budget cycle of getting sonme resources to [the conm ssion],
whi ch doesn't have the resources to do the work it does al ready.

Nunmber 0618

REPRESENTATI VE KAPSNER inquired about any potential private
contributors.

REPRESENTATI VE DYSON said he hadn't thought of it, but it's a
very good i dea.

REPRESENTATI VE KAPSNER asked who el se supports this, such as the
Al aska Hi storical Society or regional entities.

REPRESENTATI VE DYSON offered his sense that the conmmission is

overwhelned with its current work. He said no one had argued
against it, and that every Native person he'd talked to about it
was excited about it. He mentioned the difficulty of getting

the work done, plus the philosophical problemin that the USGS
which is the "depositor and the arbiter of nanes,"” doesn't I|ike
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this kind of process because of not wanting duplication of nanes

on maps, coastal pilot [navigational books], and simlar
docunent s.

REPRESENTATI VE DYSON explained that the bill anticipates a
transition period of perhaps 20 years; the next time docunments
and maps are published, they'll have two nanes [for each
renaned] feature. He offered his belief that the process is
underway for the [change from Mount MKinley to Munt Denali],
for exanple. He said he finds nost of the Native nanmes in

Al aska "charm ngly descriptive" and that although he'd be glad
for the nane to be "in the Native pronunciation,” he'd like to
have a translation in parentheses.

Nunmber 0855

REPRESENTATI VE KAPSNER brought attention to page 4, subsection
(c), where new proposed | anguage read:

The comm ssion shall establish a policy regarding the
use of English translations of non-English words and
whet her transl ati ons, where included, should be
considered a part of the official nane. Wen the
official nanme wunder this section differs from the
official federal nanme, both official nanes shall be
used, with the federal nane in parentheses.

REPRESENTATI VE KAPSNER said that, to her, the foregoing inplies
not wanting a Native nane. She remarked that she likes [the
bill] in concept, but worries about the details. She asked
whet her Representative Dyson intends for the Native words to be
on the map.

REPRESENTATI VE DYSON answered vyes, but suggested perhaps
nodi fying the bill to nmake that clear. He added that he wants
to give deference to the conmssion and not to "dictate the
details exactly." He expressed hope that the comm ssion wl|
[develop] a policy that makes sense. He specified, "I never
intended to not use the Native words."

REPRESENTATI VE KAPSNER hi ghlighted the inportance of honoring
the Native villages in her region that go by Native nanes.

Number 1005

JUDY BITTNER, Chief/State H storic Preservation Oficer, Ofice
of History and Archeology, Alaska Historical Conmi ssi on,
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Division of Parks & Qutdoor Recreation, Departnment of Natural
Resources (DNR), testified via teleconference. She began by
t hanki ng Representative Dyson for neeting wth the Al aska
Hi storical Comm ssion in Juneau; she said the comm ssion had
di scussed this in detail. Noting that the comm ssion serves as
the state review board to the [United States Board on CGeographic
Names under the USGS], she said that whenever there is a
proposal for a nanme change or a name for an unnamed feature, it
goes before the commssion, which applies "the USGS board
guidelines as well as the other guidelines that they proposed
and adopted in 1998."

M5. BITTNER told the conmmttee that the conmi ssion doesn't

support the bill. The comm ssion believes it can address the
interests and concerns about use of |ocal and Native nanmes under
t he exi sting process, whi ch cont ai ns gui del i nes for
[ comrenorative], descriptive, and Native nanes. The comm ssion
believes this bill isn't necessary and that it wunnecessarily
conplicates the process and will lead to duplicate naps. Ms.

Bittner noted that another process in place allows for appeal of
deci si ons.

