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TAPE 02-21, SIDE A
Number 0001

CHAIR MKE CHENAULT called the House Special Commttee on
MIlitary and Veterans' Affairs neeting to order at 3:25 p.m
Representatives Chenault, Mirkowski, Geen, and Kott were
present at the call to order.

HB 325- TERRORISM Cl VI L DEFENSE, AND DI SASTERS

CHAI R CHENAULT announced the first order of business, HOUSE BILL
NO. 325, "An Act relating to civil defense and disasters; and
providing for an effective date.” [HB 325 was sponsored by the
House Rul es Standing Commttee by request of the governor.]

Nunmber 0065

REPRESENTATI VE KOIT noved to adopt the proposed conmttee
substitute (CS), version 22-GH090\C, Bannister, 4/18/ 02, as a
work draft. There being no objection, Version C was before the
committee.

Nunmber 0108

CHAI R CHENAULT noted changes made [in the previous hearing] in
Section 1 and on page 2, lines 6 and 9, wth regard to
pharmaceuticals and other nedicines; this was to provide
consistency with regulations or at |east other portions of the

bill. Al so changed was page 3, line 27, which adds "wth
authorized representatives of the Departnent of Health and
Soci al Services" to paragraph (12). He said he wasn't sure

whet her this narrowed it quite enough, but expressed wllingness
to accept Version C.

REPRESENTATI VE MJURKOWBKI remarked that it certainly addressed
her concerns raised at the previous hearing.

Number 0242

REPRESENTATI VE MURKOASKI made a notion to nove CSHB 325, version
22- GH2090\ C, Banni ster, 4/ 18/ 02, out of conmittee wth
i ndi vidual recommendations and the acconpanying zero fiscal
note. There being no objection, CSHB 325(M.V) was noved out of
t he House Special Committee on Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs.

HB 324- HOVELAND SECURI TY APPROPRI ATI ONS

HOUSE MLV COW TTEE - 3- April 18, 2002



Nunber 0317

CHAI R CHENAULT announced the final order of business, HOUSE BILL
NO. 324, "An Act meking supplenmental and other appropriations
for honeland security; and providing for an effective date.”
[ The commttee had heard from nunerous departnent personnel and
asked questions, but there had been little commttee discussion
and no action to date.]

Number 0320

REPRESENTATI VE MJRKOWASKI noved to adopt the proposed commttee
substitute (CS), version 22-GH078\F, Uternohle, 4/16/02, as a
wor k draft.

CHAI R CHENAULT announced that [Version F] was before the
conmittee.

Number 0520

CHAI R CHENAULT rem nded nenbers that HB 324 had been in the
commttee's possession for sone tine. He said a |ot of good
intentions had gone into the bill; he indicated the departnents

had tried to think of every [possible need]. He expl ai ned the
reasoni ng behind Version F, saying that no amount of nobney that
could be provided, either through state or federal governnent,
will be enough. He offered his belief that what is felt to be
reasonabl e can be provi ded, however. He added:

| had asked [unspecified] commttee nenbers to go over
the appropriations to help nmake a determ nation, what
they felt or what we felt was reasonable to this

particul ar appropriation. Some things were left in;
sonme things were taken out, ... realizing that we have
responsibilities not only to ... protect citizens in

the state of Alaska, but also any U S. citizen that
[is] here. But we also have a responsibility to our
constituents and to Al askans, that we try to nake sure
we get the nost bang for the buck.

Number 0680

REPRESENTATI VE KOIT commended Chair Chenault for a good job of
paring things down.

REPRESENTATI VE GREEN said it was an excellent job.
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REPRESENTATI VE KOTT agreed the state doesn't have the resources
to do everything. He noted that Version F has prioritized and
| everaged federal funding to the extent possible. He said he
believes it goes a long way toward inplenenting many of the
reconmendations outlined by the Terrorism Disaster Policy
Cabinet and forwarded with the original bill. He pointed out
that the House Finance Commttee eventually would review this
and either concur or make changes.

