HOUSE FI NANCE COWM TTEE
April 28, 2001
4:58 P. M
TAPE HFC 01 — 106, Side A

CALL TO ORDER

Co-Chair WIllianms called the House Finance Commttee neeting
to order at 4:58 P. M

VEMBERS PRESENT

Representative Bill WIlIlianms, Co-Chair
Representative El don Miul der, Co-Chair
Representative Con Bunde, Vice-Chair
Representative Eric Croft
Representati ve John Davi es
Representative Ri chard Foster
Representative Carl Mses
Representative John Harris
Representative Bill Hudson
Represent ati ve Ken Lancaster
Representative Ji m Wit aker

VEMBERS ABSENT

None
ALSO PRESENT

Representati ve Gary St evens; Dal e Ander son, Staff,
Representative Miulder; Kevin Jardell, Staff, Representative
Green; Mchael Conway, Division of Ar and Water Quality,
Departnent of Environnental Conservation.

SUMVARY

HB 37 An Act relating to reinbursenent of certain
student loans; and providing for an effective
dat e.
HB 37 was HEARD and HELD in Committee for further
consi derati on.

HB 43 An Act relating to reinbursenment of certain
student loans; and providing for an effective
dat e.

CS HB 43 (FIN) was reported out of Conmttee with
a “do pass” recomendation and with a fiscal note
by the Alaska Comm ssion on Postsecondary
Educati on dated 2/16/01.
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HB 260 An Act requiring the owners or operators of
certain passenger vessels operating in the marine
waters of the state to register the vessels;
est abl i shing i nf or mati on-gat heri ng, record
keeping, and reporting requirenments relating to
the vessels' gray water and sewage; prohibiting
t he di scharge of untreated sewage fromthe vessels
unl ess exenpted; placing limts on discharges of
treated sewage and gray water from the vessels
unl ess exenpt ed; est abl i shing a comerci al
passenger vessel coast al protection fund;
establishing a fee on commercial passenger
vessels, that are not exenpt from the fee, for
each voyage during which the vessels operate in
the marine waters of the state based on the
overni ght accommodation capacity of the vessels
determined with reference to the nunber of | ower
berths; establishing penalties for failure to
conply with certain laws relating to the vessels;
authorizing the Departnent of Envi r onnent al
Conservation to encourage and recogni ze superior
envi ronment al protection efforts related to
conmmer ci al passenger vessel s; aut hori zi ng
exenptions from sone |laws relating to discharges
from the vessels and from the fee requirenents
related to the vessels; requiring a report from
the Departnent of Envi ronnment al Conservati on
concerning matters relating to the vessels; and
providing for an effective date.

CSHB 260 (FIN) was reported out of Conmttee with
a "do pass" recomendation and with a fiscal note
by Departnent of Environnmental Conservation

#HB43
HOUSE BI LL NO. 43

An Act relating to reinbursenent of certain student
| oans; and providing for an effective date.

Co-Chair Mulder MOWED to report CS HB 43 (HES) out of
Committee wth individual recommendations and wth the
acconpanying fiscal note. There being NO OBJECTION, it was
so ordered.

Co-Chair Miulder MOVED to RESCIND action taken on CS HB 43
(HES) . There being NO OBJECTION, previous action was
resci nded. Co-Chair Ml der observed that the Conmttee had
been provided with a proposed commttee substitute, work
draft, 22-LS0225\P, Ford, 2/13/01. [Copy on File].

KEVI N JARDELL, STAFF, REPRESENTATIVE CREEN, explained the

commttee substitute. He noted that the HESS Commttee had
expanded the | anguage to include counselors, librarians and
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private schools. The sponsor requested that |anguage be
nar r owed.

Co-Chair Mul der MOVED to ADOPT the work draft as the version
before the Commttee. There being NO OBJECTION, it was so
order ed.

Co-Chair Mulder MOWED to report CS HB 43 (FIN) out of
Committee wth individual recommendations and wth the
acconpanying fiscal note. There being NO OBJECTION, it was
so ordered.

CS HB 43 (FIN was reported out of Committee with a “do
pass” recomendation and with a fiscal note by the Al aska
Comm ssi on on Postsecondary Education dated 2/16/01.

#HB37
HOUSE BI LL NO. 37

An Act relating to reinbursenent of certain student
| oans; and providing for an effective date.

REPRESENTATI VE GARY STEVENS spoke in support of the
| egi sl ati on. He noted that the bill would allow the State
to reinburse a borrower who has received an undergraduate
degree from a college or university and was enployed at a
public elenentary or secondary school within the State as a
teacher and had conplied with AS 14.43.120. The anmount to
be reinbursed would be the portion of paynents nmade by the
borrower for a | oan nmade under AS 14.43.110 and equal to the
follow ng percentages of the total I|oan received plus
interest, for up to a total of 50% of the total |oan plus
i nterest:

. One year enploynent, 10 percent;

. Two year enploynent, an additional 10 percent;

. Three years enploynent, an additional 10 percent;
. Four years enploynent, an additional 10 percent;
. Five years enpl oynent, an additional 10 percent.

Representative Stevens noted that the | oan anount reinbursed
to the borrower nmay not exceed the |oan anobunt paid by the
borrower to the State.