Nunber 1141

M5. BITTNER explained that the comrmission was given this
responsibility in 1993 through an executive order. At that tine
there was a backlog of about 70 place nanes; the conmm ssion was
able to bring those up to date and to review 257 place nanes.
There have only been disagreenents on 7 of those decisions
between the state board and the United States board, she

reported; she doesn't believe, as the bill inplies, "that we
have ongoing conflict between the state and the federa
government in ternms of mapping and place nanes."” She expl ai ned:

At the time we received this program in 1993, we
received no funding and no staff or anything to

admnister it. ... W have a mninmm program W
respond to the proposals that come in. W wite the
letters to the [|ocal gover nment s, C Native
corporations, the |andowners, and other organizations
that have brought ... to our attention that they are
i nterested in name proposal s, such as t he
nount ai neering groups. W do not have ... the funding

or ability to hold public hearings or publish, in any
way, the nanmes once they are finished, other than on
our web site.
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M5. BITTNER said the comm ssion doesn't think it is appropriate

for the state to "decide and go around ... the state to change
the nanes.” She said it's a long history, and how the U S. has
establi shed nanmes over tinme has changed, through policy; nanes
in the state reflect that. She enphasized that if there is a
change [desired] by local residents in any area, it is possible
under existing guidelines to change that nane. "Just arbitrary
changes are not supported, and | don't think wll nake it

t hrough the federal board," she added.
Nunber 1311

M5. BITTNER al so expressed concern about ending up with two sets
of maps: one state map and one federal nap. She questi oned
whet her the federal governnment would put either state or federal
nanes in parentheses, and said it isn't the federal policy to
put phrases on naps, "just because of the map clutter.” | f
there are two sets of maps, it will be confusing for search-and-
rescue personnel, scientists, and people doing business and
conducting research in Al aska. Furthernore, there wll be a
fiscal note for DNR to set up these separate [sets] of maps and
make those available, as well as for having a staff person on
the comm ssion staff to handle all the requirenents of these
nane- change proposals.

M5. BITTNER closed by reiterating that there is a process and

procedure in place. "W have dealt with a nunber of Native nane
proposals,” she said, nentioning recent proposals for the
Pribilof Islands for which the Native names were considered and
adopted by the state board. "So | do not think that we need in
statute a directive to use translations, ... or otherw se, :
what kind of nanes," she said. "I think it's best left up to
the ... guidelines and policy, which were devel oped through a
public process by the ... conm ssion."

Nunber 1446

REPRESENTATI VE KERTTULA asked what the policy is now, wth
regard to which |anguage is used, if there is a Native Al askan
name.

M5. BITTNER answered that stated in the policy is that for a
Native Anerican nane, the commssion wll consider it if the
nane is in "comon |ocal usage and that use is docunented; that
the nane is pronounceable w thout considerable difficulty; that
the nane is linguistically appropriate to the area in which it
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is to be applied; and the |landowner, if on Native |and, supports
the proposed nane in witing."

Nunber 1526

M5. BITTNER, in response to a question from Representative
Kerttula about where the bill addresses "phrases," referred to
page 4, subsection (c), which says the conm ssion shal

establish a policy regarding English translations and [whether
transl ations], where included, should be part of the official
nane. She said that "part of the official name" and transl ation
woul d be part of the proposal and how it goes forward, and then
woul d becone part of the name. She interpreted that section to
say, "W are to request that the phrase be part of the nane.”
She added, "And just in terns of maps and map clutter that's on
the map itself, ... it's just not practical and would not work."

MS. BITTNER encouraged having place-nane studies and funding
"the Al aska Native |anguage center and sonme of the other groups
that are actively pursuing place-nane studies.” She highlighted
the inportance of having a way to get at that information,
particularly as elders in the Native conmunities pass away,
taking with them the | anguage and | anguage use. She pointed out
that it is in place-name books that one can find out that
information; it doesn't have to be on the official state or
federal map.

Number 1614

REPRESENTATI VE KERTTULA asked what was on the map Representative
Dyson had used for Bainbridge Passage. She said it sounds as if
there already are maps that have both nanes.

REPRESENTATIVE DYSON clarified that another guidebook had
contained the local name and its translation; it wasn't on the
map.

Nunber 1653

REPRESENTATI VE KAPSNER asked Ms. Bittner, with regard to the
criteria she had listed, what the guidelines are for
"pronounceabl e. " She said half of the villages in her own
region arguably could be called unpronounceable, and yet people
still use them She also cited Dzantik'i Heeni Mddle School in

Juneau as an exanple where there had been controversy over
giving it that Tlingit name because mnmany people found it
unpronounceable. She cited a further exanple.

