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W TNESS REG STER

REPRESENTATI VE JOHN DAVI ES

Al aska State Legislature

Capi tol Building, Room

Juneau, Al aska 99801

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified as sponsor of HB 53.

M LT WLTSE, Director

Di vi si on of Geol ogi cal & Geophysical Surveys

Department of Natural Resources

794 University Avenue, Suite 200

Fai r banks, Al aska 99707- 3645

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified that the conm ssion created in
[CSHB 53] is a good idea.

SHELDON W NTERS, Lobbyi st

State Farm | nsurance Conpany

431 N Franklin Street, Suite 400
Juneau, Al aska 99801
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POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of [CSHB 53].

CAROL CARROLL, Director

Adm ni strative Services Division

Department of Mlitary & Veterans' Affairs

400 W I oughby, Suite 500

Juneau, Al aska 99811

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of [CSHB 53].

LADDI E SHAW Speci al Assi st ant

Ofice of Veteran Affairs

Department of Mlitary & Veterans' Affairs

PO Box 5800

Fort Ri chardson, Al aska 99505- 0800

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Asked for the commttee's support of HB 88.

M5 PHI LLI P OATES, Adj utant GCeneral / Conm ssi oner

Department of Mlitary & Veterans' Affairs

PO Box 5800

Fort Richardson, Al aska 99505- 0800

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Urged the commttee to forward HB 88.

JIM KOHN, Director

Di vision of Al aska Longevity Prograns
Department of Adm nistration

PO Box 110211

Juneau, Al aska 99811-0211

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified on HB 88.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

TAPE 01-8, SIDE A
Number 0001

CHAIR MKE CHENAULT called the House Special Commttee on
Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs neeting to order at 5:17 p.m
Representatives Chenault, Geen, Kott, C ssna, and Hayes were
present at the call to order. Representative Mirkowski arrived
as the meeting was in progress.

HB 53 - SEI SM C HAZARDS SAFETY COWM SSI ON

CHAI R CHENAULT announced that the first order of business would
be HOUSE BILL NO 53, "An Act establishing the Al aska Seismc
Hazards Safety Comm ssion.”

Number 0073
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REPRESENTATI VE KOTT noved to adopt CSHB 52, Version 22-LS0278\F,
Laut er bach, 3/ 24/ 01, as the working docunent before the
commttee. There being no objection, Version F was adopt ed.

Nunber 0212
REPRESENTATI VE JOHN DAVI ES, Al aska State Legislature, testified

as the sponsor of HB 53. Representative Davies noted that today
is the [37th] anniversary of the 1964 earthquake, the second

| argest earthquake recorded in history. He also noted that
there are nore earthquakes, of a given nagnitude, per day in
Al aska than there are in California. Furthernore, Al aska sits

on one of the major plate boundaries, the collision boundary
between the Pacific Plate and the North Anmerican Plate, and thus
a nunber of earthquakes are generated. Over the course of
recorded history in Al aska, there have been five earthquakes of
magnitude 7 or larger north of the Al aska Range. Representative
Davies pointed out that the entire state is subject to sone
earthquake activity and thus it's inportant to understand [that
fact and] keep it in mnd when zoning and buil di ng.

REPRESENTATI VE DAVIES explained that this bill wll create the
Al aska Seism c Hazards Safety Comm ssion, which would [reside]
in the governor's office. The conmission would have an
"unbrella status" over various agencies in order to have a body
that could coordinate a seism c hazard mtigation policy for the
entire state. He noted that a nunber of agencies deal wth
vari ous aspects of seismc hazards, especially the D vision of
Energency Services, Departnent of Mlitary & Veterans' Affairs
(DWA), and the Division of Geological & Geophysical Surveys
(DGES), Departnent of Natural Resources (DNR). However, there
is no state-level agency that deals with reducing the effects of
eart hquakes. The primary manner to reduce the effects of
earthquakes is through building codes. Al though [the U S.]
enj oys sone of the best designed buildings, "we can do better.”
For exanple, although the recent Seattle area earthquake didn't
do nuch damage, it still nanaged billions of dollars' worth of
damage. In noderate to |arge earthquakes, nost of the damage,
80-90 percent, is cosnetic.

