HOUSE FI NANCE COWM TTEE
May 11, 2002
5:50 P. M

TAPE HFC 02 — 109, Side A
TAPE HFC 02 - 109, Side B

CALL TO ORDER

Co-Chair WIllianms called the House Finance Commttee neeting
to order at 5:50 P.M

VEMBERS PRESENT

Representative Bill WIlIlianms, Co-Chair
Representati ve El don Miul der, Co-Chair
Representati ve Con Bunde, Vice-Chair
Representative Eric Croft
Representati ve John Davi es
Representative Ri chard Foster
Representative John Harris
Representative Bill Hudson
Representati ve Ken Lancaster
Representative Carl Mses
Representative Ji m Wit aker

VEMBERS ABSENT

None
ALSO PRESENT

Representative Fred Dyson; Josh CGovaars, Staff, Senator Dave
Donl ey; Ownendolyn Hall, Staff, Senator Pete Kelly; Chip
Wagoner, Al aska Catholic Conference; WIliam Craig, Al aska
| ndependent Blind, Sitka; Helen Craig, Sitka; Nancy Wller,
Division of Medical Assistance, Departnent of Health &
Soci al Servi ces

PRESENT VI A TELECONFERENCE

Dr . Col | een Mur phy, Anchor age; Dr. John M ddaugh,
Epi demi ol ogy Section, Departnent of Health and Soci al
Servi ces, Anchorage

SUMVARY

SB 180 An Act inplementing pay differentials based on
geographic areas for certain state enployees and
for menbers of the Al aska State Defense Force; and
providing for an effective date.

HCS CS SB 180 (FIN) was reported out of Conmittee
wth a “do pass” recommendation and new fiscal
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SB 206

SB 247

SB 252

SB 359

SB 364

#SB247

notes by Departnent of Admnistration and the
Al aska Court System

An Act relating to registration plates and parking
permts for persons wth disabilities and to
illegal use of parking spaces for persons wth
di sabilities.

HCS CS SB 206 (FIN) was reported out of Conmittee
wth a “do pass” recommendation and with zero
fiscal notes, #2 by the Departnent of Public
Safety and #3 by the Departnent of Adm nistration.

An Act maki ng capital appropriations and
reappropriations, and capitalizing funds; making
appropriations under art. I X, sec. 17(c),

Constitution of the State of Alaska, from the
constitutional budget reserve fund; and providing
for an effective date.

SB 247 was HEARD and HELD in Conmmttee for further
consi derati on.

An  Act renamng the Alaska Human Resource
| nvest nent Counci | as the Alaska Workforce
| nvestnent Board and relating to its nenbership
repealing the termnation date of the state
training and enploynent program relating to
enpl oynent and training activities; and providing
for an effective date.

CS SB 252 (RLS) was SCHEDULED but had not arrived
to the Commttee.

An  Act relating to organization grants for
mergers, consolidations, or unifications involving
third class boroughs.

CS SB 359 (RLS) was SCHEDULED but the House
Majority was still working on the work draft.

An Act relating to nedical services under the
state Medicaid program

SB 364 was HEARD and HELD in Conmmttee for further
consi derati on.

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 247(FIN)

An

Act making and anending appropriations and

reappropriations; making appropriations under art. [|X

SecC.

17(c), Constitution of the State of Al aska, from
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the constitutional budget reserve fund; and providing
for an effective date.

Co-Chair WIlianms explained his intent regarding the capital
budget amendnent process. He asked if there was any public
testi nony. There being no one on line or present in
Committee to testify, public testinony was cl osed.

SB 247 was HELD in Commttee for further consi deration.

#SB180
CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 180(FIN) (efd fld)

An  Act inplenenting pay differentials based on
geographic areas for certain state enployees and for
menbers of the Al aska State Defense Force; relating to
cost-of-1living differentials for state aid to
muni ci palities.

Co-Chair Ml der MOVED to RESCIND previous action taken on
adopti ng Anmendnent #2. There being NO OBJECTION, the action
was resci nded.

Co- Chair Mul der MOVED to W THDRAW Amendnent #2. There being
NO OBJECTI ON, the amendnent was w t hdrawn.

Co- Chair Mul der MOVED to report HCS CS SB 180 (FIN) out of
Committee wth individual recommendations and wth the
acconpanying fiscal notes. There being NO OBJECTION, it was
so ordered.