HOUSE RES COW TTEE - 9- April 17, 2002



M5. BITTNER answered that it reflects "guidance fromthe federa
gui delines, and because of all those exanples you just gave,
just about anything is pronounceable.” She added, "As we worked
through the Pribilof names and worked with ... the Native
corporation, ... proposers there, we think that people -
particularly in that area and the use area - can and will learn
the ... names, particularly if it's in local use.” She said it
isn't a very high bar.

REPRESENTATI VE KAPSNER remarked that she thought it would be an
"easy out" if someone want ed one.

M5. BITTNER replied that it would be, but the commssion is
[ conposed of] citizen nenbers from around the state who take
this very seriously; they are very know edgeabl e and have spent
a lot of time in Al aska. "I think it is a really good citizen
soundi ng board, and ... represents lots of different points of
view," she said, adding that she is confortable that there is a
citizens' commi ssion, rather than just a state office that makes

t hese deci sions. She suggested it ensures that many points of
view in the public are brought forward. "And they're very
sensitive to ... the Native place nanes," she added.

Nunber 1781

REPRESENTATI VE KAPSNER asked whether M. Bittner thought
Representative Dyson's idea of a transition period mght help
W th her concerns, or whether it just isn't enough.

M5. BI TTNER replied:

No, | do find this confusing. | do not support a
separate set of nanes on state naps. | think Al aska
has used the USGS maps ... for kind of the basis for
their commerce and science and research, and | think
it's used ... for navigation, search and rescue. I
don't see it [as] necessary, and | think that there's
so few tinmes when there is a difference of opinion
between the state and the federal governnent that
requiring this kind of separate set of maps is not
necessary. And even this transitional tinme wll
transition to two sets of maps, and | think we end up
in a place we don't want to be.

Nunber 1846
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REPRESENTATI VE KAPSNER asked whether the USGS map would just
supersede an Al aska map and take precedence, however.

M5. BI TTNER answered that she believed it would create confusion
within the state. She reiterated her preference that there be
pl ace- nanme studies so that people would know the different nanes
used by different people, including different groups of Natives
that mght use different nanmes for one place. She nentioned
perhaps docunenting them on nmaps, but not necessarily on
official state maps.

CO- CHAIR SCALZI called an at-ease at 1:42 p.m He called the
neeting back to order at 1:45 p. m

Nunber 1932

REPRESENTATI VE FATE asked Representative Dyson whether he
believes this bill would require two [sets] of naps. He asked
about "deleting the possibility of tw maps and have a

transition period."

REPRESENTATI VE DYSON replied that he'd never intended that there

be duplicate docunents or maps. He noted that the |ast
[ sentence] of the bill says, "Wen the official nane under this
section differs from the official federal nane, both official
nanmes shall be used, with the federal nane in parentheses." He
indicated the bill drafter had added the phrase, "with the
federal nane in parentheses.” Representative Dyson said:

If we need to have the state name in parentheses
during a five- or fifty-year transition period, that's
fine with me. | just want both nanes recorded, and to
begin the process of giving deference to Al aska nanes,
instead of hundreds of people who never even thought
about this place being comenorated and cast in stone
i n our nanes.

Number 1998

CO CHAI R SCALZI requested confirmation that the bill is just for
nom nations through the comm ssion process, which already
occurs, but that it would mandate [action] if there were a
nom nati on.

REPRESENTATI VE DYSON conveyed a high degree of respect for M.

Bittner and the job she has done, adding that nuch of her
concern is well justified. He indicated his intent of getting
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started [with renamng]. He offered his reading of the |aw that
[the commission] isn't authorized to begin the process of
renam ng, but wll consider a change if the current nanme is
derogatory [towards] a racial, ethnic, gender, or religious
group; if the current name is duplicative or causes confusion;
or if evidence of extensive local support by authorities and
residents is provided.

REPRESENTATI VE DYSON said he wants to put in statute that [the
conmmi ssion] has authority to consider nanme changes "because they
are inappropriate, because they don't reflect Al askan character

and people who've made an investnent in Alaska and so on." He
added, "I think M. Bittner is right that they do ... have
authority if it has ... extensive |ocal support, and |I'm wanting
to strengthen their case ... in commenorating Al askan

contributions and | ocal usage."

