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VEMBERS PRESENT

Represent ati ve Nor man Rokeberg, Chairman
Representative Scott QOgan, Vice Chairman
Representative Jeannette Janes
Represent ati ve John Coghi l

Represent ati ve Kevin Meyer
Representative Ethan Berkow tz

MEMBERS ABSENT

Representative Al bert Kookesh

OTHER LEQ SLATORS PRESENT

Representative Joe G een

COW TTEE CALENDAR

CONFI RVATI ON HEARI NGS

Sel ect Conmittee on Legislative Ethics

Thomas P. Ownens, Jr. - Anchorage
Dennis E. "Skip" Cook - Fairbanks

- CONFI R(VATI ONS ADVANCED
PREVI QUS ACTI ON
No previous action to record
W TNESS REG STER
THOVAS P. OVENS, JR., Appointee
Sel ect Conmittee on Legislative Ethics
1500 West. 33rd Avenue, Suite 200

Anchor age, Al aska 99503
POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Testified as appointee to the Select
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Comm ttee on Legislative Ethics.

DENNI S E. "SKIP' COCOK, Appointee

Sel ect Commttee on Legislative Ethics

PO Box 70810

Fai r banks, Al aska 99707

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Testified as appointee to the Select
Committee on Legislative Ethics.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

TAPE 01-3, SIDE A
Number 0014

CHAI RVAN NORMAN ROKEBERG called the House Judiciary Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 1:05 p.m Menbers present at the

call to order were Representatives Rokeberg, Ogan, Coghill
Meyer, and Berkow tz. Representatives Janmes and Geen joined
the neeting while in progress. Representati ve Kookesh was
excused.

[Mnutes for the overviews by the Court System and Ofice of
Publ i ¢ Advocacy, heard during the second portion of the neeting,
are found in the 1:35 p.m mnmnutes for this same date.]

CONFI RVATI ON HEARI NGS5

Sel ect Conmittee on Legislative Ethics

Number 0069

CHAI RVAN ROKEBERG announced the committee would consider two
nomnees for the Select Committee on Legislative Ethics.
Acknow edging that M. Owmens was available via teleconference
from Anchorage and M. Cook from Fairbanks, he asked that M.
Onens speak first.

THOVAS P. ONENS, JR, Appointee, Select Commttee on Legislative
Ethics, testified via teleconference, saying he had been
nom nat ed by Chief Justice Dana Fabe to serve a two-year term on
the Select Conmittee on Legislative Ethics. Wiile he | ooked
forward to this appointnent, he felt his role was one of
assistant to the legislature as they conply with enacted |aws
pertaining to |egislative conduct. Confirm ng that the nenbers
had received his resune, he went on to say he was born in North
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Carolina and raised in rural North Carolina. He cane to Al aska
with the Air Force and was a nenber of the Judge Advocate
General's Corp, then becane Chief of Mlitary Justice, and
served as the head of |[|egal procurenent operations. He has
served as trial lawer with the mlitary and is currently senior
partner with the law firm of Omens & Turner, which specializes
in | abor enploynent relations matters.

MR OMENS went on to say he attended secondary school in
Washi ngton, North Carolina, graduated fromthe United States Air
Force Acadeny class of 1961 as a Rated Navigator, Second
Li eutenant, graduated from Duke Law School with a juris doctor,
and obtained a nmaster's degree in counseling psychology from
Alaska Pacific University. He has a certificate in
neur ol i ngui stic progr anm ng and as an executive and
or gani zati onal coach.

Nunmber 0450

CHAI RVAN RCKEBERG recogni zed that the legislature was fortunate
to have M. Ownens serve on the Select Conmttee on Legislative
Et hi cs. For the record, he noted that Representative Janes had
j oi ned the neeting.

Number 0520

REPRESENTATI VE OGAN noted that M. Omens seenmed overqualified
and wondered if there were mninmum requirenments for serving on
the commttee [Select Commttee on Legislative Ethics], which
was an arduous and thankless job. He asked of M. Oaens why he
w shed to undertake these responsibilities.

MR. OWNENS responded that it was his way to give back to the
community and he felt that he would benefit from the experience.
In response to questions by Representative Ogan, he expressed
the view that the Select Conmittee on Legislative Ethics
functioned as an assistant to the legislature and | egislators,
rather than as a "watchdog"”, because of the conplexity of the
statutes that govern the legislature. He felt he would be up to
the task and stated that he would be relying on the procedures
al ready established by the conmttee for handling accusations
directed at legislators by nenbers of the public. In the case
where soneone cones to himdirectly, he said he would refer the
conplainant to Susie Barnett, staff to the Select Commttee on
Legislative Ethics, so that she could initiate the infornal
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conpl ai nt process. He noted he would then becone re-involved
only if the investigation process brought the matter back before
the full commttee.