HCS CS SB 180 (FIN) was reported out of Comnmttee with a “do
pass” recomendation and wth new fiscal notes by the
Department of Adm nistration and the Al aska Court System

#SB206
CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 206(TRA)

An Act relating to registration plates and parKking
permts for persons with disabilities and to illegal
use of parking spaces for persons with disabilities.

JOSH GOVAARS, STAFF, SENATOR DAVE DONLEY, stated that the
commttee substitute for SB 206 (TRA) would help to insure
the availability of priority parking for truly disabled
Al askans and was intended to prevent many of the instances
of abuse that currently exist in our State s disabled
parki ng system The bill would acconplish that by inproving
the issuing process for disabled parking permts and
cracking down on individuals convicted of illegally parking
i n disabled parking areas or convicted of m susing disabled
parking permts.

To provide better access to disabled parking spaces for the
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truly disabled, the State of Wshington toughened its |aws
to conbat w despread abuse of disabled parking placards.
O her states have also tightened up their disabled parking
| aws.

M. Govaars noted that it is often difficult to identify
whet her or not individuals who have parked an autonobile in
a di sabl ed parking space are disabled. Wrking closely with
the Division of Mdtor Vehicles (DW), it has been determ ned
that their conputer system indicates whether an individua

has been issued a disabled parking placard and/or 1|icense
pl at es. The Division was able to make the information
available to troopers and police officers when they perform
a records check on either a license plate or a person’s
identification. That would allow | aw enforcenent officials
to determine if a placard or license plate was being used
fraudul ently.

M. Govaars added that under current |aw, anyone m ght park
in a disabled parking space as long as their vehicle has a

di sabl ed placard or license plate. The | egislation would
clearly define whom “may park” in a parking place reserved
for disabled individuals. A new provision was added

specifying that the person issued a special permt nust be
occupying or operating the vehicle; or that the person
operating the vehicle was doing so for the purpose of
transporting a disabled person and that the disabled person
nmust actually exit or enter the vehicle.

M. Govaars concluded that the |egislation would increase
the penalties for illegally parking in a disable parking
space and for msusing a disabled permt to park in a
di sabl ed parking space. Under existing law, violators are
fined $100 dollars if they are convicted of either of those
of f enses. Under the bill, i ndi viduals convicted of
illegally parking in a disabled parking space would be fined
$125 dollars for the first offense

Representative Croft inquired what the current requirenent
was.

M. CGovaars explained that as statute is now, if there is a
permt in the vehicle, any person has the right to use the
space. The proposed legislation guarantees that only the
person actually issued the permt is able to use the space.
To use it, the person nmust get in and out of the vehicle.

Representative Croft asked what was being corrected.
M. Govaars responded that there have been people caught in

Anchorage with soneone else’s permt in their car, which is
| egal under current statute. The bill would change that.
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Representati ve Hudson asked if the di sabled person had to be
the driver.

M. Govaars responded that in order to use the spot, the
di sabled has to be in the vehicle and nust either enter or
exit the vehicle when it is parked.

Representative Hudson suggested that the legislation could
be “over” restrictive.

Di scussion follow ng between M. Govaars and Representative
Hudson regarding a particular situation with a handi capped
friend of his.

Vice-Chair Bunde noted that the Ilegislation would be
establ i shing a new standard.

Representative Davies asked if consideration had been given
to how many spaces were available at each |ot.

M. GGovaars responded that federal |aw mandates a certain
nunber and size of spaces to be allocated. The persons
owni ng the | ot decide the nunber of spaces.

Representative Davies wunderstood that all the handicap
spaces were open and that the driver could remain in the car
to guarantee that the space remains avail abl e.

M. CGovaars clarified that the |egislation wuld not account
for people borrowing a spot, which would be considered an
i nappropriate use of that spot. The disabled parking spots
are designed for those people that need to have access.

Representati ve Davi es poi nt ed out t hat t here are
circunstances in which no other parking places are avail abl e
outside of those designated. He thought it was reasonable
that as long as there were spaces avail able and there was a
driver in the car, it should be okay to park there.

M. CGovaars did not know how to nmake the legislation "fit"
into that exanple

WLLIAM CRAI G ALASKA | NDEPENANT BLIND, SITKA, spoke in
favor of the bill and urged that it pass from Commttee.

HELEN CRAI G SITKA, testified in support of the |egislation.

Representative Croft referenced Page 4; the phrase used
t hroughout, "is operated by or used for the purpose of
transporting a person with a disability". He noted that the
probl em exi sts that Section 2 adds, “The person who has the
special permt actually exits or enters the vehicle”. He
stated that |anguage shoul d address the concern.
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Representative Croft MOVED to DELETE | anguage on Page 4,
Lines 11 & 12, “and the person who has the special permt
actually exits or enters the vehicle”.