REPRESENTATI VE DYSON told nenbers that the federal governnent
believes it is "the czar of all names,” and believes that if it
has a particular name on its docunents, the name should renain.
Representative Dyson said he wants to start a transition period,
and that the acconpanying resolution encourages the federal
governnment, in contrast to its longstanding policy, to give
deference to the Al aska nam ng conmm ssion's recomendati ons.

Nunber 2183

REPRESENTATI VE McGUI RE commended Representative Dyson for even
challenging the Ilegislature to consider this issue and to
consi der the honor that nanmes bring.

REPRESENTATI VE DYSON nentioned what he called the arrogance of
explorers in renamng features that |ocal people had already
nanmed.

REPRESENTATI VE McGUI RE remarked that there already is confusion
over nanes because of |ocal nanes or nicknanes for features that
have official names on maps.

Number 2359

JOAN ANTONSON, Al aska Historical Comm ssion, Division of Parks &
Qut door Recreation, Departnment of Natural Resources, testified
via tel econference. She suggested that private mapnakers m ght
be willing to put in nanes and their translations in parentheses
in order to help build a case for a reason to change nanes used
by both the state and federal governments. She said the federa
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governnment adheres to six principles; the nost difficult for the
state is the recognition of only one official name for a
feature.

CO CHAIR SCALZI thanked Ms. Antonson, noting that the charts
from NOAA [National OCceanic and Atnospheric Admnistration] are
federal ones.

Nunmber 2454

REPRESENTATI VE KAPSNER asked whether Munt Denali is still
officially Munt MKinley.

M5. BI TTNER answered in the affirmative.
CO CHAI R SCALZI asked whether this bill would hel p change that.

M5. BITTNER said it would make no difference. She added, "The

Ohio delegation introduces a bill in Congress at the start of
every legislative session to keep the nanes. And when there's
| egi slation pending, the US. board wll not consider ... a

proposed nane change."”
Number 2498

REPRESENTATI VE KERTTULA asked how often Native Al askan nanes are
proposed and then either accepted or rejected.

M5. BITTNER replied that last year two Tlingit place nanmes in
the Gacier Bay area, for Gacier Bay and the Inian Islands,
were forwarded and are under consideration at the U S. board.
In addition, she said, "W were working with folks in the Chevak
area, but they chose to withdraw ... the proposals for about 54
nanes and do sone nore grassroots work for agreenent with the
nei ghboring conmmunities on nanmes, and for agreenent even w thin
the village." Ms. Bittner reported that she also has worked
with people in the North Sl ope Borough who are working on place
nanes and trying to resolve differences in spelling and
pronunci ati on anong sonme of the different groups in that area.
She said, "If they do ever finish their work, we may see 1,200
Nat i ve- nane proposals.” Wth regard to the Pribilof 1Islands,
she indicated the comm ssion is working on about 70 names for
that area. She expl ai ned:

The federal governnment has never done |arge-scale

maps, |ike 1:25,6000-scale maps, in great detail for
the islands. And since they were, they wanted to work
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with the community and with the state and federal
boards on recognizing locally used and locally known
nanes, nmany of which are Native nanmes that have been
pr oposed.

CO CHAIR SCALZI asked whether anyone in the audience w shed to
testify on the bill; there was no response.

Number 2600

REPRESENTATI VE DYSON informed M. Bittner that |[Version F]
renoves the requirenent [that the comm ssion] search out nanes,
and puts it in the position of just responding to those brought
before the conmi ssion, in deference to her valid concern about
the workload and so forth. He said he sees the |egislation now
as doing two things: the resolution [HIR 32] "hopefully wll
start sonmething that mght spread that would give nore
flexibility in making nane changes"; in addition, this would be
a policy statement that Alaskans want to nove towards having
geographic nanmes that honor Al askans, rather than being "the
sonetimes somewhat arrogant inposition of kind of an invading
culture that was very insensitive." He said he sees it nore as
a policy statenment "strengthening your ability to conme up wth
your own policy and regul ations for making nane changes when you
all believe it's appropriate.” He asked, "Does that give you
any confort?"

