HOUSE FI NANCE COW TTEE
January 18, 2001

1: 39 PM
TAPE HFC 01 - 14, Side A
TAPE HFC 01 - 14, Side B
TAPE HFC 01 - 15, Side A
TAPE HFC 01 - 15, Side B

CALL TO ORDER

Co-Chair Mulder called the House Finance Conmttee neeting
to order at 1:39 PM

VEMBERS PRESENT

Representative El don Miul der, Co-Chair
Representative Bill WIlIlianms, Co-Chair
Representati ve Con Bunde, Vice-Chair
Representative Eric Croft

Represent ati ve John Davi es
Representative Carl Mses
Representative Ri chard Foster
Representative John Harris
Representative Bill Hudson

Represent ati ve Ken Lancaster
Representative Ji m Wit aker

VEMBERS ABSENT

None
ALSO PRESENT

Representative G etchen CGuess; Representative Kevin Myer;
Representative Joe G een; Bruce Botel ho, Attorney GCeneral,
Department of Law, Dean Guaneli, Chief Attorney GCeneral,
Crimnal Division, Departnent of Law, Kathryn Daughetee,
Director, Admnistrative Services Division, Departnent of
Law, Dianne Barrans, Executive Director, Postsecondary
Education Comm ssion, Departnent of Education & Early
Devel opnment; Sheila King, Finance Oficer, Postsecondary
Education, Departnment of Education & Early Devel opnent;
Stephanie Cole, Admnistrative Director, Al aska Court

System Chris Christensen, Staff Counsel , Ofice of
Adm ni strative Services, Al aska Court System Bill Cotton,
Executive Director, Al aska Judicial Council, Anchorage.

PRESENT VI A TELECONFERENCE

Marl a G eenstein, Anchorage.

GENERAL SUBJECT(S) :
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Revi ew of Departnents Acconplishnents:

Departnent of Law
Al aska Conm ssi on on Postsecondary Educati on
Al aska Court System

The follow ng overview was taken in |log note format. Tapes
and handouts wll be on file wth the House Finance
Comm ttee through the 22nd Legi sl ative Session, contact 465-
2156. After the 22nd Legislative Session they wll be
avai l abl e through the Legislative Library at 465-3808.

LOG | SPEAKER DI SCUSSI ON
TAPE HFC 00 - 14
SIDE A
000 | Co-Chair Mul der Convened the nmeeting of the House Fi nance
Conmittee.
DEPARTMENT OF LAW
069 | BRUCE BOTELHO, Spoke to the m ssion of the Departnent
ATTORNEY GENERAL, noting that the m ssion was to provide
DEPARTMENT OF LAW | egal services to State government and to

prosecute crime. He pointed out the
handout distributed to Comrttee nenbers.
[ Copy on File].

105 |Attorney Ceneral Expl ai ned that two divisions, the civil
Bot el ho di vision and the crimnal division
acconplish the mssion of the Departnent.

173 |Attorney Ceneral The Human Services section is located in
Bot el ho the civil division. He highlighted the
conponents | ocated in the civil division.

222 | Attorney Ceneral * Transportation

Bot el ho Human Servi ces
Commer ci al

Speci al Litigation

Legi sl ati on/ Regul ati ons
Fair Business Practices
Envi ronnment al Law

Ql, Gas & Mning

Col | ections & Support
Governnental Affairs
Nat ural Resources

St at ehood Def ense

* % %k ok X X F F

*

382 |Attorney GCeneral Further enunerated responsibilities of
Bot el ho each cat egory.
468 | Attorney General Spoke in further detail regarding the
Bot el ho fair business practices, which handles
public utility & oil and gas pipeline
regul ati ons; occupational |icensing; and
post secondary educati on.
517 | Attorney Ceneral Di scussed Statehood Defense and the
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Bot el ho

sovereignty issues including the ANI LCA
chal | enges and the sal nbn treaty.

565

At t orney Ceneral
Bot el ho

Referenced the Crimnal D vision and the
offices associated with that Division.

592

At t orney Ceneral
Bot el ho

* Crimnal Justice Litigation & Legal
Servi ces whi ch enconpasses corrections

| egal services; public safety |ega
services; crimnal justice |legislation;
DW appeal s; viol ence agai nst wonen.

* Speci al Prosecutions & Appeal s division
handl es appeal s; white-collar crineg;
environnental crines; special fish & gane
vi ol ations; Medicaid provider fraud;

wel fare fraud & child support

prosecuti ons.