Vi ce-Chair Bunde OBJECTED. He stated that the person
driving does not need the special space. The person wth
the disability would not be inconvenienced if they were not
getting into or exiting the vehicle.

Representative Hudson referred to a personal situation in
which his friend remained in the car but he had parked in a
desi gnated space in order to take care of her pharmacy needs
from that establishnent. He understood that he could have
backed out and parked in another space.

Vice-Chair Bunde reiterated that if the driver is capable,
t hey shoul d not use the designated handi cap spot.

Representative Davies interjected that there are handicap
persons that are nobile that m ght only need assi stance.

Vi ce- Chai r Bunde commented that person would be driving with
handi cap pl ates or a handi cap sticker.

Di scussion foll owed between Vice-Chair Bunde, Representative
Davies and Representative Croft regarding the handicap
pl ates and ticketing potential.

Representative Davies thought that "handicap" should be
clarified.

Vi ce- Chair Bunde pointed out that the | egislation stipulates
that the handicap person nust either enter or exit the
vehicle. The person does not have to do both to avoid the
ticket.

Co- Chair Mul der voiced concern with | anguage witten on Page
4 and the nunber of points charged for a non-noving
vi ol ati on. He stated that he did not object to a fine,
however, the points affect the anpbunt that person pays for
i nsur ance. He reiterated that would be an inappropriate
poi nt char ge. He referenced Lines 22-31, recommending a
conceptual anmendnent which would double the fine and del ete
| anguage regarding the points against the person’s driving
record.

Co- Chair Mul der MOVED to ADOPT that conceptual amendnent.
Representative Foster MOVED to report HCS CS SB 206 (FIN)
out of Conmttee with individual recomendations and wth

t he acconpanying fiscal notes. There being NO OBJECTION, it
was so ordered.
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HCS CS SB 206 (FIN) was reported out of Comnmttee with a “do
pass” recommendation and with zero fiscal notes, #2 by the
Department of Public Safety and #3 by the Departnent of
Adm ni stration.

#SB252
CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 252(RLS)

An Act renamng the Alaska Human Resource |nvestnent
Council as the Al aska Wrkforce Investnent Board and
relating to its nenbership; relating to repaynent on
prom ssory notes for work-related itens paid for by
grant prograns; extending the termnation date of the
state training and enploynment program relating to
enpl oynent and training activities; and providing for
an effective date.

Co-Chair WIllians noted that CS SB 252 (RLS) was SCHEDULED
but had not yet arrived into the House Fi nance Conm ttee.

#SB359
CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 359(RLS)

An Act relating to organization grants for nergers,
consolidations, or wunifications involving third class
boroughs; and relating to identification by the Local
Boundary Conm ssion of areas that neet the standards
for borough incorporation.

Co-Chair WIllianms stated that CS SB 359 (RLS) was SCHEDULED,
however, the House Mjority was working on a comittee
substitute.

#SB364
SENATE BILL NO 364

An Act relating to nedical services under the state
Medi cai d program

GAENDOLYN HALL, STAFF, SENATOR PETE KELLY, noted that a
majority of Al askans agree that it is inappropriate to use
State funds to provide elective abortions. Despite the many
efforts of the Legislature, the State has been unable to
inplenment the will of the people. Al attenpts to bring
Al askan Medicaid funding under federal standards, which
prohi bit funding abortions except for rape, incest and life
of the nother, have been thwarted by the Al aska Suprene
Court.

Ms. Hall stated that the Al aska Admi nistrative Code defines
t herapeutic abortion as:

“The term nation of a pregnancy, certified
by a physician as nedically necessary to
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prevent the death or disability of the woman,
or to aneliorate a condition harnful to
t he woman’ s physi cal or psychol ogical health.”

“Medi cally necessary” has proved to be too broad | anguage,
allowi ng el ective abortions to take cover under the unbrella
of protection. She suggested that any form of enotional
disconfort a wonan may experience from pregnancy could
warrant a “nmedically necessary” termnation. M. Hall noted
that SB 364 would define “nedically necessary”, restricting
Medi cai d funded abortions to those cases that fall under the
Hyde Anendnent gui deli nes.

REPRESENTATI VE FRED DYSON expl ai ned that Senator Kelly has
attenpted to narrow down the definition of what is nmedically
necessary for enotional and psychol ogi cal problens. SB 364
makes a clear provision that the woman nust, in order to
maintain enotional and psychological stability, take a
powerful drug, which would not endanger the child, and
currently is allowed. The bill would “tighten” up that
| anguage.

