ALASKA STATE LEG SLATURE
HOUSE COVMUNI TY AND REQ ONAL AFFAI RS STANDI NG COW TTEE
February 19, 2002

9:30 a.m
COW TTEE CALENDAR
ALASKA NATI VE HEALTH BQARD
TAPES
02-7, SIDE A
CALL TO ORDER
Representative Carl Mrgan, Co-Chair, reconvened the House

Community and Regional Affairs Standing Committee to order at
9:30 a.m [Mnutes pertaining to the portion of the neeting
relating to legislation can be found in the 8 08 a.m mnutes of
the sane date.]

PRESENT

Commi ttee nenbers present were Representatives Meyer, Mirkowski,
Quess, and Kerttul a.

SUMVARY OF | NFORVATI ON

CYNTHI A NAVARRETTE, President/CEO O The Al aska Native Health
Boar d, offered an overview the ANHB's 2002 legislative
priorities. She explained that the ANHB is a statew de Native
heal t h advocacy organization with nenbership including all 638
Conmpact nenbers in the State of Alaska. She announced that she
is present to discuss rural sanitation, runway lights in rural
Al aska, and other concerns such as power cost equalization,
borough formation, nunicipal taxes and other mtters placing
restrictions and additional costs to comunities already dealing
with | ess than desired econom es of scale.

LI NCOLN BEAN, SR., Treasurer, Al aska Native Health Board, spoke
to rural sanitation issues. M. Bean stated his support for
sewer and water funding, and stated his concerns over Little
Davi s- Bacon projects "comng at" rural areas. He cited several
instances of not having water in Kake. He requested the
commttee’'s support for funding of water and sewer facilities.
He concl uded by thanking the commttee for the work it is doing.
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There was di al ogue anbng commttee nenbers and M. Bean on the
regions of the state where "honey buckets"” are in use.

ANDY JI MW, Menber, Al aska Native Health Board, addressed the
problems with landfills and runway |ighting.

There was additional dialogue anbng commttee nenbers and M.
Jimry on landfill problens.

DONNA GRAFFI US, Menber, Alaska Native Health Board, spoke to

| andfill problens in Mentasta. She went on to discuss the
comunities concerns with Mentasta' s water supply. Previ ously
the public water supply was from Fish Creek, above which are two
| arge sinkholes where the mlitary deposited waste. This was
unknown to the community and they are now trying to have core
sanples taken as proof. Anot her dunpsite was found but
apartnents were built on top of it. No environnmental inpact

statenents were done. She infornmed the conmttee that Mentasta
has a popul ation of 125 with 14 confirmed cases of col on cancer.
She would like to establish a connection, but has a tough tine
working with the US. Arny Corps of Engineers. She stated
Mentasta does not drink safe water. Ms. Gaffius spoke in
opposition to SB 48 and SB 186.

FRI TZ GEORGE, Menber, Al aska Native Health Board, spoke on water
and sanitation issues, as well as the need for continued funding
of Power Cost Equalization. He concluded with the need for
continued education of behavioral health.

RI TA STEVENS, Treasurer, Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium
President/CEOQ, Kodiak Area Native Association, stated that
funding for rural sanitation is essential. She related her
personal experiences in traveling with the Denali Comm ssion to
six outlying native villages on Kodi ak I sl and.

DON KASHEVAROFF, President and Chairman, Alaska Native Tribal
Heal t h Consortium expressed opposition to SB 184. He urged the
| egislature to deal with rural sanitation issues before state
funds are depleted. He also urged action on runway |ights. He
rem nded the conmittee that revenues from rural Al aska support
Anchor age.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CO CHAI R MORGAN announced that at the next neeting on Thursday,

February 21, 2002, at 8:00 a.m, the commttee would take up the
Honmer Annexation and HB 358.
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COW TTEE ACTI ON
The commttee took no acti on.
ADJ OQURNMENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Community and Regional Affairs Commttee was adjourned at 10:12
a.m

NOTE: The neeting was recorded and handwitten |log notes were
t aken. A copy of the tape(s) and |log notes may be obtained by
contacting the House Records Ofice at State Capitol, Room 3,
Juneau, Alaska 99801 (rmailing address), (907) 465-2214, and
after adjournnment of the second session of the Twenty-Second
Al aska State Legislature this information nay be obtained by
contacting the Legislative Reference Library at (907) 465-3808.
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