Nunber 0767

REPRESENTATI VE MJRKOWSKI  nentioned the nunerous spreadsheets
provided at the various hearings. She said it wasn't clear,
| ooking at Version F, what hadn't been included. She requested
that Chair Chenault provide a better sense regarding that.

CHAIR CHENAULT referred to the handout titled "Terrorism
Di saster Policy Cabinet: Cost Estimates for H ghest Priority
Recommendations,” dated 1-14-02; a new, highlighted copy had
been provided to nenbers that day. He expl ai ned:

Basically, ... we went down and |ooked at federal
funds, and naturally the federal funds are ... the
bi ggest. W pretty nmuch agreed that ... we would I|ike
to nonopolize all the federal funds we can get for
this, ... realizing that sonme nmay be matching. And,
as you know, ... there were continual changes where
[general] funds were noved to federal funds. Some
things were dropped conpletely out, either ... because
we didn't act in a tinely enough manner ... for the
departnments to be able to institute them or they
found that ... they weren't required. You know, there
are sone things in here that ... we nmy have to

address at a different tinme if they do not get the
wai vers that they're asking for.

Nunmber 0951

REPRESENTATI VE MJURKOWBKI asked whet her those are incl uded.

CHAI R CHENAULT said no. He explained, "I could not justify
allocating noney to a departnent beforehand, figuring that we
may have to try to get it back at a later tinme." He suggested

that can perhaps be done in a supplenental [budget] |ater.

CHAIR CHENAULT noted that nmany general fund itenms weren't
included or were included in the "fast-track supplenental” just
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approved. He added, "There's sone ... other issues in here that
in nmy opinion, and sone of the other comrttee nenbers’
opinions, did not really fit in to ... what this appropriation
is."” He cited as an exanple [a request for] 20 new Village
Public Safety Oficers (VPSGs); he questioned whether that
really was added to this [appropriation] package because of the
[terrorism attacks on Septenber 11, 2001], considering that it
has been before the | egislature previously.

CHAI R CHENAULT pointed out that there is noney in there for
additional troopers, for field surveillance and analysis, and
for continuing their drills wth the Federal Bureau of
I nvestigation (FBI) on pipeline safety issues. There also is
noney for HAZMAT [ hazardous materials] suits. He remarked:

Some departnments were nore forthcomng than other
departnments were, as far as what their actual needs
wer e. | did kind of find that refreshing, and not to
show any favoritism but | did let them bend ny ear
considerably nore than maybe others. ... There's sone
parts and pieces out of this 1-14-02 recomrendations
that ... kind of fell by the wayside, either on their
own or because the funding is not needed at this
particular tine.

CHAI R CHENAULT again offered to discuss each dollar anount
proposed to be given to each departnment in Version F.

Nunber 1173

REPRESENTATI VE MURKOASKI said she didn't think it was necessary.
She said, however, it was helpful to look at the highlighted
copy [of the handout] regarding the federal dollars, which she
hadn't seen before or talked to the chairman about. She
referred to proposed funding for the Alaska Land Mbile Radio
(ALMR) system and renarked about the federal conponent.

CHAI R CHENAULT acknow edged it was confusing, saying that as the
nunbers changed, projects were either deleted "or they elected
not to ask for the funding at this particular time, in this
particul ar appropriation.” He added that [Version F] was the
best reconmendati on he could make at this tine.

Nunmber 1288

HOUSE MLV COW TTEE - 6- April 18, 2002



REPRESENTATI VE KOIT asked whether the commttee would be
generating a fiscal note to reflect what the front page of
Version F indicates, a total of [$58, 781, 800].

CHAI R CHENAULT said yes. He also indicated he'd agreed wth
other commttee chairs to bring them up to speed on what the
current conmttee has done, and why it was decided to fund
certain itens, in order to speed the process al ong.

