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PREVI QUS ACTI ON
No previous action to record
W TNESS REGQ STER

MARY McDOWELL, Appoi nt ee

to the Comercial Fisheries Entry Comm ssion

c/o Comrercial Fisheries Entry Conmi ssion

8800 d aci er Hi ghway, Suite 109

Juneau, Al aska 99801-8079

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified as appointee to the Comerci al
Fi sheries Entry Comm ssion.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE
TAPE 02-8, SIDE A [House FSH t ape]
Number 0001

CO CHAIR DREW SCALZI called the joint neeting of the House
Special Commttee on Fisheries and the House Resources Standing

Commttee to order at 3:08 p.m Menbers present were
Representatives Scal zi, Msek, Fate, Geen, Chenault, MQiire,
Kerttula, Stevens, WIson, Dyson, Coghill, and Kapsner.

CONFI RVATI ON HEARI NG

Commerci al Fisheries Entry Conm ssion

CO CHAIR SCALZI announced that the commttees would jointly
consider the reappointnent of Mary MDowell to the Commerci al
Fi sheries Entry Comm ssion. He |listed her qualifications from
the resunme included in the packet. Representative Scal zi said
she was wel | experienced.

Nunber 0167
MARY MDOWELL, Appointee to the Commercial Fisheries Entry
Comm ssion, told nenbers her background in the comercia

fishing industry has served her well and is very useful.

Number 0214
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CO CHAIR MASEK infornmed nenbers that in all her years at the
| egi sl ature, she has found Ms. MDowell to do an excellent job.
She said Ms. MDowell's name should be passed on to the full
body for confirmation.

Nunmber 0387

REPRESENTATI VE STEVENS said he had worked with Ms. MDowell on
another issue and that it was a pleasure. He asked how the
t hr ee- conm ssi oner panel works together as a whole.

M5. MDONELL explained that the three-nmenber panel adjudicates
cases, nmkes decisions about Ilimtations, puts out regulatory
packages, and shares admi nistrative duties. There are several
challenges in retaining and recruiting new staff because of an
exodus of experienced staff to federal governnent |obs. The
comm ssion is working hard to streamline and upgrade conputer
systens to handle the large anobunt of data with such a snall

staff. Noting that there are big challenges to the fishing
i ndustry, she warned that all concerned nust be very careful in
dealing with those issues. Ms. MDowell said the limtation

program was carefully crafted to bring benefits to the state,
keep fishing communities alive, and keep jobs viable.

Number 0672

REPRESENTATI VE DYSON asked if any of Representative Scalzi's
bills were giving her concern.

M5. McDOWELL said there were nmany positive things going through
the 1legislature. She said the commssion was particularly
interested in HB 287 and HB 288.

REPRESENTATI VE DYSON asked if there were any bills [concerning
the fishing industry] that ought to be considered nore slowy
and ret hought.

M5. McDOVELL said she was not too concerned about any bills in
parti cul ar.

Number 0815
CO- CHAIR SCALZI told the commttee his primary concern was not

doing harm to the system or the State of Al aska. He said M.
McDowel | was in constant contact with himon matter of the bills
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he had brought forward to deal wth some of the problens in the
comercial fishing industry.

Nunmber 0849

REPRESENTATI VE McGU RE asked Ms. MDowel |l what she saw for the
future of the commercial fishing industry in Al aska.

M5. McDOWELL rem nded the conmttees that with all of the talk
about trouble in the salnon industry, people may |ose sight of
the health of the industry overall. She said fleet
consolidation is one issue on the horizon. These consolidations
nmust be done with care; for every boat the state loses from a

fishery, it loses jobs in nmany sectors. She said fleet
consolidation nust strike a bal ance between fleet viability and
j ob mai nt enance. Ms. MDowell stated that she could see a

bright future for the industry, but that it will take work.
Number 1015

REPRESENTATI VE GREEN nentioned subsistence fishing 1ssues on
rivers that flow through federal | ands. He asked how she views
t he issue.

M5. MDOWNELL said those issues are out of the purview of her
commi ssion, and are nore the concern of the Al aska Departnent of
Fish & Gane. However, she said it gets to the heart of the
i nportance of state managenent, which would provide a nore
bal anced approach to all those concerned.

Nunber 1180

CO- CHAIR MASEK noved to forward Mary MDowell's nomnation to
the Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission to the full body for

confirmation. There being no objection, the confirmation of
Mary MDowell was advanced from the House Resources Standing
Commi ttee.

ADJ QURNVENT

Number 1206

CO CHAIR SCALZI announced that the joint neeting of the House
Special Commttee on Fisheries and the House Resources Standing
Comm ttee was adjourned at 3:30 p.m
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[ Shortly thereafter, the House Special Conmttee on Fisheries
noved to forward the nomnation of My MDowell to the
Commercial Fisheries Entry Conmssion to the full body for
consideration; there was no objection, and thus the confirmation
of Mary McDowel | was considered advanced from both commttees.]
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