Number 0583
REPRESENTATI VE DAVIES specified that this commssion would
survey what is being done in Alaska in order to stay up-to-date

with nodern building codes while nmaking recommendations to
executive and legislative branches as well as the various
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agenci es. He pointed out that the |egislation recommends that
t he conmi ssion be conposed of nine nmenbers. The CS [on page 2,
lines 18 and 19] changed the nmenbership such that the four
public nenbers was decreased to three and a representative of
the insurance industry was included due to its involvenment in
such situations.

Nunmber 0688

REPRESENTATI VE GREEN asked if every full nunber in increase in
magni t ude equates to approximately ten times the prior nunber.

REPRESENTATI VE DAVIES answered that the magnitude scale is an
open-ended | ogarithm c scale. He explained that the factor of
ten refers to the anplitude of the wave. Therefore, nmagnitude 8
has a wave anplitude that's ten times |larger than nagnitude 7,
whi ch corresponds in energy to about 32 tinmes. So, noving from
magnitude 5 to magnitude 7 equals an increase of about 1,000
times in energy. Representative Davies pointed out that [l ower]
magni tude [earthquakes] are ten tines nore frequent. Therefore,
peopl e experience earthquakes a lot, but they are smaller
[ magni t ude] earthquakes. In regard to the earthquakes the
magni tude of the 1964 earthquake, those occur around every 500
years. Therefore, although it isn't likely that one would
experience an earthquake such as the 1964 earthquake, it 1is
likely that one would experience a magnitude 7 earthquake. "So,
we need to be ready," he said.

REPRESENTATI VE GREEN asked if the fact that the state creates
such an advisory commttee, would create any liability to the
state.

REPRESENTATI VE DAVI ES replied, "I don't believe so."
Nunber 0867

REPRESENTATI VE MURKOASBKI inquired as to why this conmssion is
pl aced under the auspices of the Ofice of the Governor.

REPRESENTATI VE DAVI ES answered that he felt that the conm ssion
woul d need the ability to coordi nate across state agenci es.

REPRESENTATI VE MJRKOWSKI turned to subparagraph (2) of the

"FI NDI NGS" section of CSHB 53 and asked if there is "anything
that kind of acts as an oversight.”
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REPRESENTATI VE DAVI ES said that each agency that deals with this
takes some responsibility to try to perform sonme coordination.
However, there is no focus in state government on coordination
in regard to mtigation versus preparedness. He expl ai ned that
preparedness is getting ready to respond to an event when it
actual ly happens, while mtigation takes steps ahead of tine in
order to lessen the scale of damage. Therefore, Representative

Davies introduced the ©bill because the state doesn't have
mtigation in place. However, he enphasized that he isn't
proposing that the conmm ssion develop changes in the building
codes that are inplenented retroactively. This is a long-term

| ook at the problem
Nunber 1148
REPRESENTATI VE CI SSNA informed the committee that her daughter

was in a Seattle building that sustained earthquake damage.
After viewng the area, she [realized] the inportance of

mtigation. She asked if this bill is different from the
| egislation in Wshington State and if this bill included
protections beyond those in the Washington State bill
REPRESENTATI VE DAVIES answered that this bill is simlar to
Washi ngton's | egislation. He noted that Rod Conbellick
Engi neeri ng Geol ogy Chief, DGGS, DNR, surveyed what other states
have done and that survey was used to design HB 53. However
Representative Davies said that this bill is patterned nore
after the California Seismc Safety Conm ssion. He noted that
the commssions in sone states enconpass all hazards, while
others are strictly seismic. |In this case, the legislation, and

thus the comm ssion it creates, focuses on the seismc issue in
order to avoid becom ng too cunbersone.

