HOUSE FI NANCE COWM TTEE
April 28, 2001
9:10 A M

TAPE HFC 01 — 104, Side A
TAPE HFC 01 - 104, Side B
TAPE HFC 01 - 105, Side A

CALL TO ORDER

Co-Chair WIllianms called the House Finance Commttee neeting
to order at 9:10 A M

VEMBERS PRESENT

Representative Bill WIlIlianms, Co-Chair
Representati ve El don Miul der, Co-Chair
Representati ve Con Bunde, Vice-Chair
Representative Eric Croft
Represent ati ve John Davi es
Representative Carl Mses
Representative Ri chard Foster
Representative John Harris
Representative Bill Hudson
Represent ati ve Ken Lancaster
Representative Ji m Wit aker

ALSO PRESENT

Represent ati ve Nor man Rokeberg; Representative Gary Stevens;
Representative Beth Kerttula; Representative Joe Geen;
Janet Seitz, Staff, Representative Norman Rokeberg; El ner
Li ndstrom Special Assistant to the Comm ssioner, Departnent
of Health and Social Services; Larry LaBolle, Staff,

Representative Richard Foster; Guy Bell, Director, Division

of Retirenment and Benefits, Departnent of Adm nistration;

Mel ani e Lesh, Staff, Representative Bill Hudson

SUMVARY

HB 4 An Act relating to offenses involving operating a
notor vehicle, aircraft, or watercraft while under
the influence of an alcoholic beverage or

controlled substance; relating to inplied consent
to take a chemcal test; relating to registration
of not or  vehi cl es; relating to presunptions
arising from the anount of alcohol in a person's
breath or blood; and providing for an effective
dat e.

CS HB 4 (FIN was reported out of Commttee with
"individual” recomendati ons and with fiscal notes
#5, #6, #11, and #12 by the Departnment of Health &
Soci al Services and #16 by the Al aska Court System
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#HB37
HB 37

HB 43

HB 53

HB 198

HB 239

HB 260

and new fiscal notes by the Departnent of Public
Safety, the Departnent of Law, the Departnent of
Corrections and two new notes by the Departnent of
Adm ni stration.

An Act relating to reinbursenent of certain
student loans; and providing for an effective
dat e.

HB 37 was POSTPONDED for hearing at a latter date.

An Act relating to reinbursenent of certain
student loans; and providing for an effective
dat e.

HB 43 was HELD and HELD in Commttee for further
consi derati on.

An Act establishing the Al aska Seismc Hazards
Saf ety Comm ssi on.

HB 53 was reported out of Commttee wth a “do
pass” recommendation and wth a fiscal note #1 by
Departnent of Natural Resources dated 3/30/01

An Act relating to a post-retirenent pension
adj ust nent and cost-of-living allowance for
persons receiving benefits wunder the Elected
Public Oficers Retirenent System and increasing
t he conpensation of the governor.

CS HB 198 (FIN) was reported out of Commttee with
"individual" recomendations and with a fiscal
note by Departnent of Admnistration #1 dated
4/ 16/ 01 and a zero fiscal note #2 by the Ofice of
t he Governor dated 4/16/01

An Act establishing a pilot programfor a regional
| earni ng center.

HB 239 was reported out of Conmttee wth a "do
pass" recomendation and with a fiscal note by
Department of Education & Early Devel opnent #1
dated 4/25/01

An Act requiring the owners or operators of
certain passenger vessels operating in the marine
waters of the state to register the vessels;
est abl i shing i nf or mati on- gat heri ng, record
keeping, and reporting requirenments relating to
the vessels' graywater and sewage; prohibiting the
di scharge of wuntreated sewage from the vessels
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unl ess exenpted; placing limts on discharges of
treated sewage and graywater from the vessels
unl ess exenpt ed; est abl i shing a comerci al
passenger vessel coast al protection fund;
establishing a fee on commercial passenger
vessels, that are not exenpt from the fee, for
each voyage during which the vessels operate in
the marine waters of the state based on the
overni ght accommodation capacity of the vessels
determined with reference to the nunber of | ower
berths; establishing penalties for failure to
conply with certain laws relating to the vessels;
authorizing the Departnent of Envi r onnent al
Conservation to encourage and recogni ze superior
envi ronment al protection efforts related to
conmmer ci al passenger vessel s; aut hori zi ng
exenptions from sone laws relating to discharges
from the vessels and from the fee requirenents
related to the vessels; requiring a report from
the Departnent of Envi ronnment al Conservati on
concerning matters relating to the vessels; and
providing for an effective date.