He discussed that school districts throughout the State,
primarily in the rural school system are experiencing great
difficulties recruiting teachers. Currently, the Teacher
Schol arship Loan program is available to rural Al aska high
school graduates who declare an interest in teaching in
rural Alaska and are nomnated by their school districts.
HB 37 would allow students of any academc discipline to
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receive reinbursenent of their Alaska student |oan upon
neeting the criteria of the bill

Representative Stevens added that he was “shocked” at the
size that the fiscal note had grown too. He pointed out
that the original fiscal note did not include Anchorage or
Fai r banks.

HB 37 was HELD in Committee for further consideration.

#HB260
HOUSE BILL NO._ 260

An Act requiring the owners or operators of certain
passenger vessels operating in the marine waters of the
state to regi ster t he vessel s; est abl i shing
i nformation-gathering, record keeping, and reporting
requirenents relating to the vessels' gray water and
sewage; prohibiting the discharge of untreated sewage
from the vessels unless exenpted; placing limts on
di scharges of treated sewage and gray water from the
vessels unless exenpted; establishing a commercial
passenger vessel coastal protection fund; establishing
a fee on commercial passenger vessels, that are not
exenpt from the fee, for each voyage during which the
vessel s operate in the marine waters of the state based
on the overni ght accommobdati on capacity of the vessels
determined with reference to the nunber of |ower
berths; establishing penalties for failure to conply
with certain laws relating to the vessels; authorizing
the Departnent of Envi ronnment al Conservation to
encour age and recogni ze superi or envi ronnent al
protection efforts related to commercial passenger
vessel s; authorizing exenptions fromsone |laws rel ating
to discharges from the vessels and from the fee
requirenents related to the vessels; requiring a report
from the Departnment of Environnental Conservati on
concerning matters relating to the vessels; and
providing for an effective date.

Co-Chair Ml der provided Commttee nenbers with Amendnents
#21 - #25. [Copies on File].

DALE ANDERSON, STAFF, REPRESENTATIVE MJLDER, expl ai ned
Amendnent #21 which would add the |anguage, “AS 46.03. 488,
or other applicable |law or regulation” to Page 4, Line 6.

Co- Chair Miul der MOVED to ADOPT Anendnent #21. There being
NO OBJECTION, it was adopted.

M. Anderson explained Amendnent #22 on Page 5, Lines 1-4,

deleting all the material and inserting, “Sec. 46.03.465.
Logbook and sanpling requirenents, etc.”.
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Co- Chair Mil der MOVED to ADOPT Anendnent #22. There being
NO OBJECTION, it was adopted.

M. Anderson explained Anendnent #23 to Page 5, Line 30,
adding the I|anguage “information gathering, gathered the
type of information required under (a), [OR (b), or (c) of
this section,.” He noted that the anmendnent woul d bring the
i nformati on gathered through testing in subsection (c) under
the sanme “let’s not duplicate other efforts” provision in
subsection (d).

Co- Chair Mil der MOVED to ADOPT Anendnent #23. There being
NO OBJECTI ON, the anmendnent was adopt ed.

M. Anderson explained Amendnent #24, which would address
reports that the cruise ship lines would have to follow
outlining discharging of hazardous wastes or hazardous
subst ances.

Co-Chair Milder interjected that the reports would have to
be filed within 21 days.

Co- Chair Mul der MOVED to ADOPT Anmendnent #24, which he noted
would provide a significant change. There being NO
OBJECTI QN, the anendnent was adopt ed.

M. Anderson explained Anmendnent #25 which would add
| anguage to Page 8, Lines 13-16, “© The | egislature my nake
appropriations from the fund to the departnent to pay for
the departnment’s operational and admnistrative costs
necessary to carry out activities wunder AS 46.03.460-
46. 03. 490, the assessnment report required of departnent and
activities under depart nent regul ations est abl i shing
standards for marine vessel visible em ssions adopted under
AS 46.14.”

M. Anderson noted that the anmendnent would allow the
Legislature to mneke appropriations from the Alaska
Comrerci al Passenger Vessel Coastal Protection Fund to the
Department in order to cover the costs of preparing the
assessnent report. O herw se, the Departnent would have no
identified funding source for the assessnent work.

In response to coments nmade by Co-Chair WIIlianms, Co-Chair
Mul der advised that the followng |anguage would be
i nserted: "assessnent report required of departnent, and
activities".

Co- Chair Miul der MOVED to ADOPT Anendnent #25. There being
NO OBJECTI ON, the anmendnent was adopt ed.

M CHAEL CONVAY, DVISSON OF AIR AND WATER QUALITY,

DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONVENTAL CONSERVATI ON, agreed that the
| egislation had been inproved with the addition of the
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anmendnent s. He added that HB 260 “falls short” of the bil
proposed by the Governor.

Representati ve Hudson MOVED to report CS HB 260 (FIN) out of
Committee wth individual recommendations and wth the
acconpanying fiscal note. There being NO OBJECTION, it was
so ordered.

CSHB 260 (FIN) was reported out of Committee with a "do
pass" recomrendation and with a fiscal note by Departnent of
Envi ronment al Conservati on

#

ADJ QURNVENT

The neeting was adjourned at 5:25 P. M
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