He pointed out that in 1998, when the Legislature tightened
up the language on “nedical necessity”, the nunber of State
funded abortions dramatically decreased. That court case
was overturned and it now appears that nore abortion cases
are being paid with State doll ars.

Representative Dyson advised that all polls in Alaska
indicate that the public is not interested in using public
noney to fund abortions.

Representative Davies asked the definition of “nedical
necessity” used in the State of M chigan.

Ms. Hall read the list of conplications listed in that
report:

. Shock

. U erine Perforation
. Cervi cal Laceration
. Henor r hage

. Al | ergi ¢ Response

. Deat h

. | nfection

. Ret ai ned Products

. O her conplications

Representative J. Davies pointed out that no psychol ogica
sections had been added.

Ms. Hall acknow edged that was true.
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Representative Whitaker asked for clarification that the

bill would not restrict the Suprenme Court decision Roe
versus Wade and the woman’s right for an abortion. He noted
that the legislation only restricts what the State wll pay
for.

Represent ati ve Dyson agreed.

DR. COLEEN  MURPHY, (TESTIFIED VIA  TELECONFERENCE),
PHYSI Cl AN, ANCHORAGE, testified 1in opposition to the
proposed bill stating that it is inportant that Al aska not
conpare itself to M chigan. The Al aska State Constitution
has a greater right to privacy than Mchigan State one does.

Dr. Miurphy stated that previous testinony indicates how | ay
peopl e confuse indications for inconplete abortions. There
is a difference between evacuating a uterus for a uterine

preparation and an inconplete product of conception. It is
inportant to understand those distinctions. At present
tinme, legislators are attenpting to provide what they

determne a “clear” provision of what constitutes “nedical
necessity” for term nation of a pregnancy.

Dr. Murphy noted that she is a practicing nedical doctor,
who currently provides reproductive health services to wonen

in need. The |anguage of the bill is not clear. She
coomented that the  bill attenpts to neddle in the
relationship between a doctor and their patient, a

relati onship which should remain private.

Dr. Murphy explained that when she talks with wonen about
their pregnancies, she requests an infornmed consent about
t hat pregnancy. Each woman signs certain conditions that
are acceptabl e.

Dr. Mur phy  provided hypotheti cal pregnancy situations
questioning if they were considered appropriate for

consi deration of “medical necessity”. She acknow edged t hat
she personally could not make that determnation for any
woman and that ultimately that nust be their choice. It

shoul d be a very private di scussion.

Dr. Mirphy voiced concern that when a woman is depressed
that they should be nedicated during their pregnancy. She
rem nded nenbers of the Conmttee that Andrea Yates
experienced nultiple signs of depression throughout her
pregnancy preceding the murder all her children. She warned
menbers that the patient’s doctor should nmake the ultimate
choi ce regardi ng nedi cati on.

Dr. Mirphy stressed that pregnancies, where the woman wants

a termnation, are high-risk pregnancies. Ri ght now the
State Medicaid program costs $450 dollars for a State
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term nation of pregnancy. If those pregnancies go on to
full term basically, the State would be paying out $75
dollars for every prenatal visit and $1500 dollars for the
delivery services. She enphasized that if the State wants
to save noney, give wonen what they want and do not judge
them for their choice. She reiterated that wonen shoul d be
able to decide for thensel ves.

TAPE HFC 02 - 109, Side B

Representative Croft asked if defects of the fetus would fit
into the definition.

Dr. Mirphy advised that sone of the highest risk nedical
conditions for wonmen are associated wth a 50% nortality

rate. She addressed primary pulnonary hypertension
conditions associated with up to a 50% nortality rate. She
pointed out that nothing is 100% guarant eed. Doctors can

access good pictures of what the fetus |ooks |like but the
ulti mate outconme cannot be determ ned until birth.

Dr. Murphy comented that the |egislation gives doctors too
much credit about their ability to predict outcones. She
stressed, wultimately the decision is a private choice
whet her a woman wants to continue a preghancy associated
with long term disabilities. Those costs are wusually
shifted fromthe famly to the State.

Dr. Mirphy discussed the nunber of uninsured people that
live in the State of Alaska. Many of those uninsured people
qualify for the State Medicaid Program for their pregnancy

care. She added that she was disturbed that there is a
partial solution for sone of the unwanted pregnancies, the
prescription equity bill. She stated that bill should have

been addressed with the legislation before the Commttee.
There are wonen that do not receive contraception options
through their current insurance provider. She noted that
contracepti on works and prevents uni ntended pregnancies.