Nunber 1253

REPRESENTATI VE GREEN related his understanding that the DGGS,
DNR, tracks seismc activity along with other services that deal
wi th subsurface activities. Therefore, he asked if the division
is already capable or doing what the comm ssion woul d.

REPRESENTATI VE DAVIES explained that [DGGS] does work that
supports the seismc networks used to nonitor activity from both
eart hquakes and vol canoes. However, the primary research [from
this division] has been geared towards understanding the | ong-
term frequency of |arge earthquakes. Such research devel ops the
scientific i nformation t hat woul d allow public policy
det erm nati ons. He clarified that the division is a scientific
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agency, not a policy agency and thus isn't in a position to
drive these concerns.

Nunber 1370

MLT WLTSE, D rector, Division of Geological & Geophysical
Surveys, Depart nent of Nat ur al Resour ces, testified via
t el econf erence. M. WIltse pointed out that when one is
di scussing disasters of the magnitude that could occur wth
eart hquakes, the scope of the problem is staggering. It

requires an anazing anount of coordination to be effective in
dealing wth such. As has been noted, Al aska has a long history
of very effective preparation to respond to earthquake
di sasters. However, the state hasn't put forth the sane effort
to deal with the mtigation side of the issue.

MR WLTSE turned to the Jdynpia, Wshington, earthquake and
noted that the seismc hazards commttee in Wshington had a
program to inspect buildings in order to mitigate danage.
During those inspections, soneone noticed that there was a water
tank on the top of one of the schools, which would pose a

hazar d. Therefore, the water tank was enptied. After the
earthquake it was noted that the water tank did topple, but
because it was enpty no damage was done to the school. M.

Wltse remarked that there are probably countless exanples of
such that resulted froma commttee [focused on mtigation].

MR. WLTSE enphasi zed that he strongly believes that a group of
peopl e dedicated to thinking and strategizing about this issue
would pull all the scattered state elenents into a coordinated

effort. He remarked, "The true story of their effect wll never
be witten because we can avoid disasters that we wouldn't
ot herwi se step around.™ M. WItse said that he thinks the

proposed conm ssion is a good idea, although he w shed DGGS
could do nore.

Nunber 1649

SHELDON W NTERS, Lobbyist, State Farm Insurance Conpany, voiced
support of this Ilegislation. He infornmed the conmmttee that
State Farm Insurance is involved in earthquake mnitigation
t hroughout the country and works hand-in-hand with all the other
comm ssions in the other states. He has been told that the
state comm ssions work wonders in the states where they are in
pl ace. Ther ef or e, even if the Dbill passed wthout a
representative from the insurance industry sitting on the
comm ssion, State Farm would still support the bill. M.
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Wnters noted that the insurance industry pays for a great
majority of the |osses, and because of their involvenent, the
i nsurance industry has the ability to tap other expertise in the
areas of building and seismc activities. Therefore, the
i nsurance industry representative could serve as a conduit for
information for the comm ssion.

Nunmber 1746

REPRESENTATI VE MURKOWSKI inquired as to what [the insurance
industry] does to help with the mtigation. She related her
understanding that earthquake insurance is prohibitively

expensi ve in Anchorage.

MR. WNTERS noted that he isn't an insurance expert or an
eart hquake expert. However, he cited building codes as the nost
obvious area in which the insurance conpanies can be involved.
Wth respect to other state comm ssions, he has been told that
the insurance industry is involved and can provide input, at
|l east to tap the expertise available. Wth regard to coverage,
M. Wnters enphasized that such issues can be addressed by
havi ng an i nsurance representative on the conm ssion.

Nunmber 1898

CARCL CARRCLL, Director, Admnistrative Services Division,
Department of Mlitary & Veterans' Affairs (DWA), echoed
Representative Davies' comment that DWA is heavily involved in
the planning for and response to disasters. However, "we do
believe that there is a place for bringing these issues and
el evating these issues to a commssion that could devel op sone
policies, recomendations, and kind of nove us forward in a
direction of mtigation," she said. Ms. Carroll noted that
al though DWA does perform sone mtigation and does receive
mtigation noney when there is a disaster, nore work can be
done. Ms. Carroll testified to the departnent's support of the
bill.