638

At torney Ceneral
Bot el ho

The Crimnal Division is conprised of the
1st Judicial District, 2nd Judici al
District, 3rd Judicial District & the 4th
Judicial District, each one applicable to
a different area of the State.

694

At torney Ceneral
Bot el ho

Spoke to "who" the beneficiaries of the
Department are. The objective is to
serve the public. Wen prosecuting a
case, the Departnent serves the public.
When in litigation, it is usually to the
benefit of all of Al aska. The Departnent
has very specific clients with priority
for the Executive, Legislative and
Judi ci al Branches. For the nost part,

| egal services are provided by | awers

Wi thin the Departnent, however, sonetines
the services are contracted out.

846

At torney Ceneral
Bot el ho

Revi ewed t he performance outconmes of SB
281 and the O fice of the Attorney
General. He noted the success of the
Ofice in achieving its m ssions should
be neasured by considering the cost of

| egal services to each State agency and
whet her the divisions and the offices in
t he Departnent neet the perfornmance
nmeasures descri bed hereafter.

939

Co- Chair Mul der

Requested a conparative analysis for

t hose nonies spent. The "l ook-back" is
important. He inquired why Departnent of
Corrections had not been included in the
handout .

980

At torney Ceneral
Bot el ho

He expl ained that the charges relating to
that Departnment would be listed in the
crimnal division analysis. He |isted
the costs rounded to the nearest hundred
dollars to each state agency for |egal
services rendered by the Cvil D vision
on behalf of those agencies during
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FY2000. The anounts include the cost of
contract |egal counsel and other costs
external to the Departnent as well as
Law s internal costs.

1010

At t orney Ceneral
Bot el ho

Addressed the Division of Adm nistrative
Services. Adm n Services measures the
cost of the division conpared to
personnel costs for the departnents and
the nunber of late penalties incurred for
payrol |l or vendor paynents, and the
nunber of audit exceptions. He outlined

t he benchmarks of that Division.

1075

At t orney Ceneral
Bot el ho

Di scussed the Gvil Division and the
measure of the nonetary val ue of disputed
oil and gas taxes and royalties received
by the State through court judgnent or
settl enent.

1126

Representative Croft

Asked the how much of the noney owed was
paid to the State.

1176

At t orney Ceneral
Bot el ho

Conment ed that one of the difficulties
when eval uating | egal performance, the

wi n/l oss concept is not an appropriate
measure to |l ook at. The anount recovered
is difficult. Many of the cases have
been in litigation for up to five years.
These nunbers are not a reflection of
what happens in one fiscal year. He
acknow edged that it is a problem around
the country.

1263

Co- Chai r Mul der

Requested that the Subconmttee help in
creating a systemto help determ ne a way
to figure that nunber out.

1280

Representati ve Croft

D scussed the danger in declaring a win
or loss. He recomended that the State
shoul d pick cases that do not have the
wrong incentive.

1320

Attorney Cenera
Bot el ho

Noted the transitions into collections
and support. He indicated that the
measure determ nes the nonetary val ue of
the crimnal and civil judgnents
col l ected, including indigent defense
costs, costs of incarceration for

of fenders convicted of driving while

i ntoxi cated, and other fines and costs
owed to the State. Collections are

consi stent.

1422

Representati ve
Hudson

Asked if the two receipts listed reflect
| ong standi ng di sputed tax issues.

1450

At torney Ceneral
Bot el ho

Advi sed that the old cases are finished.
The receipts reflect only a small backl og
of cases. At this tine, dealing with the
tax audits is what is current. He
suggested that the anmobunt of contention
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i'S narrower.

1494 | Representative Inquired i f the expected funds could be
Hudson predi ct ed by Departnent of Revenue.
1512 | Attorney Ceneral Agreed, adding that the average over tine
Bot el ho produces the receipts fromlitigation.
1537 | Co- Chai r Mul der Asked the outstanding tax settl enent
anmount .
1550 | Attorney Ceneral O fered to research and provide that
Bot el ho i nformation.
1561 | Attorney Cener al Di scussed the tinmekeepi ng and support
Bot el ho measure. The civil division marks the
nunber of new case fil es opened,
categorized by type of case for each year
for the past five years.
1732 | Attorney Cener al Responded to questions regardi ng the
Bot el ho decrease in anmounts collected from State
j udgnent s.
1793 | Attorney Ceneral D scussed the Human Servi ces neasure and
Bot el ho t he nunber of new cases opened relating
to protecting children in the State
agai nst abuse and negl ect and the
casel oad per attorney.
1857 | Attorney Ceneral In FY2000, 695 child protection cases
Bot el ho representing nore than 1,100 children
wer e opened statew de. Noted that
section indicates the placenent of abused
children and that 7% are still pending.
1885 | Attorney Ceneral Di scussed the crimnal division nmeasure.
Bot el ho The intention for that neasure
establ i shes a baseline for the nunber of
violent felony prosecutions; felony drug
case prosecutions and m sdeneanor
donestic violence assault prosecutions.
1969 | Co- Chai r Mul der Comment ed on the danger that only 50% of
the cases that are being tried.
2000 | Representative Geen [inquired if there was so nuch fluctuation
due to the severity of the crine.
2024 | DEAN GUANELI, CHIEF |Stated that as prosecutors, they do not
ASSI STNAT ATTORNEY take into account bed space. \Wen the