HB 260 was HEARD and HELD in Committee for further
consi derati on.

#HB260
HOUSE BILL NO._ 260

An Act requiring the owners or operators of certain
passenger vessels operating in the marine waters of the
state to regi ster t he vessel s; est abl i shing
i nformation-gathering, record keeping, and reporting
requirenents relating to the vessels' graywater and
sewage; prohibiting the discharge of untreated sewage
from the vessels unless exenpted; placing limts on
di scharges of treated sewage and graywater from the
vessels unless exenpted; establishing a commercial
passenger vessel coastal protection fund; establishing
a fee on commercial passenger vessels, that are not
exenpt from the fee, for each voyage during which the
vessel s operate in the marine waters of the state based
on the overni ght accommobdati on capacity of the vessels
determined with reference to the nunber of |ower
berths; establishing penalties for failure to conply
with certain laws relating to the vessels; authorizing
the Departnent of Envi ronnent al Conservation to
encour age and recogni ze superi or envi ronnent al
protection efforts related to commercial passenger
vessel s; authorizing exenptions fromsone |aws rel ating
to discharges from the vessels and from the fee
requirenents related to the vessels; requiring a report
from the Departnment of Environnental Conservati on
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concerning matters relating to the vessels; and
providing for an effective date.

Co-Chair Ml der pointed out that one anendnent had been
incorrectly referenced during the previous neeting.

Co- Chair Mul der MOVED to RESCI ND action taken on adoption of
Amendnent #6. [ Copy on File]. There being NO OBJECTI ON,
the action was rescinded.

Co-Chair Miul der MOVED to ADOPT the New Anmendnent #6 which
references AS 09. 25. 450. [ Copy on File]. There being NO
OBJECTI QN, the anendnent was adopt ed.

HB 260 was HELD in Commttee for further consideration.

#HB4
HOUSE BILL NO. 4

An Act relating to offenses involving operating a notor
vehicle, aircraft, or watercraft while wunder the
influence of an alcoholic beverage or <controlled
substance; relating to inplied consent to take a
chemcal test; relating to registration of notor
vehicles; relating to presunptions arising from the
anmount of alcohol in a person's breath or blood; and
providing for an effective date.

REPRESENTATI VE NORVMAN RCOKEBERG comment ed t hat Al aska has one
of the toughest drunk driving laws in the United States, but
many of drunk drivers are not getting the nessage. The
proposed |egislation would create the toughest set of
driving under the influence laws in the country.

He added that poor judgnent and chem cal dependency are the
primary causes of habitual drinking and driving. Those
people kill, injure and mai m Al askans causing untold grief,
pain and suffering and econom c | oss. Esti mat es show t hat
the average 1998 alcohol-related fatality in Alaska cost
$5.1 mllion dollars, while the average 1998 injured
survivor experienced approximated $126,000 in costs. He
noted that those figures had been nade available from the
Publ ic Services Research Institute and were produced under a
Nat i onal Hi ghway Traffic Safety Adm nistration partners with

the Progress Cooperative Agreenent. The figures are for
Al aska.
Representati ve Rokeberg added that the legislation would
increase fines and jail time. The bill would:
. Lower the blood alcohol content limt from
.10 to .08;
. Mandate treatnment for prisoners;
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. Delete the five-year |ook-back provision
whi | e phasing a ten-year | ook-back;

. Require immbilization or forfeiture of the
vehicl e on the second of f ense;

. Forfeiture on third and subsequent offenses;

. Require seizure of license plates;

. Increase fees, fines, and cost caps in

vari ous areas Qf the law to enhance revenue
to of fset associ ated costs.

Representati ve Rokeberg stated that HB 4 contains both the
“stick” (punitive revision of law) in the House Mijority's
al cohol package and the “carrot” (flexibility for the
judicial systemto in giving out sentences and fines). The

bi |l has several enhancenents for the treatnent of
of fenders. Enactnent of the |egislation wuld send a strong
and clear nessage to “Not Drink and Drive”. He noted that

the fiscal inpact was significant and urged support of the
| egi sl ati on.