REPRESENTATI VE MJURKOABKI asked if the departnment would rather
t he conm ssion be housed w thin DWA.

M5. CARROLL replied, "There isn't any desire, on the part of the
Departnent of Mlitary & Veterans' Affairs, to have the
comm ssion or not. In the governor's office is fine with us.”

REPRESENTATI VE MJRKOWSKI asked if the departnent nerely wants
t he comm ssi on.
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MS. CARROLL related the belief that the conm ssion is val uabl e.

CHAIR CHENAULT asked if there was anyone else to testify.
Hearing no one, Chair Chenault placed the bill before the
comm ttee.

Nunmber 1966

REPRESENTATI VE GREEN posed a situation in which a CEO of a
"good-si zed" corporation is going to build a 28-story building
in Anchor age. If this commssion is in existence, what would
that conpany do differently.

REPRESENTATI VE DAVI ES replied, "Virtually nothing."

REPRESENTATI VE GREEN inquired as to how this comm ssion would
hel p this situation.

REPRESENTATI VE DAVI ES expressed the hope that in the tine before
the corporation wants to build a large building, the comm ssion
woul d have worked with building officials and incorporated the
nost current research into the building code. Therefore, the
corporation would nerely be following the building code. 1In his
view, [the conmi ssion] wouldn't inpact that corporation at all.
Al t hough the corporation would follow the uniform building code
for earthquake hazards, the nunbers may be slightly different.
Most of the ~construction changes that result are al nost
negligible in cost when follow ng the code upfront.

REPRESENTATI VE GREEN referred to the ARCO Tower, which he was
told has rollers on Teflon in its structure in order to
accomodat e noti on. He asked if that was part of the Anchorage
bui l di ng code or part of the ARCO design. He also asked if such
[ code] woul d be devel oped by this conm ssion.

REPRESENTATI VE DAVIES said that when one is building sonething
such as the ARCO towers, generally the best seismc hazards
staff are hired. He noted that nmany buildings today are built
with seismc shock absorbers in an attenpt to decouple the shear
notion from the building, which is a fairly proven technique
In further response to Representative Geen, Representative
Davi es agreed that such construction nmethods may be instituted
in the building code as a result of the commission's work.
Representative Davies saw the [changes being instituted] mainly
through building codes wth sone <change in the land use
pl anni ng.
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Number 2120

REPRESENTATI VE MURKOWBKI inquired as to why [other states] have
seismi ¢ hazards comm ssions and Al aska, the state with a |arge
earthquake in its history, does not.

REPRESENTATI VE DAVIES answered that nost of the other states
adopted their conmssions in response to Alaska' s earthquake.
He agreed wth Representative Mirkowski that many people
probably felt that Alaska had its big earthquake and thus was
of f the hook. Al though there is some truth to that, there is
the possibility of a magnitude 7 earthquake in Anchorage and
that is significant. Therefore, preparation is inportant.

REPRESENTATI VE MJURKOWBKI referred to an article that discussed
the faults that lie in Sout heast Al aska.

CHAI R CHENAULT pl aced the bill before the conmttee.
Nunber 2227

REPRESENTATI VE GREEN noved to report CSHB 53, [Version 22-
LS0278\F, Lauterbach, 3/24/01] out of conmittee with individual
reconmendati ons and the acconpanying fiscal notes. There being
no objection, CSHB 53(M.V) was reported from the House Speci al
Commttee on Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs.

HB 88 - PI ONEERS AND VETERANS HOVE/ ADVI SORY BD

CHAI R CHENAULT announced that the next order of business would
be HOUSE BILL NO 88, "An Act changing the name of the Al aska
Pi oneers' Honme to the Al aska Pioneers' and Veterans' Honme and of
the Al aska Pioneers' Homes Advisory Board to the Al aska
Pi oneer s’ and Veterans' Home Advisory Board; relating to
services for veterans in the hone; relating to the advisory
board for the honme; nmaking other anendnents to the statutes
relating to the home; making conform ng anendnents to other
statutes; and providing for an effective date.”