M5. BITTNER replied, "I think we have those authorities right
now and that our policies address that ... as it currently
st ands. | think ... Section 3, directing us to use nanes in
parent heses, ... should be renoved."”

CO CHAI R SCALZI cl osed public testinony.
Nunber 2764

REPRESENTATI VE KERTTULA offered conceptual Anendnent 1, on page
4 [beginning at line 4 of subsection (c)]: "sonething in the
nature of 'the conm ssion shall use the original |anguage for
chosen nanes', and then maybe allow them to set a policy on
using the English translations along with it." She i ndicated
the need to perhaps check with M. Bittner for nore proper
wordi ng, noting that the statutes say things like "using Native
| anguage writing systens that are accepted by the university."
She also indicated the theory behind her anendnent is to use
"the original Native |anguage".
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REPRESENTATI VE KAPSNER suggested not using "original".

REPRESENTATI VE KERTTULA corrected the anmendnent to say, "use the
Native |anguage for chosen nanes.” She then clarified
conceptual Anendnent 1 as she had just amended it:

It would be, "The comm ssion shall wuse the Native
| anguage for chosen names and"; then it would continue
as it is; then, "The comm ssion shall establish a

policy regarding the use of the English translation",

and it would continue on. So they would have the
Native |anguage, but they could set a policy about
usi ng transl ati ons.

CO CHAIR SCALZI offered his understanding, then, that it could
be the original Native language, it could be a translation, or
it could remain as it is.

REPRESENTATI VE KERTTULA replied, "Actually, it would be the
Native |anguage for sure. And then maybe there would be a
transl ation included, probably in parentheses.”

Nunmber 2913

REPRESENTATI VE DYSON spoke to conceptual Amendnent 1 and his
intention with the |egislation. He said he'd thought about
these issues, and wants to give as nuch flexibility as possible
to the commssion, its policies, and regulations, "because
they're really experienced." For exanple, he doesn't want to
force the renam ng of Juneau if soneone proposes the Native nane
and its use has been docunented. [ Not on the tape, but taken

fromthe Gavel to Gavel recording, is that unless there is good
cause, his intention is to have the default be the Native or
| ocal nane. ]

TAPE 02-32, SIDE B
Nunber 2967

REPRESENTATI VE KERTTULA said she understood the sponsor's
concern. She noted that the |anguage had been changed so that
the comm ssion would review requests and that [changes] aren't
mandatory; that protection therefore is still in the statute.
She also said she wasn't positive whether the section being
anended was only for new nanes or was for renamngs as well

She added that she felt confortable with [the comm ssion's]
having flexibility for reviewing the requests, and that there
isn't a mnmandate [to change a nane]; therefore, she felt
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confortable with the anendnent. In response to Co-Chair Scal zi,
she reiterated her anendnent, clarifying that the name would
have to be a Native nanme, but it would be for a chosen nane.
"They don't have to choose this nane and, noreover, ... the
commi ssion's just review ng the request for changes,” she added.

Nunmber 2860

M5. BITTNER brought attention to Section 2, subsection (b)
[ page 3], which says [beginning on line 18], "The conm ssion
shall consider using Alaska Native place names for geographic
features in the state [THAT HAVE NOT PREVI QUSLY BEEN NANED] ".
She asked whether that covers it, since it already is in the
exi sting [statutory] | anguage.

CO CHAI R SCALZI said it probably does.

MS. BITTNER noted that that subsection goes on about the Native
writing systens.

REPRESENTATI VE KAPSNER said it is permssive, since it says
"shall consider”, whereas [conceptual Anendnent 1, as anended]
says "shall use" the Native |anguage.

REPRESENTATI VE CHENAULT pointed out that |ine 13 wunder that
subsection says "shall select nanmes"” [that have a direct
connection with Al aska or Al aska's peopl es].

REPRESENTATI VE KERTTULA said there are only about three
st andar ds.

REPRESENTATI VE KAPSNER concurred that there are only three
st andar ds now.

