ALASKA STATE LEG SLATURE
HOUSE HEALTH, EDUCATI ON AND SCCI AL SERVI CES
STANDI NG COW TTEE
February 21, 2002
4:10 p.m

COWM TTEE CALENDAR
OVERVI EW  SEPARATE ACGENCY FOR THE BLI ND
TAPES

02-15, SIDE A

[ This overview occurred in the mddle of the regular neeting
that began at 3:04 p.m See tapes 02-14 and 02-16.]

CALL TO ORDER

REPRESENTATI VE FRED DYSON, Chair, reconvened the House Health,
Educati on and Social Services Standing Commttee neeting at 4:10
p. m [Mnutes for HB 411, HB 352, and HB 252 can be found in
the 3:04 p.m mnutes for this sanme date.]

PRESENT

Commttee nenbers present were Representatives Dyson, Coghill,
Kohring, Ci ssna, and Joul e.

SUMVARY OF | NFORVATI ON

LYNNE KORRAL, President, Alaska |ndependent Blind, provided an
overview of issues that confront blind Al askans and the need for
the creation of a separate agency that deals only with these

matt ers. She offered that research shows that the nunber of
blind Al askans and problenms confronting them are on the rise.
The resources wused to assist the blind need to I|ikew se

i ncrease. A handout was distributed outlining nodel |egislation
for the formati on of such an agency or conm ssion.

ELMVER LI NDSTROM Deput y Comm ssi oner, Ofice of t he
Comm ssi oner, Depar t ment of Health and Soci al Servi ces,
explained that no department has assumed responsibility for
creating regulations fromlegislation passed several years ago.
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WLLI AM CRAI G Al aska | ndependent Blind, related the frustration
many blind people experience when seeking resources from many
di fferent agenci es. He enphasized the need for accessible
resour ces.

SANDY SANDERSON, Al aska |ndependent Blind, drew attention to
funding issues and cited statistics showing the marked increase
of blindness in the U S

ANNOUNCEMENTS

There were no announcenents.
COW TTEE ACTI ON

The conmmittee took no action.
ADJ OQURNMENT

CHAIR DYSON [called an at-ease] at 4:35 p.m in order to return
to the rest of the cal endar. [Mnutes for HB 411, HB 352, and
HB 252 can be found in the 3:04 p.m mnutes for this sane
date. ]

NOTE: The neeting was recorded and handwitten |log notes were
t aken. A copy of the tape(s) and log notes may be obtained by
contacting the House Records Ofice at State Capitol, Room 3,
Juneau, Al aska 99801 (mmiling address), (907) 465-2214, and
after adjournnment of the second session of the Twenty-Second
Al aska State Legislature this information nay be obtained by
contacting the Legislative Reference Library at (907) 465-3808.
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