Number 2344

LADDIE SHAW Special Assistant, Ofice of Veteran Affairs,
Department of Mlitary & Veterans' Affairs (DWA), testified via
t el econf erence. M . Shaw announced that the veterans truly need
the Pioneers' and Veterans' Hone project to nove forward. He
informed the conmittee that Alaska has one of the |argest
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veteran populations in the nation. However, the state provides
the snmallest amount of support. Presently, [DWA] has a
$540, 000 budget that supports in excess of 50,000 veterans in
the state. In conparison, Mssissippi - one of the poorest
states in the nation - has four veterans' hones that are
supported with over $4 nmillion in state general funds. M. Shaw
requested the conmttee's support in noving this idea forward.

Nunber 2437

M5 PHI LLI P QATES, Adjutant General/Comm ssioner, Departnent of
Mlitary & Veterans' Affairs, said that he wanted to begin by
i npressing upon the conmttee the weight of the decision that
it's making. General QGates announced that not noving this bill
forward is a vote agai nst veterans.

TAPE 01-8, SIDE B

GENERAL QATES discussed the mlitary presence in Al aska. For
Al aska, the mlitary has been and is currently the |argest

industry of the state. Furthernore, one in five Al askans has
some connection with the mlitary. In regard to why the
veterans haven't been nore active in wrking wth the
| egi sl ature, General OCates explained: "That's because they know
selfless service. And they depend on their el ected

representatives to do what's right for them™

GENERAL OATES stressed, "It's disgraceful that the state wth
the second highest per capita nunber of veterans in our nation
does not have a veterans' hone." He said that the congressional
del egation and the Secretary of Veterans Affairs (VA) have
indicated that they want to help, but can't until the state
takes a nove forward. "It's tinme to nove forward," he charged.
He remarked that this is the largest shortcomng during his tinme
in office.

GENERAL QOATES described a recent neeting with a Dr. Cohen(ph), a
former paratrooper in the Israeli Arny who now lives in the
US., in the Anchorage Pioneers' Hone. Dr. Cohen and his wfe
have expertise in designing honmes to help those in severe

medical need in the Al zheiner's category. General Qates
descri bed the nmedical nodel in which the nedical needs are net,
but the human needs are not. He recalled that Dr. Cohen

contrasted the nedical nodel with the Pioneers' Hone system and
how sonet hi ng such as a Pioneers' or Veterans' Wall of Honor in
the honme could make things better. In Alaska there are six
regi onal Pioneers' Homes across the state and thus Al aska has
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the opportunity to go beyond Mssissippi wth its four hones

He pointed out that if Alaska builds veterans' hones, there wl|
be fewer beds, it will cost nore, and will result in the nedica

nodel . In conclusion, General QOates said, "So, when you think
about what you owe to the veterans, | would ask you to think of
what they've done for Alaska. ... And if we say, as a state, we
can't afford to assist our veterans, it's not a state that I'd
want to stay in as a mlitary nenber."”

Nunber 2280

REPRESENTATI VE MJURKOWSKI referred to General QCates testinony at
the prior hearing that she understood to nean that Al aska's one-
year residency requirenment precludes the state from obtaining
federal VA noney.

