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W TNESS REG STER

JERRY BURNETT, Staff

to Senator Lyda G een

Al aska State Legislature

Capi tol Building, Room 125

Juneau, Al aska 99801

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Presented CSSB 255(RES) on behalf of
Senat or Green, sponsor of SB 255 by request.

CAROL CARROLL, Director

Di vi sion of Support Services

Department of Natural Resources (DNR)

400 W I oughby Avenue, 5th Fl oor

Juneau, Al aska 99801-1724

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Urged passage of CSSB 255( RES).

GORDY W LLI AMS, Legislative Liaison

O fice of the Conm ssioner

Al aska Departnment of Fish & Gane ( ADF&G

PO Box 25526

Juneau, Al aska 99802- 5526

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Answered questions regarding CSHB 462,
Ver si on F.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

TAPE 02-18, SIDE A
Number 0001

CO- CHAIR BEVERLY MASEK called the House Resources Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 1:10 P.M Represent ati ves Masek
Fate, Geen, MQ@ire, Stevens, Chenault, and Kerttula were
present at the call to order. Representative Kapsner arrived as
the neeting was in progress.

SB 255- LAND EXCHANGES: GOLD CORD DEVELOPNMENT

Nunber 0010

CO CHAI R MASEK announced the first order of business before the
commttee, CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 255(RES), "An Act approving an
exchange of land between the state and Gold Cord Devel opnent
Corporation; and providing for an effective date."

Number 0102
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JERRY BURNETT, Staff to Senator Lyda Geen, Alaska State
Legi sl ature, presented CSSB 255(RES) on behal f of Senator G een,
sponsor of SB 255 by request. Noting that the bill relates to
| egi sl ati ve approval of an unequal |and exchange, M. Burnett
offered the foll ow ng sponsor statenent:

Al aska "State Parks" [Division of Parks & Qutdoor
Recreation] has been working since 1978 to develop an
opportunity for private reuse and managenent of

hi storic bui | di ngs at | ndependence M ne State
[Hi storical] Park (INMSHP). To make such a private
venture econom cal, the state has already conpleted or
has in the works several projects. [State] Parks

conpleted paving the road to IMHP, secured the
underground mne tunnel [in a previous exchange] to
allow for underground tours, and wll conpl ete
rehabilitation of foundations and roofs on seven
bui l di ngs beginning in 2002 - and that's being paid
for wwth federal funds - and several TRAAK [Trails and
Recreation Access for Al aska] projects to inprove the
trail system par ki ng | ot s, Aneri cans W th
Disabilities Act [ADA] access to existing visitor
center, and interpretive panels on the mne's history.

They will be releasing an RFP [request for proposals]
seeking a private partner, ... scheduled for release
in ... February [2002].

To facilitate the road access to the underground m ne
tour, the State of Al aska sought an exchange with CGold
Cord [ Devel opnent Cor poration], the owner of a
critical section of the road. The state held an
easenment across the property, but it was not of
sufficient size to provide the bus access necessary.
In addition, Gold Cord held a federal mning claim
that extended into the existing park boundaries.

The exchange has been agreed to by all parties. The
reason you need a legislative approval is because the
state land that's being traded ... away is worth about

$63,000 - that Gold Cord gets. And the state will be
receiving about $68,[5]00 worth of |and. So, there's
about a $5,500 advantage to the state, here. And
since it's unequal, the legislature needs to approve
it.

Number 0328
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REPRESENTATI VE FATE inquired whether the mining clains held by
Gol d Cord are patented.

MR. BURNETT replied no.

REPRESENTATI VE FATE expressed concern with the process wth
these federal mning clains that aren't patented, because the
negotiations mght have to occur with the federal governnent
rather than with Gold Cord.

Nunmber 0446

CAROL  CARROLL, Di rector, Division of Suppor t Servi ces,
Department of Natural Resources (DNR), clarified that the

federal governnent is part of this exchange. The state is
unable to obtain the selected | and due to the unpatented federal
m ni ng cl ai ns. Therefore, Gold Cord is going to give up the

mning clains, and the federal governnent is going to give the
land to the state; then the exchange between the state and Gold
Cord will occur. The departnent supports this; the D vision of
Parks [& Qutdoor Recreation] has worked hard to obtain this
agreenent. There were few coments [during the public process],
she not ed, and those didn't illustrate any controversy.
Therefore, she urged passage of the bill.

M5. CARROLL, in response to Representative G een, explained that
the [double] dotted line on the map in the committee packet
refers to the road. Directing attention to where the road
crosses over the corner of the [parcel] |abeled "Gold Cord No.
9," she explained that this portion is what the state wll
receive in order to straighten the road. The state wll also
receive the southern half of the [parcel] l|abeled "Gold Cord Add
No. 2." That is the exchange.

Nunmber 0686

M5. CARROLL, in response to Representative Stevens, explained
that the Independence Mne, located in the Hatcher Pass area of
t he Matanuska-Susitna region, was a fanmous gold mne in the Gold
Rush era. Some buildings remain, and the area is picturesque.
The [Division of Parks & Qutdoor Recreation] would like to
obtain a contractor to maintain the area and open up sone of the
underground m ning tunnels for tours.