Nunber 1520

REPRESENTATI VE KOIT nmade a notion to nove CSHB 324 [version 22-
GH2078\F, Uternohle, 4/16/02] out of commttee with individua
reconmendati ons and an acconpanying fiscal note that reflects
the funding levels on page 1 of the bill

CHAI R CHENAULT, hearing no objection, announced that the bill
was noved.

Nunmber 1560

REPRESENTATI VE KOTT brought attention to the letter of intent in
comm ttee packets. It read [punctuation added]:

Legi sl ative Intent
CS for HB 324(MV)

The intent of Commttee Substitute for House Bill 324,
"An Act meking supplenental and other appropriations
for honel and security; and providing for an effective
date," is as follows:

It should be clear that appropriations as outlined in
t he above-referenced bill be spent only in the manner
as the Terrorism Disaster Policy Cabinet recomrended
in their report dated 1-14-02 delivered with the bill
at the time of filing.

Should it becone necessary for a court of law to
determne allocations, this is the standard to which
each departnent shoul d be hel d.

Number 1606

REPRESENTATI VE MJRKOASKI  pointed out that since the initial
spreadsheet was provided, there have been instances of
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di scovering that there are available funds or that there is a
"wai ver." She noted that the |anguage of the letter says "spent
only in the manner"” that is recommended in the report of January
14. However, there have been changes to that report regarding
where those funding sources are or whether they are even needed.
She questioned tying it to the report of that particular date.

REPRESENTATI VE KOTT said he thinks that is a good point, then
added:

| think all we're saying here is that at this
particular point in tinme, based on this snapshot, this
is hopefully an up-to-date version. If there are

| ater changes in the commttee process, then it'd be
up to that commttee to make those changes and accept
t he reconmendati ons from the various departnents. And
at that point they would, then, not adopt our letter
of intent, but may, then, nove their own letter of
intent forward, if they should choose to do so.

Nunber 1694

REPRESENTATI VE MJURKOWASKI cl arified that her concern is with the
word "only". It is a specific tie-in to that |Iist. She then
commented that letters of intent are about as good as the paper
they're witten on.

REPRESENTATI VE GREEN agreed they carry no | egal weight.

REPRESENTATI VE KOIT said he didn't think elimnating the word
"only" would do anything drastic to the letter; he also agreed
it doesn't carry any weight. He suggested the next committee
could accept it, anmend it, or reject it outright. "This gives
an indication to the next commttee of referral that we've done
the best we could wth what we had available, and we believe

that everything's up to date,” he said.
Nunmber 1784
CHAI R CHENAULT remarked, "I believe that our intent is that they

spend the funds on the priorities and the reconmendati ons that
t hey have."

REPRESENTATI VE KOTT surm sed that federal funds would cone wth
strings attached to those various prograns. He indicated it
woul d be general funds that could be in question, unless there
wer e substantial matching funds.
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Nunmber 1836

REPRESENTATI VE MJRKOWSKI  told nenbers she wasn't entirely
satisfied wth the legislative intent as outlined [in the

letter]. She therefore stated for the record, "W want the
expenditures and the appropriations to reflect what the
Terrorism Disaster Policy Cabinet ... had initially proposed,
recognizing that there my be changes wthin the funding
sources, ... whether or not that has been a priority."

Nunber 1872

REPRESENTATI VE KOTT made a notion to nove the letter of intent
along with the bill. There being no objection, the letter of
intent was noved along with CSHB 324(M.V) out of the House
Special Commttee on Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs.

Number 1905

CHAIR CHENAULT brought attention to a citation he was
sponsoring, by request, in honor of the Al aska Air National
GQuard on its 50th anniversary. [A witten copy was provided to
menbers; all were listed as cosponsors of the citation.] He
request ed nmenbers' concurrence.

REPRESENTATIVE GREEN remarked that it |ooks good. [ No
objections or further comments were offered.]

ADJ QURNVENT
There being no further business before the commttee, the House

Special Commttee on Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs neeting was
adj ourned at 3:49 p.m
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