GENERAL, LEGAL
SERVI CES SECTI ON,
CRI M NAL DI VI SI ON,
DEPARTMENT OF LAW

jails are full, attorneys nmeet with the
prosecutors, consistent with public
safety. There is a possibility that the
courts woul d take those consi derations
into account. He commented on the
strategy and the circunstances in which
t he decision could be affected. He noted
that the types of crines tend to be nore
al cohol related. The kinds of cases in
rural Al aska tend not to go to trial as
often. It is due to the nature of the
crime and the offenders. There tends to
be nore of a feeling of cooperation.
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2170

Vi ce- Chai r Bunde

Asked about the bail standard and the
advant age for corrections.

2190

M . Cuanel

Addressed the bail concern noting that it
i s always established accordingly.

2220

Representati ve
VWi t aker

Questioned the standard of prosecution in
rural versus urban Al aska.

2236

M . Cuanel

The way that cases nove through the
systemis different in rural Al aska.
There tends to be a | ess of an

antagoni stic relationship. Appropriated
resolution is nore easily reached.

2274

At t orney Ceneral
Bot el ho

Di scussed the O fice of Speci al
Prosecuti on and Appeals, a neasure in the
Crimnal Division for the nunber of new
crimnal cases reviewed for prosecution;
t he nunber of crimnal cases resol ved;

t he nunber of new appeals and petitions
opened; the nunber of appeals and
petitions resol ved; and the average cost
per crimnal case reviewed and the
average cost per appeal or petition
opened.

2325

At torney Ceneral
Bot el ho

Comment ed on the intended changes to the
Departnent. He noted the need for nore
training wthin the Departnent in order
to look at the large institution that

Al aska is and to mnimze the nunber of
conflicts bringing themto early
resolution. Relive some of the work of
the staff.

TAPE HFC 01 - 14,
Side B

DEPARTMENT OF LAW
(conti nued)

050

At torney Ceneral
Bot el ho

Not ed an area of concern and expl oration
regardi ng how t he advocacy to the highest
courts of |and should be done. He
referenced the Court of Appeals and the
US Suprene Court.

154

Co- Chai r Mul der

Asked why the need.

167

At t orney Ceneral
Bot el ho

There exists a need to serve as a
“screen” for |legal purposes and to
provide a level of quality control. At
present time, there exist varying |levels
of ability for witing briefs. He
enphasi zed that the person arguing the
case determ nes the success and that
advocacy at the appellate level is a
different | eague. State government nust
be represented effectively.

302

Co- Chair Mul der

Asked if the State needed that type of
sophi sti cati on.

324

At t orney Ceneral
Bot el ho

Expl ained that the State often appears
before the Suprene Court. |If these
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services were contracted out, that would
be a much greater expense to the State.

398 | Co-Chair Ml der Asked if the State needs nore specialized
focus to enhance w nni ngs.
421 | Attorney General Replied that there could be an
Bot el ho incremental benefit to the State. He
enphasi zed that the issue is inportant to
the State and would inprove the State's
st at us.
470 | Co-Chair Ml der Reconmmended i dentifying the need through
past performance. He thought it could be
possi bl e.
502 |Attorney GCeneral Looked forward to working with the
Bot el ho Conmittee on this concern.
521 | Representative Asked how ot her states handl ed this
Hudson pr obl em
542 | Attorney Ceneral Most of the |larger states have an
Bot el ho appellate unit. The Al aska systemis a
relatively good size for such a
consideration. He pointed out that
Al aska is much nore active in natural
resource conponent than the other states.
631 | Representative Geen |Asked if the Departnent currently has
| awers to handle this.
663 | Attorney Ceneral Advi sed that there are enpl oyees who have
Bot el ho great skill levels. Currently, they are
at their casel oad naxi num
ALASKA POSTSECONDARY EDUCATI ON
760 | DI ANE BARRANS, Addressed the m ssion of the Al aska
EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR, Post secondary Comnmi ssi on Budget Request
POSTSECONDARY Unit to provide postsecondary education
EDUCATI ON financial assistance to Al askans and to
COWM SSI ON, aut hori ze the operation of postsecondary
DEPARTMENT OF institutions in the State.
EDUCATI ON & EARLY
DEVEL OPVENT
917 |Ms. Barrans Di scussed the conpl etion and pl acenent
rate of students attendi ng Al aska
institutions that offer job specific
trai ning prograns; the percentage of
| oans i ssued by the Conm ssion that are
in default and the defaulted | oan
recovery rate.
976 |Ms. Barrans D scussed the key perfornmance measures