Representative Davies noted that Section 8 would change

“intoxicated” to “under the influence of”. He voiced
concern that | anguage could create a “loop-hole”.
Representati ve Rokeberg explained that consideration had
been made in the House Judiciary Committee. He believed

that the change was appropriate. He acknow edged that the
net had been expanded.

Representative Croft asked where the definition of
intoxi cated had previously been | ocated. Representati ve
Rokeberg replied that it was placed in Section 28, Page 16.

Representative Davies stated that he wuld be nore
confortable with a definitional clause being included which
would identify “those things”. He reiterated his concern
with creating a specific list.

JANET SEI TZ, STAFF, REPRESENTATI VE NORVMAN ROKEBERG poi nt ed
out that under the current statute, a person would conmt a
crime listed in current law under AS 28.35.03(a): “Wile
intoxicated if they are operating while under the influence
of intoxicating liquor or any controlled substance”. The
expanded | anguage woul d extend it to “under the influence of
an al coholic beverage, inhalant or controlled substance” and
| owering the al cohol level to .O08.

Vi ce- Chai r Bunde questioned that in expanding the definition
of “driving while under the influence”, would any person
then, using any alcohol at all, be qguilty. Representati ve
Rokeberg replied that the bill establishes the bl ood al cohol
content baseline. Vice-Chair Bunde voiced concern that even
a tablespoon of alcohol would enter the blood stream
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Representati ve Rokeberg explained that it was a matter of
semanti cs. Vice-Chair Bunde discussed that even a
responsible drinker could be “under the influence”.
Represent ati ve Rokeberg stated that there would have to be a
certain |l evel present for that indication.

Vi ce- Chair Bunde questioned if there would be an increase of
arrest when the blood alcohol anount was changed.
Representati ve Rokeberg responded that there could be as
much as a 10% i ncrease. He added that the standards for
apprehensi on woul d be provided and that there would need to
be “probabl e cause” for the pull over. He believed that the
nunber of arrests would be lower than projected by the
Department and recomrended that the Conmttee adopt the
fiscal note which reflects only a 5% i ncrease.

Vi ce-Chair Bunde agreed that the public is concerned about
the serious crinmes associated with drunk driving. If there
was an increase in drunk driving arrests, that would result
from action taken by the Legislature. Representati ve
Rokeberg pointed out that the bill would have substanti al
inpact to current |aw Representati ve Rokeberg reiterated
the reasons for sponsoring the proposed |egislation. He
argued that the bar was not being | owered. Vice-Chair Bunde
responded that the net was being w dened, and stressed that
woul d not inpact behavior.

Representative Croft asked the |ocation of the inpairnment
statute. Ms. Seitz replied that it was housed in Section
49, Page 31

Representative Croft questioned the chemcal |levels for
control |l ed substances. He asked if case |aw had been well
defi ned. Represent ati ve Rokeberg commented that there are
occasi onal cases in current statute.

Vi ce-Chair Bunde referenced the penalty phase. He asked
about “probabl e cause” and i npoundi ng of the vehicle at that
tinme. Representati ve Rokeberg replied that there would be
no forfeiture until after the court hearing. For the public
safety, there would be an imediate vehicle inpoundnent.

The bill provides for a seizure of the license plate.
Wthin seven days, there would have to be an adm nistrative
heari ng. He pointed out that forfeiture was at the

di scretion of the third offense.

Vi ce-Chair Bunde questioned if forfeiture would expand to
all notorized vehicles. Representati ve Rokeberg replied
that the Dbill would include all vehi cl es including
wat ercraft and airpl anes.

Vi ce-Chair Bunde stated that he supported taking the |icense

plates from the cars. He maintained that it would be
difficult to know if a person was driving without a |icense,
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however, it is nore visibly obvious if they are driving
w thout a license plate. He questioned the interim step
before conviction. Representati ve Rokeberg responded t hat
testinony had not been received regarding that issue yet.

Representative Lancaster asked if controlled substance woul d
i nclude prescription drugs or nedication. Representati ve
Rokeberg replied that it would not unless it was statutorily
| isted. He added that if a person was inpaired while
driving because being under the influence of any drug, would
be determned by the police officer. Representati ve
Lancaster discussed that under current |aw, the person would
have had to commt a crine before they were charged.