Number 0794

CHAI RVAN ROKEBERG informed nenbers that the nenbership on the
Select Commttee on Legislative Ethics was conposed of two
menbers from the Senate, one of whomis a mnority nenber; and
two nmenbers from the House, again, one being a mnority nenber;
and five public nenbers selected by the Chief Justice of the
Al aska Suprene Court. The public nenbers' selection nust be
ratified by two-thirds nmenbership of both bodies. No nore than
one public nenber may be a former legislator, and no nore than
two public nenbers may belong to the sane political party.

Number 0840

MR. OVENS responded to questions by Chairmn Rokeberg by stating
that he was non-partisan and that he tended to follow a strict
constructi oni st interpretation of AS 24. 60, regar di ng
| egi sl ati ve conduct. He felt, however, that his training as an
engi neer, |lawyer, and psychol ogi st would be of value; his full-
spectrum outl ook would allow nore |eeway when passing judgnment
on a legislator's conduct.

REPRESENTATI VE JAMES and CHAI RVAN ROKEBERG t hanked M. Owens for
his willingness to cone forward to do the job.

Number 1065

CHAI RVAN ROKEBERG, in response to Representative Berkowtz's
offer of a nmotion to forward the confirmation, suggested the
commttee wait wuntil both appointees had an opportunity to
testify before si gni ng t he docunent s to forward t he
confirmations.

Number 1093

DENNIS E " SKI P" COXK, Appoi nt ee, Sel ect Commttee on
Legislative Ethics, testified via tel econference. He stated he
was born and raised in Fairbanks and that his large famly
included 7 children and 16 grandchildren. He attended grade
school and high school in Fairbanks and went on to the

Massachusetts Institute of Technol ogy, where he graduated with a
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bachel or's degree in economcs, politics and engi neering. From
Nort hwestern University he received a master's degree in
political science, and a juris doctor degree from WI|lanette
University. Right after graduation from Northwestern University
he was hired to run the nmandatory borough el ection in Fairbanks
during the inplenentation of the Mandatory Borough Act in 1963.

MR. COOK explained that after graduating from law school in
1970, he began working for the law firm that eventually becane
Cook Schuhmann & Groseclose, where he has been a partner since
1972. Oher interests include Rotary, church, the Tanana Vall ey
State Fair, and Boy Scouts of Anerica. He has served on the
Select Commttee on Legislative Ethics for last two years, and
during the past year has held the position of chairmn.
Al though he has found serving on the Select Conmmttee on
Legislative Ethics challenging in terns of getting famliar with
the statutes and procedures, he has enjoyed working with the
commttee and is willing to continue.

MR COOK turned to the aforenentioned question regarding a

strict constructionist interpretation of the statute. He
related his belief that in spite of the details of the statute,
there are still areas that are anbiguous. He envi sioned
situations arising that would call for a lot of discussion,
consideration, and deliberation in order to determ ne where they
fall wthin the statute. He hopes to renedy these anbiguous
areas so that the application of the statute will be easier. He

feels that all menbers [of the Select Committee on Legislative
Et hi cs] have exercised a conbination of strict construction and
conpassi on. In conclusion, he expressed wllingness to accept
anot her appoi nt nent.

Number 1435

MR. COOK answered a question on procedures from Representative
Qgan, saying that they [Select Commttee on Legislative Ethics]
often rely on a body of both formal and informal decisions that
they have been developing over the years to guide them in
interpreting some of the statutes. He recognizes that they
[ Sel ect Commttee on Legislative Ethics] are an advisory body
and informal opinions are given as guidelines to legislators
when they have questions about actions they wish to take. Wen
f or mal decisions are arrived at, it is through careful
del i beration based on prior decisions, the law, investigation
results, testinony, and input from legislative nmenbers on the
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commttee [Sel ect Commttee on Legislative Ethics.] Al through
the process there is anple opportunity for input from both the
public and the | egislature.

Number 1535

CHAI RVAN RCKEBERG recogni zed that Representative Geen, a nenber
of the Select Conmittee on Legislative Ethics, had joined the
meet i ng.

Number 1542

REPRESENTATI VE COGHI LL thanked both appointees and expressed
great appreciation of The Advisor, the newsletter produced by
the Select Commttee on Legislative Ethics, which is nmade
available via e-nmail to all legislators and | egislative staff.

MR. COOK concluded his testinony by saying a primary notivation
in continuing to serve on the Select Conmmttee on Legislative
Ethics was to provide continuity during the next year, since
Susi e Barnett is resigning.

ADJ OQURNMENT
Number 1625

CHAI RVAN ROKEBERG concluded the House Judiciary Standing
Commttee neeting regarding the confirmation to the Select
Commttee on Legislative Ethics at 1:30 p.m [The notion to
forward the nomnees for the Select Conmittee on Legislative
Et hics occurred during the overview portion of the neeting, which
can be found in the 1:35 p.m mnutes for this date.]
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