REPRESENTATI VE FATE asked how |ong the RFPs have been out, and
what the response has been.
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M5. CARROLL recalled that the RFPs went out in February, but
aren't due until Cctober. She indicated although there nay have
been sone proposals, she wasn't aware of any.

REPRESENTATI VE FATE remarked that he has been to [IMSHP], which
he called a delightful place with tremendous opportunity.

Nunmber 0883

REPRESENTATI VE FATE noved to report CSSB 255(RES) out of
commttee with individual recomendations and the acconpanying
zero fiscal note. There being no objection, CSSB 255(RES) was
noved out of the House Resources Standing Conmittee.

HB 462- CONFI DENTI ALI TY OF FI SHI NG RECORDS

CO CHAI R MASEK announced the final order of business, HOUSE BILL
NO. 462, "An Act relating to the release of certain confidential
records and reports concerning fishing, fish buying, or fish
processing; and providing for an effective date."

Number 0961
REPRESENTATI VE GREEN noved to adopt CSHB 462, version 22-

LS1401\F, Uernmohle, 3/21/01, as the working docunent. There
bei ng no objection, Version F was before the commttee.

REPRESENTATI VE  STEVENS, sponsor  of HB 462, informed the
commttee that the only change is to insert "fishernen," [on
page 1, line 7], in order to ensure that fishernen who are

catchers and exporters are covered by this.
Nunber 1043

GORDY W LLI AMS, Legislative Liaison, Ofice of the Comm ssioner

Al aska Departnent of Fish & Ganme (ADF&3, began by thanking the
commttee for holding the bill over so that the departnent could
work on some definitions. He pointed out that the word
"fishernmen” had been included in the new | anguage regarding the
annual statistical report, the Conmercial Operators Annual
Report (COAR) discussed on page 1, line 7, and on page 2,
paragraphs (7), (8), and (9). Before the first hearing on HB
462, he recalled, there was an issue with regard to whether
catcher-exporter fishermen who also submt a COAR would be
covered under the confidentiality. The report [under Version F]
would be able to be returned to this group, and would be
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available to the [Departnent of] Public Safety and the Nationa
Marine Fisheries Service (NWS). This is nerely a technica
change, he added.

Number 1191

REPRESENTATI VE GREEN asked why fishernen need to be brought in
under this confidentiality.

MR, WLLIAMS answered that [Version F] doesn't bring fishernen
in under the <confidentiality aspect any nore than they
technically already are. O those who submt a COAR the
catcher-exporter group doesn't really fit well as a buyer or
processor. However, this group is submtting a COAR thus the
desire is to provide clarity that the catcher-exporter's COAR
will also be held confidential. No new reports from fishernen
are being required, he pointed out.

REPRESENTATI VE GREEN asked why it's inportant to fishernmen that
their COARs remai n confidenti al

MR. WLLIAVS explained that the COARs have fairly proprietary
information with regard to what was bought, and in sone cases

lists the wholesale price. This is information submtted to
ADF&G and the Departnment of Revenue for the purposes of
statistical analysis and good fisheries nmanagenent. The

departnment wants to hold these reports confidential because they
contain information that isn't available to the general public.
M. WIllianms pointed out that on the fish ticket there is sone
discreet information with regard to the location of the catch;
that information is desired [by the fishernmen] to be kept
confidential.

Nunber 1415

REPRESENTATI VE FATE announced that he gets fish tickets, and yet
everyone on his stretch of the river knows what he caught, where
he caught it, and how nuch he was paid for it. Therefore, he
said he didn't wunderstand the confidentiality issue. He
guestioned the good of enforcing confidentiality that [to his
belief] doesn't even exist.

REPRESENTATI VE STEVENS pointed out that it is different in the
rivers versus the ocean. He explained that the real point of
the bill is to allow fishermen to get the reports returned to
them for various reasons.
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MR. WLLIAVS agreed. He said that once the information is
received by the state, the [departnent] feels that those reports
should be held confidential because they do include proprietary
and discreet information. What fishermen or processors choose
to do with their own information is their business.

REPRESENTATI VE FATE proposed that there are two different
fisheries in the state: a "blue water" fishery and a snaller
"brown water" fishery. It seens often things are done wth
regard to fishing that don't consider the latter, he said,
al t hough he acknow edged that this particular bill wouldn't hurt
it. He expressed hope that future bills wll consider that
there is nore than one fishery in the state.

MR WLLIAMS affirmed that this legislation is generic to all
fisheries.

CO CHAIR MASEK, noting that no one wanted to testify, announced
that public testinony was cl osed.

Nunber 1726

REPRESENTATI VE GREEN noved to report CSHB 462, version 22-
LS1401\F, Uternmohle, 3/21/02, out of commttee with individua
reconmendati ons and the acconpanying zero fiscal note. There
being no objection, CSHB 462(RES) was noved out of the House
Resources Standing Committee.

ADJ OQURNMVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Resources Standing Commttee neeting was adjourned at 1:35 p.m
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