GENERAL OATES pointed out that the state has the opportunity to
earn veterans' benefits that were earned through the [Pioneers'
Hone] system However, since it's a nontraditional veterans

care system the state cannot receive the per diem that is
avai |l abl e. There is great interest from Secretary Principi to
make this a pilot project and thus make the per diem avail able.
When Secretary Principi visited two of Alaska's [Pioneers']
hones, he said that Al aska's honmes conpare very well with other
veterans' hones and have a better approach to long-term care
than in other hones around the nation. However, the concern is
in regard to the hones neeting basic needs such as fire
protection, health, sanitation, safety, and handicap access.
Ceneral Qates related his confidence, after visiting the hones
hi nsel f, that when the state conmts to going forward and the
federal VA cones down, those federal VA benefits for [veteran]
residents will cone. General Qates reiterated his testinony
fromthe prior hearing that this is the best idea that has been
presented and thus if it isn't acceptable, he requested help
devel opi ng anot her i dea.

Nunber 2159

REPRESENTATI VE MJRKOWSKI related her wunderstanding that the
"hitch" in not being able to obtain federal dollars is because
the Pioneers’ Hone System 1is a nontraditional facility.
However, it isn't necessarily tied into the one-year residency
requi renent.

GENERAL OATES sai d her understandi ng seens to be correct.
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MR. SHAW poi nted out that presently there are no requirenents in
t he system because veterans aren't acknow edged as a part of the
VA's entitlenment prograns because they don't have their own bed
space. If this legislation noves forward and there is a
Pi oneers' and Veterans' Honme, then the VA will potentially nove
forward the entitlements to those veterans in those beds. Those
per diementitlenents woul d range between $39-3$52 a day.

Nunber 2108

REPRESENTATI VE =~ MURKOWSKI recalled Ceneral Cates el oquent
testinony regarding the debt we owe veterans. However, in
conversations with |ess supportive people, she has discovered
concern that by having a conbination home, "we" are taking
respect from the Pioneers' of Al aska. There is fear that there
will be change [if the veterans nove in]. She asked whether the
name is that critical

GENERAL OATES renmarked that the nore "we" talk to groups, the
nore their concerns are alleviated. Wen talking with the
residents and watching them enbrace the veterans, he didn't
think that they have such concern. Also, this is inportant to
the veterans, who view this as a right and sonething they have
earned. Therefore, General CQCates said that he would be opposed
to not changi ng the nane.

Number 1944

REPRESENTATI VE GREEN recalled that when he first came to the
state in 1977, he felt that the Pioneers’ Hone concept was
fantasti c. Al though litigation changed that [ concept ]
significantly, the hone remained wonderful. Then, about 10-15
years ago the residents of the Pioneers' Honmes changed from the
average elderly person to persons wth various forns of
denmentia. Wien he visited the Pioneers' Hone [in Anchorage] two
or three years ago, it was denoralizing because of the state of
the residents, although the care was still there. Therefore, he
asked whether a healthy, aging veteran in that environnment would
appreci ate being placed in such a situation.

GENERAL OATES said that as [the state] becones nore involved
with long-term care, he has found that [residents of hones]
mgrate to the nore extrenme end. From his perspective, there
are just nore people in that population and there is also a
change in the way people view healthcare. That's another reason
why the veterans' hone systemis in crisis around the US.; it's
not the same home once envi si oned.
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GENERAL QATES, in regard to whether this [conbination] hone
neets all the needs, responded no. He renarked that naybe those
veterans [with denentia] are the ones that we should reach out
to the nost. As Dr. Cohen related, "we" have a responsibility
to help their quality of Ilife. He also recalled Dr. Cohen
saying that the veterans cannot recall the short term but can
remenber the "spark,” mlitary service, of the past.

GENERAL OATES st at ed: "If we are unsuccessful in a conmttee
that has mlitary and veterans in its title and its job
description, | don't give nuch hope for the rest of our
prospects. Don't sit on this bill, pass it forward."

REPRESENTATI VE MURKOWBKI inquired as to the percentage of the
veterans in the [Pioneers' Hones] that neet the 70 percent
di sability requirenent.