Represent ati ve Rokeberg suggested that the Conmttee adopt a
| oner fiscal note.

Vi ce-Chair Bunde MOVED to ADOPT Anendnent #1. [ Copy on
File]. Co-Chair WIIlianms OBJECTED for discussion purposes.

Representati ve Rokeberg explained that the anmendnment would
change the fiscal notes. Representati ve Witaker asked if
there was data available to back up the fact that the change
woul d be a fair reflection of the true costs.
Represent ati ve Rokeberg responded that the anmendnent would
only be a reduction to the fiscal notes.

Representative Davies voiced concern wth naking that
change. He advised that the information from which the
change was based was a sinplistic assunption. He pointed
out that other states have indicated that there have been
substantial increases in arrests and fatalities. He
recommended that the Commttee hear testinony from each of
the departnents affected by the change. Representati ve
Rokeberg responded that his office had | ooked into the crine
t horoughly, advising that it would be difficult to |look into
a one to one conparison. He referenced the enclosed fiscal
changes to the bill

Representative Davies acknowl edged that the change would
signal a nessage regarding drunk driving behavior to the
public. Also, he pointed out that this is the House Fi nance
Commttee and that it is the place where the fiscal inpacts
shoul d be thoroughly discussed and det erm ned.

Representative Croft echoed Representative J. Davi es’
concern regarding departnental testinony on the fiscal
notes. He asked, under the higher standards, what would the
proposed changes be. He noted that there would be nore
tests in lowering the standards. Representative Croft
stressed that if the Legislature is proposing the change
t he fundi ng nust acconpany inplenenting it.
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Vi ce-Chair Bunde suggested that the departnents would do
what needs to be done if the legislation is made into |aw.
He added that the note would not keep the changes in |aw
fromgoing into effect. He added, then that the departnent
coul d request suppl enental funding.

ELMER LINDSTROM SPECI AL ASSI STANT TO THE COW SSI ONER,
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SCCI AL SERVI CES, nade conments to
the fiscal note. He stressed that it was inperative to
consider the Meno dated March 21, 2001, from the Departnent
to Representative Rokeberg regarding treatnment for the
proposed concerns. He stressed the wait |isted associated
W th treatnent. He noted that no one on the Conmmttee
shoul d assunme that any given person convicted of a Drinking
VWhile Intoxicated (DW) charge, mght be able to participate
intreatnent, as it may not be available. There are waiting
lists throughout the State for outpatient treatnent and
those waiting lists greatly understate the real demand for
treat nent. He stressed that the Departnent’s fiscal note
nunber was conservati ve.

TAPE HFC 01 - 104, Side B

M. Lindstrom stressed that Departnent of Health and Soci al
Services is seriously struggling with the issue of drug and
al cohol funding at this tine. He warned that if HB 4 nobves
forward, the fiscal note, which has been submtted nust
acconpany it.

Recess: 9:55 A M

Reconvene: 10:55 A M

Representati ve Rokeberg indicated that he would work wth
the departnents in order to refine the fiscal concerns.

Vice-Chair Bunde MOWED to W THDRAW Anendnent #1. Ther e
bei ng NO OBJECTIQN, it was w t hdrawn.

Representative Harris MOVED to adopt Anendnent #2, Page 1,
Lines 1-9. There being NO OBJECTION, it was adopted.

Representative Hudson MOVED to report CS HB 4 (FIN) out of
Committee wth individual recommendations and wth the
acconpanying fiscal notes. There being NO OBJECTION, it was
so ordered.

CS HB 4 (FINN was reported out of Conmttee wth a
"individual" recommendations and with fiscal notes #5, #6,
#11, and #12 by the Departnent of Health & Social Services
and note #16 by the Al aska Court System and new fiscal notes
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by the Departnent of Public Safety, the Departnent of Law,
the Departnent of Corrections and two new notes by the
Departnent of Adm nistration.

#HB239
HOUSE BILL NO._ 239

An Act establishing a pilot program for a regional
| earni ng center.