Dr. Mirphy nentioned that the rate of termnation of
pregnancies in Alaska is l|lower than nobst other states.
There are trenendous access issues conpared to other states.
The nost recent statistic in Alaska is that 16% of
pregnancies result in termnation as conpared to 34% in all
other states. The epidemc in this State is uninsured wonen
seeki ng reproductive health.

Vi ce-Chair Bunde commented that nedicine is nore of an art
than it is a science. He clainmed there is a “public policy
i ssue” regarding wonen that use abortion for birth control.
He questioned how often that occurs.
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Dr. Miurphy replied that there is national data regarding
that concern with 50% of wonen wusing a contraceptive
technique and 50% not wusing a contraceptive. Despite
efforts to have reliable contraceptive devices, there wll
continue to be contraceptive failures. One out of two wonen
that come in for a termnation of pregnancy have used
contracepti ves. The other 50% of wonen, who did not use
contraceptives, have an opportunity to prevent the pregnancy
by using “Enmergency Contraception”. Most wonen are very
responsi bl e. She challenged that the Commttee provide a
conpanion bill, which | egislates the sexual behavior of nen.

Vi ce-Chair Bunde asked if out of 100 perfornmed abortions,
woul d 25 of those result from accidents using birth control.

Dr. Murphy spoke to the elective abortion. Invariably every
woman contenplates the risk factors involved wth her
pr egnhancy. There is nothing elective about those risks.

Abortion is not a procedure that nost wonen want to under
go. They would prefer to avoid it.

DR. JOHN M DDAUGH, ( TESTI FI ED VI A TELECONFERENCE)
EPI DEM OLOGY  SECTI QN, DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SOCI AL
SERVI CES, spoke in opposition to SB 364.

Dr. Mddaugh explained that the legislation has | anguage
problems with regard to the physician and patient
rel ati onship. The absence of a fair understanding and the
meaning of the |anguage, physicians would have great
problens neeting the certification required by the
| egi sl ati on. The ternms “serious, adver se, physi cal
conditions” could seriously aggravate the physical health.
That | anguage would need to be interpreted to enforce the
statute.

The | anguage al so has problens in the areas of psychol ogi cal
illness that require nedication. He pointed out that there
are nmany serious psychological illnesses that are not
treated by nedication. Because of the wording, wonen who
have a serious nental problem would not be eligible for
funding. Dr. M ddaugh proposed to delete "would" and insert
"could" or “mght”. Rarely, if ever, can physicians nmake a
prediction to 100% accuracy. By requiring a standard of
"would", inplies a certainty that al nost could never be net.

Dr. M ddaugh pointed out that the bill omts coverage in al

i nstances in which a pregnant wonan bearing an infant with
horri bl e congenital malformations, even if they are known to
be inconpatible with the nother’s life.

Dr. Mddaugh reiterated that there is no epidemc of
abortions in Al aska. He pointed out that Al aska ranks #33
of all the states for the nunber of average abortions. The
State’s policy does not pay for elective procedures.
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In summary, Dr. M ddaugh urged that the bill not be passed
and offered to answer questions of the Conmttee.

Vi ce-Chair Bunde asked if the statistic for Alaska s rate
was based on per capita or total nunbers perforned.

Dr. Mddaugh replied that the rate was based on the nunber
of abortions for 1000 wonen between the ages of 15-44 years.
In 1997, the national rate was 22 wonen per thousand and in
Al aska that rate was 12 per thousand.

Vice-Chair Bunde inquired the difference in conparison
bet ween M chi gan and Al aska.

Dr. M ddaugh responded that the nunbers quoted for M chigan
were based on Mchigan State law that was restrictive and
enabling paynent only for saving the life of a woman. He
advised that l|law has been held unconstitutional. Usi ng
those figures today woul d be inaccurate.

Representati ve Hudson asked about Dr. M ddaugh’ s
reconmmendation on Page 2 replacing “would” with “could” or
Hm ght 11.

Dr. M ddaugh advised that "woul d" inplies that you know t hat
sonething is going to happen wth 100% certainty; however,
medicine is always about probability. The physicians can
only informpatients of probable outcones.

Vice-Chair Bunde asked if it would be nedically nore
accurate to say “would nore likely”.