CO CHAIR SCALZI called an at-ease at 2:09 p.m He called the
neeting back to order at 2:11 p.m

Number 2797

REPRESENTATI VE KERTTULA w t hdrew conceptual Anmendnent 1. She
said she doesn't think it actually belongs in that section.

REPRESENTATI VE KERTTULA noved to adopt Amendnent 2 for

di scussi on purposes, acknow edgi ng that the sponsor didn't agree
withit. She told nenbers:
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| don't think that this section that we had it in was

the right place. | do think - and it was Ms. Bittner

as she points out - on page 3, at line 18 [Section 2,
subsection (b)], the |anguage says now, "The
comm ssion shall consider using Alaska Native place
nanes [specifically, "nanes that have a direct
connection with Al aska or Alaska' s peoples”], and if
we wanted to nmake it mandatory, we would say, "The

comm ssion shall use Al aska Native place nanes".
Number 2760
REPRESENTATI VE CHENAULT obj ected for di scussion purposes.

CO CHAIR SCALZI also objected, saying it restricts the ability
of the comm ssion to also consider nanmes of early pioneers who

may not be Native. He said he didn't believe it allowed
| ati t ude. Requesting a roll call vote, he specified that the
concept ual anendnment would change |ine 18 to say, "The

conmm ssion shall use Al aska Native place nanes".

A roll call vote was taken. Representatives Kapsner and
Kerttula voted for conceptual Amendnent 2. Represent ati ves
Fate, Chenault, and Scal zi voted against it. [ Representatives
Masek, G een, Stevens, and MGuire were absent.] Ther ef or e,

conceptual Anendnent 2 failed by a vote of 2-3.

REPRESENTATI VE KAPSNER of fered Amendnent 3, relating to | anguage
in Section 2, page 3, [beginning on] line 14, that read:

The commi ssion shall review requests for changes to
existing official nanes of geographic features to
identify the nanmes that do not have a direct
connection with Alaska or Alaska's peoples, review
alternative names that have been used for the places,
and renane the places with nanes that have a direct
connection with Al aska or Al aska' s peopl es.

REPRESENTATI VE KAPSNER expressed concern that wthout a fiscal
note, she wasn't sure how the Al aska Hi storical Conm ssion would
find the manpower or resources to do this. [ Therefore, she
| ater specified that her anmendnment would change "shall"” to "may"
on line 14.]

Nunber 2641
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REPRESENTATI VE DYSON responded that it is a legitinmate problem
but that the comm ssion has very limted staff now, and is in
the business of responding to nanmes that cone before them for
changes, for commenorative purposes, and so forth. Sur m si ng
that there would be nore requests for nane changes if the bill
passes, he stated his intention of trying to get another staff
position [for the comm ssion] next year, in the next budget
cycl e.

REPRESENTATI VE KAPSNER i nquired about changing the "shall" to
“may" in light of that, on line 14 [so that it would read "my
revi ew requests”] or having a delayed effective date. She asked
what the sponsor envisioned as the tineline for the conm ssion
to conplete this work.

REPRESENTATI VE DYSON answered that the work wll never be
conpleted. This process will go on for a long, long tine; it is
just a process that the l|egislature would be authorizing [the
comm ssion] to give nore attention to. He said he woul d choose
to leave it "shall". He explained, "[If] some group proposes a
nanme that's nore appropriate than an existing nane, ... | want
[the commi ssion] at sone point, in the priorities that they
decide within their own policy, to consider that. And | trust
themto use a good sense of priorities.”

Nunmber 2555

REPRESENTATI VE KAPSNER wi t hdrew [Amendnment 3], specifying that
it was to change "shall" to "may" in light of the zero fisca
not e.

REPRESENTATI VE KAPSNER asked Ms. Bittner what would happen if
the bill passed w thout appropriate funding.

M5. BITTNER replied that she'd have to discuss it wth the
commi ssion and incorporate the directives and mandates into the
policy; there would have to be public review of the policy, as
well as alerting those affected - such as [the Departnment of]
Public Safety - that this is comng. She added, "W will do the
best we can, since we don't have staff and it's never been
f unded. W can't be very active at it, but it will be on the
books, and when we do get proposals, we wll have to take the
direction that is in this law"

REPRESENTATI VE DYSON nonet hel ess encouraged the commttee to
zero the existing fiscal note out.
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Nunber 2465

REPRESENTATI VE FATE noved to report CSHB 299 [version 22-
LS1193\F, Kurtz, 4/11/02] out of <conmttee wth individual
reconmendati ons and "the suggested zero fiscal note.”