LARRY LABOLLE, STAFF, REPRESENTATI VE RI CHARD FOSTER,
expl ai ned that the 21% Legislature through the Legislative
Budget and Audit Comm ttee (LBA) hearings, found indications
of broad support for regional |earning centers. Sever al
communities have expressed interest in creating regional
boardi ng prograns focused on the special interests of their
regi ons.

He noted that the Bering Strait School D strict and the None
Cty School District have been exploring the feasibility of
a cooperative program that would utilize the existing None
Beltz School conplex to devel op and operate a pil ot regional
| earni ng program Both these districts have taken actions
to support the creation of a pilot program and to seek
federal funding to help cover program planning and the
initial operation costs.

M. LaBolle pointed out that a conceptual overview of the
program was contained in the March 20, 2001 letter from Dr.
John Davis, Superintendent of the Bering Strait School
District. [Copy on File]. That letter helps to define and
support the concept proposed in the |egislation.

Representative Lancaster asked if the Department’s report
woul d be available to the Legislature. M. LaBolle replied
that there would be a report avail able. He added that the
program was acconpanied by a sunset clause in order to
review the concept. He noted that the districts had
consented to provide a third party evaluation to the
Department and to the Legislature.

Representative Davies asked if the proposal would be simlar
to the boarding school concept as M. Edgecunbe. \V/ g
LaBol Il e explained that in the proposed program the student
would not be leaving their home village for any extended
| ength of tine. They woul d be |earning independent |iving
skills during short periods of tine away from their hones.
These skills would help the student with the transition from
village |life to larger community |iving.

Representative Davies inquired the tine franme, which the
student would be living in the program M. LaBolle replied
that the initial program would | ook sonething |ike what the
Bering Strait School district has been running but expanded.
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The legislation would expand that program and bring it into
None, where there is a |larger popul ation.

Representative J. Davies spoke in support of the program

Representative Foster MOWED to report HB 239 out of
Comm ttee wth i ndi vi dual reconmendat i ons and t he
acconpanying fiscal note. There being NO OBJECTION, it was
so ordered.

HB 239 was reported out of Commttee with a "do pass”
recoomendation and with a fiscal note by Departnent of
Education & Early Devel opnent #1 dated 4/25/01

#HB198
HOUSE BILL NO. 198

An Act relating to a post-retirenment pension adjustnent
and cost-of-living allowance for persons receiving
benefits under the Elected Public Oficers Retirenent
System and increasing the conpensation of the
gover nor.

REPRESENTATI VE BI LL HUDSON expl ai ned that the proposed bill
had resulted from an effort to contain costs on the nost
extrene cases requiring inequity correction between
retirement benefit <calculations for the Elected Public
Oficials Retirenment System (EPORS) and Public Enployees’
Retirenent System (PERS) nenbers. A statistical review of
EPORS retirees, or their surviving spouses, revealed that
many menbers have or will be receiving a benefit adjustnent
but rather from changes in the salaries or additional
al l owances in the position fromwhich they retired.

The current | anguage concentrates on narrowing the focus to
menbers who have not had any cost of living or other benefit
adjustnents to their EPORS retirenent benefits, as have
their peers who retired under the PERS retirement system

Representative Hudson stated that HB 198 is a fair bill
designed to equalize future benefits only of the few EPORS
retirees and their surviving spouses who have not otherw se
seen any change in retirenent received for their service to
the State of Al aska.

Vi ce-Chair Bunde asked how nany people would be involved
with passage of the |egislation. Representative Hudson
replied five or |ess. He reiterated that the bill was an
i ssue of “fairness”.

Vi ce-Chair Bunde MOVED to ADOPT Anendnent #1. [ Copy on
File]. Representative Croft OBJECTED for an expl anati on.
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Vi ce-Chair Bunde explained that the Division of Retirenent
and Benefits had proposed the anendnent. The anendnent
would Iimt the bill to the five people nentioned.

In response to Representative J. Davies, Representative
Hudson stated that there are only a few who have not
received an increase in the |last years. The | anguage
provided in Arendnent #1 is necessary to isolate those five.
There are approximtely twenty-two EPORS retirees that have

continued their enploynent with the State. Those people
have been receiving their annual cost-of-living increases
under the prograns. The other five have not received

anything for fifteen years and they would be covered under
this bill.