Nunmber 1647

JIM KOHN, Director, D vision of Alaska Longevity Prograns,
Department of Administration, informed the commttee that
presently there are about 90 veterans in the [Pioneers' Hones].
O those 90 veterans, about six receive nonthly veterans
paynents due to their injuries in service. However, that group
of six is known because they utilize the paynent assistance
pr ogram Only those utilizing the paynent assistance program
are asked about their incone and assets. M. Kohn noted that
half the residents in the hones utilize the paynent assistance
program and thus he guessed that as many as a dozen [veterans in
total] actually receive nonthly veterans paynents due to
injuries incurred during service.

Nunmber 1590

REPRESENTATI VE HAYES noted his support of this Iegislation, but
pointed out that it wll have a difficult time in its next
commttee of referral.

REPRESENTATIVE CISSNA recalled testinony from | ast week
regarding what was perceived as inadequate funding for this
program

MR. KOHN explained that the present staffing in the Pioneers'
Homes are based on the levels of care, of which there are five.
There is the coordinated services, which is the old residentia
care for which there are no direct care services unless there is
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an energency. The basic assisted living | evel provides sporadic
services. There is the enhanced assisted living services, which
tends to have people who are nore in need of nedical help while
the Al zheiner Disease and Related Denentia (ADRD) residents are
in need of help with their denmentia and have |ess nedical
pr obl ens. However, the ADRD residents need 24-hour assistance.
There are also the conprehensive services for those that need
help with all tasks of daily Iiving. M. Kohn informed the
commttee that 4.9 hours of care per resident per day is
provided to those in the enhanced assisted living, the ADRD, and
the conprehensive services |evels. That average tinme is
syst emn de.

MR. KOHN turned to the national figures in regard to the nunber
of hours provided in nursing home facilities in the Lower 48,
which struggle to provide 2.5 hours per resident per day.
Therefore, M. Kohn felt that the staffing for the Pioneers’
Homes is good. He nentioned that a lady who perforns
accreditation for assisted living visited +the Anchorage
Pi oneers’' Honme during dinnertime and this lady said that the
bui l di ng | ooks good all the way through. M . Kohn acknow edged
that people have testified that there isn't enough staff at the
Pi oneers' Honmes. However, as a nurse he has worked in hospitals
in long-term care settings where he felt that there was never
enough staff, as far as he was concerned, because one can al ways
do nore. Adding nore staff is attenpted through volunteers,
from which there is nmuch support throughout the state.
Furthernore, there is a nursing shortage and thus if nursing
staff is necessary for safety reasons, the nurses on staff are
required to conme in because although the position is enpty, the
work has to be done. From that situation, the staff says that
there isn't enough staff and although that is true, it doesn't
nmean that the residents are suffering. More help is necessary
so that staff can return to nore reasonabl e hours.

Number 1120

MR. KOHN noted that he has been the director of the Pioneers’
Hones for eight years and the staffing is very adequate.
However, for the staff doing the work, they feel overworked and
under supported. This is very difficult work.

CHAI R CHENAULT placed the legislation before the commttee and
announced that he would entertain a nption.

REPRESENTATI VE MJURKOABKI expressed hope that the commttee would
nove HB 88 out of conmttee and recognize the coments of
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General QOates. She noted that the |legislation has the foll ow ng
commttee referrals: the House State Affairs Standing Conmittee

and the House Finance Conmmttee, respectively. Representati ve
Mur kowski related her strong feeling that "we" have an
obligation to provide sone facility for Alaska's veterans. This
is an area in which [the state] has failed its veterans. She
informed the commttee that she had the opportunity to speak
with Secretary Principi when he was in town. From that

conversation, she had the inpression that Secretary Principi
wanted to make sonething happen in Al aska, but the state has to
take the first step. Therefore, if the full deal, as
enconpassed in HB 88, can't be done, then perhaps a pilot
project could be started.

Nunmber 0938

REPRESENTATI VE MURKOASKI noved to report HB 88 out of commttee
with individual recomendations and the acconpanying fiscal
not e. There being no objection, HB 88 was reported from the
House Special Commttee on Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs.

ADJ QURNVENT
There being no further business before the commttee, the House

Special Commttee on Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs neeting was
adj ourned at 6:38 p.m
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