i ncl udi ng the nunber of Al aska
comunities with access to nedical
services associated with WMM /UW and t he
per cent age of WMM partici pants who
return to the State to practice nedicine.
She added the nunber of patient visits
provi ded to Al askans through prograns and
physi ci ans associated with the University
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of Washi ngton School of Medici ne WAM
program the nunber of health rel ated
prograns developed in the State at are
associated with WMM /UW and t he nunber
of research projects in or about the
state associated with the UW School of
Medi ci ne WAMM  program

1016

Ms. Barrans

Revi ewed charts on pages 4, 5 and 6.

1052

Representati ve
Davi es

Referred to the nunber of conmmunities
with access to nedical services
associ at ed by WAM .

1113

Co- Chair Mul der

Revi ewed neasures relating to
participants who return to the State on
page 3. He noted that there is a 29%
increase in the nunber of health rel ated
prograns developed in the State that are
associated with WAMM but questioned the
total nunber.

1232

Co- Chair Mul der

Revi ewed the third measure on page 3 -
nunber of research projects in or about
the State associated with WAM and asked
for clarification.

1312

Ms. Barrans

Noted that the default rate is dropping
whil e the repaynent rate is increasing.
Di scussed forgiveness. Fewer than 1 in 4
teachers that go into the program
conplete their degree and return to the
St at e.

1497

Ms. Barrans

Di scussed criteria for the Al aska Teacher
Loan program Participants nust be an

Al askan hi gh school graduate and return
to teach in a rural school. Participants
are not necessarily fromrural areas.

1547

Representati ve
Davi es

Noted that the return rate is tw ce as
high for rural teachers in areas where
the programis active.

1590

Co- Chair Mul der

Questioned if there was approxi mately
$1.7 mllion dollars avail able for the
pr ogram

1601

Ms. Barrans

Stated that the anbunt was not set. There
are a nunber of nom nations from schoo
districts. The nom nations are generally
around 90.

1661

Co- Chair Mul der

Not ed that the nom nations are for 4 - 5
year prograns.

1672

Ms. Barrans

bserved that not every participant
remains in the programfor the entire
time. Stated that a nom nee has never
been deni ed.

1717

Vi ce- Chai r Bunde

Recommended that the drop out nunber be
ascertai ned. He observed that only about
20 percent of the general coll ege
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popul ati on graduates. He concl uded t hat
the |l oan participants are subsidizing the
forgi veness of student | oans.

1766 | Ms. Barrans Clarified that there are al so earnings on
i nvestments. She observed that those that
do not conplete the programand go on to
teach repay their loans with interest.

1806 | Representative Reconmmended that data be collected on the
Hudson nunber of areas that are requesting

t eachers.

1866 | Ms. Barrans Spoke to the Al aska Student Loan
Cor poration |Incone/Loss Trend.

1897 | Vi ce- Chai r Bunde Suggested that the returned dividend fund
shoul d stay in the Conmm ssion. He asked
the default rate 20 years ago.

1935 [ Ms. Barrans Replied 27%

1946 | Representative Li ke the idea of keeping the noney in the

Wi t aker conpany.

1991 | Co- Chair Ml der Spoke to the dividend to be returned to
the state.

2006 | Ms. Barrans Stated that it would amobunt to $4 mllion
dol | ars.

2017 | Representative Green | Asked what caused the contribution to
flatten out.

2038 | Ms. Barrans Replied that this is a bal ancing act.

The intent is to fund their own
activities while | ower rates.