Co-Chair Miulder interjected that the legislation would be
restricted. Representative Davies commented that he did not
want it to be restrictive to only the favorites.
Representative Hudson replied that sone are still under the
EPORS system which has been responsible for those costs.
Initially, there were 35 and now there are five.

GQJY BELL, DI RECTOR, DIVISION OF RETIREMENT AND BENEFI TS,
DEPARTMENT OF ADM NI STRATI ON, explained that the bill was
designed to cover those people that have not received an
increase for fifteen years. Effectively, there are only two
people in that category. The retirenment and benefit 1is
based on the salary of the position that person |ast held.
Those benefits have been fi xed. All other EPORS nenbers
have received sone increase. The increase is based on the
salary and other conpensation of the position that the
person |eft.

Representative Croft commented that it rest on the fact that
the Governor's salary had not been increased since 1983.
The legislation would provide a retirenent benefit roughly
equal to what Governor Hammond woul d have received if he had
gone on to another systemor his salary was raised.

M. Bell replied that the legislation would provide a 75%
change in the Consuner Price Index (CPl) since that benefit
was |ast changed in 1983. The original bill raised the
Governor's salary, which would have effectively increased
the benefit, however, that section was dropped. He added,

Section 2 of the bill guarantees that there is no "double
di ppi ng".

Representative Croft inquired the situation of the other 25-
30 people that are on a simlar track. M. Bell replied

that the general theory behind EPORS was that overtinme and
salaries would increase. He noted that system was based on
the judicial retirement system which is effectively the
sane. The way that it works is that a person’s retirenent
benefit is based on current salary of the position that they
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vacat ed. For the EPORS nenbers that has been nore erratic
and for sone, non-existent. He added that |I|egislative
sal ari es have increased.

M. Bell explained that there was a challenge ballot
measur e, which was di sapproved. There was an option to stay
in. Sone of those people have not yet retired and the

remai nder are drawing benefits for public service.
Di scussion followed between Representative Croft and M.
Bell regarding the history of +the Judicial Retirenent
statute.

Vice-Chair Bunde clarified that the amendnent would only
effect retired persons under the EPORS system M. Bell
interjected that the person would have had to been retired
for at |east 15 years. Representati ve Hudson enphasized
that the bill would provide equal treatnment for the retiree
and woul d bring those few people up to "speed”.

Representative Davies asked if the amendnent would be
excl udi ng anyone. M. Bell stated that the Departnent was
confortable with the anendnent because excluded persons
woul d be eligible for an increased anount at a future date.
He reiterated that there would a benefit at sonmetinme in the
future.

There bei ng NO OBJECTI ON, Anendnent #1 was adopt ed.

Representative Croft MOWED a conceptual anmendnent to the
bill. He stated that the root of the problem was that the
Governor’s salary had not been increased in twenty years.
He suggested that the | anguage indicate that the Governor’s
salary be $100,000 dollars, effective with the swearing in
of the next Governor.

Representati ve Hudson OBJECTED. He comented that the bill
sinply was trying to nake parity and pointed out that there
is a salary bill to address other concerns.

Aroll call vote was taken on the noti on.

I N FAVOR: Croft, Davies, Mses

OPPCOSED: Foster, Harris, Hudson, Lancaster, Whitaker,
Bunde, Mul der, WIIli ams

The MOTI ON FAI LED (3-8).

Represent ati ve Hudson MOVED to report CS HB 198 (FIN) out of

Commttee wth individual recommendations and wth the

acconpanying fiscal notes. Representative Witaker OBJECTED

for further discussion.

Represent ati ve Wi taker voiced concern if equality was being
created with passage of the legislation. M. Bell responded
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t hat t he system had been classified as EPORS
Representative Witaker asked if the three persons who nade
the decision to stay, had been placed into that category
with the option to “opt out”. M. Bell acknow edged that
was correct. Representative Witaker indicated that he
mai nt ai ned hi s objection.

Aroll call vote was taken on the notion.

I N FAVOR: Davi es, Foster, Harris, Hudson, Lancaster,
Mbses, Bunde, WIIlians, Ml der
OPPQOSED: Whi t aker, Croft

The MOTI ON PASSED (9-2).

