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W TNESS REG STER

KEVI N SHORES, Assistant Attorney General

Human Servi ces Section

Civil Division (Juneau)

Depart ment of Law

PO Box 110300

Juneau, Al aska 99811-0300

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Provi ded departnent's position and answered
questions regardi ng HB 48.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

TAPE 01-10, SIDE A
Number 0001

CHAIR NORVAN ROKEBERG called the House Judiciary Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 1:12 p.m Menbers present at the
call to order were Representatives Rokeberg, Coghill, Meyer, and
Ber kowi t z. Representati ves (QOgan, James, and Kookesh joined the
nmeeting as it was in progress.

[Mnutes for the overview by the Departnent of Law regarding
St at ehood Defense/ Natural Resources Lawsuits, heard during the
second portion of the mneeting, are found in the 1:30 p.m
m nutes for this sane date.]

HB 48 - NO SOC SEC. # REQ D ON HUNT/ FI SH LI CENSE

Nunber 0027

CHAI R ROKEBERG announced that the commttee would hear HOUSE
BILL NO 48, "An Act elimnating a requirenent that a social
security nunber be provided by an applicant for a hunting or
sport fishing license or tag; and providing for an effective
date.” [Before the conmmttee was CSHB 48( RES). ]

REPRESENTATI VE COGHI LL, speaking as the sponsor, stated that his
main goal with CSHB 48(RES) was to renpve the requirenent that a
person list his or her social security nunber on the
applications for hunting and fishing |icenses/tags/permts. He
referred to a letter from Barbara Mklos of the Departnent of
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Revenue, Child Suppor t Enf or cenent Di vi si on ( CSED)

acknow edgi ng the use of the Permanent Fund Dividend Division's
database as a better source for social security nunber
retrieval. He pointed out that even though CSED had received a
wai ver from the Federal Ofice of Child Support Enforcenent, so
that it no longer requires the collection of social security

nunbers from recreational |I|icenses, the Al aska Departnent of
Fish and Ganme (ADF&G still mandates the inclusion of social
security nunber s on t he applications [for
| i censes/tags/permts]. Wth the passage of CSHB 48(RES),
providing a social security nunber on applications would becone
an option, not a requirenent - a change which contractual

vendors of applications favor.
Number 0251

REPRESENTATI VE COGHILL paraphrased the following sectiona
analysis regarding changes to portions of AS 16.05 [original
punctuation provided]:

Sec. 1: Repeals a portion of AS 16.05.360(a) that
requires the form or application for a hunting or

sport fishing | i cense to contain sufficient
information to supply the applicant’s social security
nunber .

Sec. 2: This repeals AS 16.05.330(e) which requires
a person applying for a license or tag for hunting or
sport fishing to provide their social security nunber
on the application and requires the Departnment of Fish
& Ganme to report provide that social security nunber
to CSED i f requested.

Repeals AS 16.05.346(d) which requires a person
applying for a permt wunder the section of statutes
that deal with licensing of sport fishing and hunting
to provide the person's social security nunmber on the
permt application. It also requires the departnent to
provide the social security nunber to the «child
support enforcenment agency if information is requested
by the agency.

It also repeals AS 16.05.360(b, which requires the
departnment to provide the social security nunber to
CSED upon request.

Sec. 3: Provides for an i mmedi ate effective date.
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REPRESENTATI VE COGHI LL also remarked that CSHB 48(RES) would
contribute to ensuring the public's privacy and security by
limting unnecessary exposure of an individual's social security
nunber. He urged the nenbers to pass it out of conmttee.

Number 0358

REPRESENTATI VE BERKOW TZ call ed attention to t he term
"citizenship" on page 1, line 11, questioning its use in terns
of differentiating t he cost of vari ous types of

| i censes/tags/permts. He also inquired of the Departnent of Law
representative if there were any nmandated requirenents to
i nclude the word "citizenship” in the statute [AS 16. 05].

Number 0418

KEVI N  SHORES, Assistant Attorney Ceneral, Human  Servi ces
Section, Civil Division (Juneau), Departnent of Law, said that
he was not aware of any such federal requirenents.

REPRESENTATI VE OGAN pointed out that different classes of
| i censes, such as resident, nonresident, and nonresident alien

have different costs. Therefore, he did not see why there
shoul d be concern over the term"citizenship".

CHAIR ROKEBERG rem nded nenbers that the ADF&G tracks
information about all users of the state's fish and gane
resour ces. He noted that over the interim he had personally
w tnessed a nunber of [bag-limt] violations by German nationals
in the tourist sport fishing industry.

REPRESENTATI VE BERKOW TZ expressed his belief that the alien
[citizenship] distinction was an inproper one.

CHAIR ROKEBERG reiterated that informational tracking was
inportant to the ADF&G

MR. SHORES expl ained that he had come prepared to speak on CSED
issues and felt that Representative Berkowitz's questions
regarding citizenship distinctions and rate differentials would
be better addressed to the ADF&G

REPRESENTATI VE OGAN added, as an exanple, that a nonresident
alien, class 15, big gane hunting |license costs $300; therefore,
he felt the state had a justifiable need to require an applicant
to declare alien status.
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REPRESENTATI VE BERKOW TZ asked whether a person who was from
anot her country but residing legally in Alaska would fall into
t he nonresident alien category.

REPRESENTATI VE OGAN pointed out that that person would be
considered a resident for |icensing purposes.

Nunmber 0845

MR, SHORES comented that he was not aware of any federal
requi renents regarding citizenship. He concluded by saying that
because CSED had received the federal waiver, the departnent did
not have any problenms with CSHB 48( RES).

Representative Ogan noted this was a welcome change from the
adm ni stration's previous policy.

Nunber 0945
CHAI R ROKEBERG cl osed public testinony.
Nunber 0989

REPRESENTATI VE BERKOWN TZ made a notion to adopt conceptual
Amendnent 1: Page 1, line 11, striking "and citizenship".

REPRESENTATI VE OGAN obj ected to conceptual Anmendnent 1.

REPRESENTATI VE BERKOW TZ suggested during discussion that the
wor di ng r egar di ng citizenship constituted an unwar r ant ed
i ntrusi on of people's privacy.

CHAIR RCOKEBERG reiterated his concerns about the violations by
German nati onal s.

REPRESENTATI VE BERKOW TZ responded that "he would be loath to
assign collective guilt to the German people in general, for
fishing violations of a fewindividuals...."

REPRESENTATI VE OGAN voiced the opinion that renoving the
| anguage would inpede the ADF&G as it strove to enforce the
| aws. He once again brought up the fact that the current fee
schedul e was i nterdependent of both residency and citizenship.

A roll call vote was taken. Representatives Berkowitz and
Kookesh voted for the anendnent. Represent ati ves Rokeber g,
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Qgan, Coghill, Janes, and Meyer voted against the anmendnent.
Therefore, conceptual Anmendnment 1 failed by a vote of 2-5.

Nunber 1157

REPRESENTATI VE OGAN made a notion to nove CSHB 48(RES) out of
commttee with individual recommendations and the attached zero
fiscal notes. He asked for wunaninbus consent. There being no
obj ections, CSHB 48(RES) noved from the House Judiciary Standing
Comm ttee.

CHAIR ROKEBERG called an at-ease at 1:30 p.m in order to hear
the overview by the Departnent of Law. [Mnutes for the
overview by the Departnent of Law regarding Statehood
Def ense/ Nat ural Resources Lawsuits are found in the 1:30 p.m
m nutes for this same date.]
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