2057 | SHI ELA KING FINANCE | The leveling off resulted from bondi ng
OFFI Cl ER, out. The interest on the assets that
POSTSECONDARY t hey woul d have owned is given out. The
EDUCATI ON bonds that are maturing do not exceed the
COWM SSI ON, anount of cashed being used. There
DEVELOPMENT OF remai ns a significant expense.

EDUCATI ON AND EARLY
DEVEL OPMVENT

2112 | Representative Asked about fluctuating bonds affecting
VWi t aker t he student | oans.

2129 | Ms. Barrans In 1999, there was a decrease in the

|l ending rate. It becane a very
conpetitive environnent. The rate that

t he person pays going into, is not always
the sane rate that they pay com ng out of
the I oan. She spoke to the varying rates
resulting froma healthy econony and
entering the workplace with little

traini ng.

2196 | Vi ce- Chair Bunde Stated that it is typical that a student
graduating with a $40, 000 dol |l ar debt
woul d keep nobst young peopl e from novi ng
forward

2222 | Representative Asked t he nunmber of students that are

Hudson

conpl eting on an annual basis and the
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nunber of issued new | oans.

2239

Ms. Barrans

They do not track that data. 30% of the
annual applicant pool is a newtine
bor r ower .

2296

Ms. Barrans

Addressed the chart illustrating the
accunul ated deficit of fund equity.

TAPE HFC 01 - 15,
Side A

ALASKA POSTSECONDARY EDUCATI ON
(conti nued)

056

Co- Chair Mul der

Stated that the graph indicates positive
fund equity.

133

Ms. King

Commented on the profit rolling into the
retained earnings. Projected that in
2002 there will be a positive retained
ear ni ng.

208

Representati ve
Davi es

Asked about the chart.

226

Ms. King

Expl ai ned that the General Fund noney
given to the corporation in the 90's was
consi dered revenue and hel ped the

Comm ssion to show positive revenue.
That mekes up the general fund dollars.
The trend line is positive.

ALASKA COURT SYSTEM

329

STEPHANI E COLE
ADM NI STRATI VE
DI RECTOR, ALASKA
COURT SYSTEM

Expl ained that the m ssion of the Al aska
Court Systemis to provide an accessible
and inpartial forumfor the just
resolution of all cases that come before
it and to decide such cases in accordance
with the law, expeditiously and with
integrity. She |listed the purposes of

t he courts.

467

Ms. Col e

Expl ained the patterns resulting this
year. Wthin the case |oad there were
many new felonies filed on crimnal and
violent crinmes. Violent crines are a

| arge part of what the Court System does.

591

Ms. Col e

There has been a 9% i ncrease in felony
filings in Anchorage. Felonies cases are
the ones that nost likely go to trial.
Children cases continue to rise. In

Bet hel, children's cases are up 17%
Wthin the donestic side, there continues
to be an increase.

700

Ms. Col e

The focus is to guarantee that cases are
treated fairly and quickly. The Al aska
Court is very concerned with del ay.
There is a constitutional requirenent to
speedy trial. Being brought to trial
within 180 days. |If a defendant is not
brought to trial within that tinme, then
the case is dism ssed through Rul e 45.
She noted that the goal was for 100%
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conpl i ance.

813

Co- Chair Mul der

Wiy is the Al aska Court System was not
listed in SB 281.

847

CHRI' S CHRI STENSEN
STAFF COUNSEL,
ALASKA COURT SYSTEM

The judicial branch is separate fromthe
departnmental concerns. He added that
there are a nunber of constitutional and
statuary nmeasures that predate what the

| egi sl ature and executive branch has been
doi ng.

917

Co- Chair Mul der

Requested that M. Christensen work with
the Subcommittee Chair to acconplish the
concern at hand.

1033

Ms. Col e

Ref erenced Page 5 of the handout. She
noted the anount of noney collected from
the general fund. Page 6. Page 7 -
col | ected agai nst the Pernmanent Fund

Di vi dend.

1130

Ms. Col e

Prior to 1988, Al aska was consistent with
ot her states and thousands of bench
warrants were i ssued and never coll ected.
Currently, there is a judgnent placed
agai nst the person if they do not pay the
bench warrants. She stated that there
has been a renarkabl e difference.

1206

Ms. Col e

Have el i m nated procedures that were not
wor Ki ng.

1221

Representati ve
Davi es

Also elimnated an irritant for many
constituents by focusing on the bench
warrants.

1270

Ms. Col e

Reiterated that the handling well and
expeditiously is the Court’s priority.
The Courts handl e their own procurenent
and conputer systens.

1311

Ms. Col e

However, the nost effort goes into
handl i ng t he casel oad.