Dr. M ddaugh recommended using "could" or "mght". Usi ng
“would nmore |likely” would elimnate the eligibility of wonen
who should have a therapeutic and indicative procedure.
Those wonen woul d fall outside that category.

Vice-Chair Bunde comented that “could” was far too
perm ssive and agreed that “would” allows little. He
inquired if there was any m ddl e ground.

Dr. M ddaugh poi nt ed out t hat for t hree years,
Representative Rokeberg attenpted to define “nedical
necessity” in the patient’s bill of rights and in those

efforts, he was unable to do so. All the efforts lead to
additional problenms and basically do not take into account
the wunique circunstances and problens that happen in the
practice of nedicine. Dr. Mddaugh reiterated that there
are not a | arge nunber of abortions occurring in Al aska, and
that in fact there is a high bar related to limting
procedures to those that are nedically needed. He noted
that information should only be decided between a physician
and a patient.

House Fi nance Committee 12 05/ 11/ 02 5:50 PM



W LLI AM CRAI G ALASKA | NDEPENDENT BLIND, SITKA, spoke in
support of the legislation. He commented on various
i ndividuals that have had devel opnental disabilities that
went on to becone inportant people in society.

HELEN CRAIG SITKA, comented that sexual abuse and rape
woul d be reasons for a woman to be able to have an abortion.
She admitted that babies are priceless and the ultimtely
the decision should be left to the woman and her higher
power and the doctor. Ms. Craig stated that the decision
cones down to noral choices.

CH P WAGONER, ALASKA CATHOLI C CONFERENCE, JUNEAU, stated
that there is nothing in the bill that interferes between
the doctor and the  patient’s rel ati onshi p. The
comuni cati on between the physician and the patient wll
continue just as before, and the decisions nade between the
doctor and the patient will continue just as before. The
only difference is that if the bill passes, State Medicaid
funds would no longer be used to pay for the abortion
procedure.

M. Wagoner continued, the reason that the statute is needed
is because there is no other nedical procedure paid for by
Medicaid funds for purely elective reasons. He stressed
that the issue was the paynent.

He added that an additional issue is the |anguage of "woul d"

verses "could". Using "would" nodifies the word “aggregate”
and woul d be dangerous. To change “would” to “could” would
basically gut the bill because everything “could” be an
opportunity. He enphasized that if “would” was not used in
the bill, there would be no reason for the |egislation.
There is an additional safeguard in the bill. It was
i npossible to wite the bill to take into consideration

every circunstances; that is why there are regulations and
that is why the bill authorizes the Departnent of Health &
Social Services to adopt regulations. He recommended t hat
the Departnment should have a review process to determ ne
nedi cal | y necessary cases.

M. Wagoner spoke to the “unconplicated” |egal abortions,

which were perforned that were unnecessary. He addressed
t he unwant ed pregnancies. D agnosis codes should be closely
scrutini zed. State funds should be used outside of the

State determ ned necessity and that Medicaid funds shoul d
not be used for those abortions. M. Wagoner noted that the
Al aska Cat holic Conference strongly supports the bill

NANCY VELLER, DIVISION OF MEDI CAL ASSI STANCE, DEPARTMENT OF

HEALTH AND SOCI AL SERVI CES, offered to answer questions of
the Commttee regarding the bill. M. Wller distributed a
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handout: “Conplications of Pregnancy, Childbirth, and the
Puerperiunt. (Copy on File).

She stated that the list of diagnostic codes for abortion
procedures are very specific and do not correlate to those
suggested by previous testinony. The diagnosis codes used,
determne if there are conplications to the wonan and/or the
baby. Ms. Weller offered to answer questions of the
Comm ttee.

Vi ce-Chair Bunde asked about the code, which addresses the
psychol ogi cal problens of the nother.

Ms. Weller replied that the codes do not indicate why the
abortion is perfornmed, but rather indicate what type of
abortion it is such as a spontaneous abortion or
m scarri age.

Representative Croft asked if “conplicated” neant that the
nmedi cal procedure was conplicated by sonme other thing and
not a justification of why it needed to be done.

Ms. Weller agreed that was correct.

Representative Hudson referenced the court case definition
previously referenced and asked if the |anguage “nedically
necessary” was essential.

Ms. Weller explained that the Division was following the
court order under the |anguage that the Court put forth.
She noted that she could not judge fromthe fiscal note what
physi cians mght do in reaction to the court order. She did
not know how the current regul ati ons were being interpreted.

SB 364 was HELD in Commttee for further consi deration.
#

ADJ QURNVENT

The neeting was adjourned at 7:17 P. M
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