CS HB 198 (FIN was reported out of Conmttee wth
"individual" recomrendations and with a fiscal note by
Departnent of Admnistration #1 dated 4/16/01 and a zero
fiscal note #2 by the Ofice of the Governor dated 4/16/01.

#HBS3
HOUSE BILL NO 53

An Act establishing the Al aska Seism c Hazards Safety
Comm ssi on.

REPRESENTATI VE JOHN DAVI ES expl ai ned that HB 53 woul d create
a Seismc Hazards Safety comm ssion. The Comm ssion woul d
be situated in the Governor’'s office. The Conmm ssi oner
woul d be established to address pressing needs in providing
a consistent policy framework and a neans for ongoing
coordi nati on of prograns and public safety practices rel ated
to seismc hazards. Current needs are not being addressed
by any state governnent organization. The seism c Hazard
Saf ety Comm ssion woul d encourage | ong-term progress toward
mtigating the effects of earthquakes.

TAPE HFC 01 - 105, Side A

Representative J. Davies enphasized that there should be
people within the State focusing on building code needs
whi ch are cost effective.

Menbers of the comm ssion would be appoi nted by the Governor
to represent the University, various governnental agencies,
as well as nenbers of the public who are know edgeable in
eart hquake hazard mtigation. The Comm ssion would
recommend to the public and governnmental sector goals and
priorities for reducing earthquake effects. The authority
and responsibility of other various state agencies, boards,
councils, comm ssions and/or |ocal governnments would not be
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intended to be transferred to the Al aska Seism c Hazards
Saf ety Comm ssi on.

Co-Chair WIlIlians pointed out that |ast year, the bill had
passed through the House and nmade it to Senate Rules
Comm ttee.

Representative Davies MOVED to report HB 53 out of Conmmttee
wi th individual recommendations and with the acconpanying
fiscal note. There being NO OBJECTION, it was so ordered.

HB 53 was reported out of Commttee wth a “do pass”
recommendation and with a fiscal note #1 by Departnent of
Nat ural Resources dated 3/30/01

#HB43
HOUSE BI LL NO. 43

An Act relating to reinbursenent of certain student
| oans; and providing for an effective date.

REPRESENTATI VE JCE GREEN commented that Alaska is facing a
serious shortage of qualified teachers in both rural and
urban areas. The shortage affects the quality of education
for our young people and jeopardizes their ability to neet
the chal | enges that |ay ahead.

Representative Geen declared that the proposed |egislation
would be a nethod to attract and retain education
pr of essi onal s. In addition to attracting qualified
teachers, it would provide an incentive for individuals to
attend a college or university located wthin the State of
Al aska.

To be eligible for the forgiveness program an individual
woul d have had to:

. Have conpleted 60 credit hours;

. htain a degree or take coursework towards a
teaching certificate or endorsenent from an
in-state college or university;

. Be enployed in the teaching profession at a
public elenentary or secondary school;
. Teach in a geographical area where there is a

shortage or in a subject matter that 1is
undeser ved.

The anount forgiven would be up to 100% on any | oan taken
after the individual had accunulated the 60 credit hours.
He summarized that passage of the bill would ease the
financial burden of post-secondary education, aide the
recruitnment efforts for teachers by making Alaska a nore
desirable place for teachers to stay and earn a living and
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it would nmake significant strides in relieving the current
t eacher shortage in Al aska.

Representative Lancaster questioned the fiscal indication
for FY2001. Representative G een explained that his office
had nothing to do with that.

Representative Croft referenced the fiscal note. He asked
if only students who had gotten their degree from an Al askan
Uni versity, had been captured. Representative Geen
explained that HB 43 does not require a prior degree. He
pointed out that there was a representative fromthe Al aska
St udent Loan Program who coul d better answer that question.

Representative Hudson inquired if the legislation would
bring nore Al askans back to the State in lieu of offering
ot her recruitnment attractions. Representative G een
believed that it would. He suggested that the |egislation
was an additional application in how to get Al aska out of
the current teaching dilemm. He acknow edged that the
program was experinmental. The program would help the State
to focus on teaching, nursing and the engineering fields.
All those fields are in great need of further incentive for
the State of Al aska.

HB 43 was HELD in Committee for further consideration.
#

ADJ QURNVENT

The neeting was adjourned at 11:05 A M
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