1323

Ms. Col e

Qutlined the projects being pursued with

federal funds:

* Drug Courts-reduce recidivismrates
received a three year grant

* Mental Health program - funding from

the Mental Health Trust Authority

* Al cohol Project - uses the drug

Meltrixin and is being assisted by the

Anchor age Downt own partnership.

1549

Ms. Col e

Enphasi zed that people are very excited
by these projects.

1568

Ms. Col e

She noted that there are nore and nore
peopl e comng to court w thout an
attorney. It is also difficult for the
court as the proceedi ngs takes | onger.
The problemrests with the attorney
costs. The Judicial system can get
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rei mbursenent to CSED. That action does
appear in the budget this year as a
transfer from Child Support Enforcenent
Di vi si on (CSED) .

1644

Vi ce- Chai r Bunde

Asked how often the court would order the
per manent fund divi dend gi ven to CSED.

1681

Representative Croft

Stated that the court can "input" incone.

1715

Ms. Col e

Stated that this was not an unconmon
practi ce.

1727

Ms. Col e

Spoke to the stressed court in Bethel,
which is where the caseload is. A
district court judge could be appoint ed.
Unfortunately, there has not been a
qgqualified judge to help.

1765

Vi ce- Chair Bunde

Asked why the Court could not find a
qualified district court judge.

1780

Ms. Col e

Stated that was correct.

1785

Ms. Col e

Voi ced appreciation of construction of
the new court building in Fairbanks.
Establishing the | ast effort.

ALASKA COWM SSI ON ON JUDI CI AL CONDUCT -
ALASKA COURT SYSTEM

1872

WLLI AM COTTON
EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR,
ALASKA JUDI CI AL
COUNCI L, ALASKA
COURT SYSTEM

Expl ai ned the m ssion of the Conm ssion,
whi ch was created by an anmendnent to the
State Constitution in 1968. The

Comm ssion is conposed of three State
court judges, three attorneys who have
practiced lawin the State for at | east
ten years, and three nenbers of the
public. The group of nine individuals
are fromdiffering backgrounds and
geogr aphi cal areas address probl ens of
judicial conduct and disability. Any
person may file a conplaint alleging
judicial msconduct.

1971

M. Cotton

Addressed the unique role of the

Comm ssion and their effectiveness. He
noted that infornation of the Conmm ssion
is made avail able on the internet.

2033

Vi ce- Chai r Bunde

Asked how nany people use the web site.

2047

M. Cotton

Replied that one day there were 50, 000
hits on the web site. It provides an
incentive for the judges to really do
their job. 1t involves accountability.
A good many peopl e use the infornation.

2090

Representati ve
Wi t aker

Asked if there was a guideline to
determ ne the qualifications of the
j udges.

2107

M. Cotton

*Integrity;

e ability to be fair;

* legal ability;

e the willingness to treat people with
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respect;
e to get cases done on tineg;

e wllingness to work hard.
He offered to provide the neno
di scussi ng that concern

2152 | Representative Asked if there was constitutional statute
Wi t aker requi renent.

2168 | M. Cotton Replied that it is in statute.

2179 | M. Cotton Not ed that nmgistrates are not screened.

2186 | M. Cotton Judges have to have been in | aw practice
for several years.

2199 | M. Cotton Counci | makes recommendati ons regardi ng
retention of judges. The Council also
i ntervi ews judges.

2242 | M. Cotton Revi ewed research projects. The Counci
worked with the Crimnal Justice
Assessnent Conmission. Cvil case data is
being collected. Evaluations will be
provided to the Legislature on Drug
Court, Therapeutic Justice prograns.

2321 | M. Cotton Conpr ehensi ve study of the crimna
justice systemw || be conpleted by the
summer of 2002. There is a smal
increment for this study and it is the
only one in their budget.

2355 | Representati ve Questioned if the voters have enough

Lancast er i nformati on on judges.

2367 | M. Cotton Felt that the information was good but
would Iike to see nore.

TAPE HFC 01 - 15, ALASKA JUDI CI AL COUNCI L — AK. COURT SYS.
Side B (conti nued)

022 | Co-Chair Mul der Felt that the information was sufficient.
He enphasi zed that the subjective
eval uation (does this judge think |ike I
do?) is nore difficult to provide.

091 | M. Cotton Stressed that the Council is very diverse
and that |iberal and conservative nenbers
are represented.

122 | Co- Chair Ml der ADJ QURNMENT

The neeting was adjourned at 4:00 p. m
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