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COWM TTEE CALENDAR

ALASKA NATI VE HEALTH BOARD OVERVI EW REGARDI NG RUNVWAY LI GHTS AND
RURAL SANI TATI ON

TAPES

01-10, SIDE A
CALL TO ORDER

REPRESENTATI VE CARL MORGAN, CO CHAIR reconvened the House
Community and Regional Affairs Commttee at 8:36 a.m

PRESENT

Commttee nenbers present were Representatives WMrgan, Myer,
Hal cro, Scal zi, and Guess.

SUMVARY OF | NFORVATI ON

ROBERT CLARK, President and CEO of Bristol Bay Native Health
Corporation, explained the statewide structure of the Al aska
Native Health Board, including exanples of regional health
organi zati ons. He said the purpose of the Alaska Native Health
Board is to advocate for the health needs of rural Al askans. The
board uses a conprehensive definition of health, which includes
wat er and sewer, infrastructure, prevention, and educati on.

MR. CLARK said he wanted to bring rural Alaska Sanitation
Coalition to the attention of the commttee. He referred to a
handout and went on to discuss the issue, including the scope of
the problem M. Cdark requested the conmttee s support wth
t he Al aska Housi ng Finance Corporation regarding water and sewer
hookups; the corporation has included rural sanitation in their
2002 operating budget request to the | egislature.

REPRESENTATI VE HALCRO and MR CLARK exchanged a series of
questions and answers on rural Al aska sanitation conditions, and
t he speci al environnental and geographic conditions there.

MR. CLARK discussed concerns over federal funding for runway
lights for conmmunities, and turning the airports over to the

comunities who can ill afford their maintenance nowwth l[imted
state doll ars. M. Cark pointed out that less than half the
villages in his region have runway |ights. He related his

experiences with not having lights for Medivac flights.
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W LSON  JUSTI N, Vi ce- Presi dent of the M. Sanford Tri bal
Consortium said the Alaska Native Health Board has a bal anced
view of tribal entities and health organizations in Al aska. M.
Justin noted that he represents sone rather renbte comunities
connected by highways rather than airports. He related that the
problenms in the communities he represents are the sanme as those
communities connected by airports.

MR. JUSTIN spoke to the need for elderly care, specifically the
problens relating to the inability to care for elders who are
ailing, who wish to return from hospitals, or who don't want to
| eave the comunity.

MR JUSTIN reiterated M. Cark’s views on the critical needs for
runway lights in rural Al aska and the inportance of the Rural
Al aska Sanitation Coalition.

REPRESENTATI VE HALCRO and M. d ark exchanged further questions
and answers regarding runway lights and nmaintenance, including
the role of the Alaska Departnent of Transportation & Public
Facilities (DOT&PF) in addressing the problem

MR, JUSTIN comrented on DOT&PF' s organi zational structure and how
this has affected rural airports.

MR CLARK made additional coments on el der care.

REPRESENTATI VE MORGAN asked M. Cdark if the board is working
with the adm nistration on DOT&PF i ssues.

MR. CLARK replied that the adm ni stration has been acconmodati ng,
but the funds and priorities are |limted. M. Cark went on to
mention further problems wth health care, subsistence, and
ment al heal th.

REPRESENTATI VE HALCRO i ndi cated that simlar policy debates exi st
in urban areas, and thanked M. Cark and M. Justin for speaking
to the commttee.

MR. CLARK spoke in support of a state energy policy.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

No announcenents were nade.

COW TTEE ACTI ON

The comm ttee took no action.

ADJ QURNVENT

CO CHAIR MORGAN adjourned the overview at approximately 9:20
a.m The House Comunity and Regional Affairs Standing
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Comm ttee neeting regarding HCR 1 can be found under the m nutes
of the same date but with the tine of 8:08 a.m

NOTE: The neeting was recorded and handwitten |log notes were
t aken. A copy of the tape(s) and log notes may be obtained by
contacting the House Records Ofice at State Capitol, Room 3,
Juneau, Al aska 99801 (mailing address), (907) 465-2214, and after
adj ournment of the second session of the Twenty-Second Al aska
State Legislature this information nay be obtained by contacting
the Legislative Reference Library at (907) 465-3808.
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