REPRESENTATI VE KAPSNER obj ected, specifying that it was because
of the zero fiscal note.

REPRESENTATI VE KERTTULA clarified that she supports the idea of
the legislation, but having heard M. Bittner's testinony,
bel i eves the comm ssion deserves funds to carry it out.

A roll call vote was taken. Representatives Fate, Chenault, and
Scal zi voted to nove the bill from commttee. Represent ati ves
Kapsner and Kerttula voted against it. [ Representatives G een,
McGuire, Stevens, and Masek were absent.] Therefore [because a
majority of the nenbers did not vote to report it from
commttee] CSHB 299(RES) failed to nove out of the House
Resources Standing Committee by a vote of 3-2.

[ The committee's action in failing to nove the bill out of
commttee was rescinded later in the neeting.]

HIR 32- FEDERAL PLACE NAMES

Number 2359

CO CHAIR SCALZI announced the next order of business, HOUSE
JO NT RESOLUTION NO. 32, Encouraging the United States Board on
Geographic Nanmes to adopt place nanme changes proposed by the
Al aska Hi storical Conmm ssion.

[ There was a notion to adopt HIR 32, but it was already before
the commttee.]

CO CHAIR SCALZI asked whether anyone w shed to testify; there
was no response. He then specifically asked Ms. Bittner whether
she wi shed to testify.

JUDY BITTNER, Chief/State Hi storic Preservation Oficer, Ofice
of History and Archeol ogy, Al aska Histori cal Comm ssi on,
Division of Parks & Qutdoor Recreation, Departnment of Natural
Resources (DNR), offered via teleconference to answer questions
and infornmed nenbers that her testinony [in opposition to HB 299
that day] covered this resolution as well.
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CO CHAIR SCALZI noted that the resolution speaks to the issue
the coomittee had just addressed [HB 299]. He read fromthe "Be
it resolved" clause [page 2 of HIR 32].

Nunmber 2258

REPRESENTATI VE KAPSNER noved to report HIR 32 out of commttee
with individual recomendations and the attached zero fi scal
not e.

Number 2248

REPRESENTATI VE FRED DYSON, Al aska State Legislature, sponsor,
offered his belief that without the bill [HB 299, Version F,
which had just failed to nove from commttee], the resolution
was noot. He therefore encouraged the commttee not to pass it.

CO CHAI R SCALZI called an at-ease from2:24 p.m to 2:25 p.m
Nunber 2211

CO CHAIR SCALZI asked whether there was any objection to the
not i on. There being no objection, HIR 32 was noved out of the

House Resources Standing Commttee.

HB 299- ALASKA PLACE NANMES

CO CHAIR SCALZI again brought before the commttee HOUSE BILL
NO. 299, "An Act providing for the nam ng and renam ng of Al aska
geographic features.™

Nunber 2203

REPRESENTATI VE KERTTULA noved to rescind the commttee's action
that day in failing to nove out of commttee [Version F, 22-
LS1193\F, Kurtz, 4/11/02, with a zeroed-out fiscal note]. She
expl ai ned her bel i ef t hat everyone want s appropriate
[ geographi cal place nanes], but that it is nore conplicated than

expect ed. Wth regard to the fiscal note, she expressed hope
that some mddle ground could be found. She suggested
rescinding the action, holding the bill over, and talking to M.

Bittner to try to reach a conprom se.

A roll call vote was taken. Representatives Kapsner, Kerttul a,
Fate, Chenault, and Scalzi voted to rescind the conmttee's
action in failing to nmove Version F from commttee. No one
voted against it. Therefore, the committee's action in failing
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to nove Version F fromcommttee was rescinded by a vote of 5-0.
[ HB 299 was hel d over. ]

ADJ OQURNMENT

Nunber 2057

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Resources Standing Commttee neeting was adjourned at 2:28 p.m
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