ALASKA STATE LEG SLATURE
JO NT MEETI NG
ADM NI STRATI VE REGULATI ON REVI EW
May 1, 2001
4:25 p.m
HOUSE MEMBERS PRESENT
Representative Lesil MQiire, Chair
Representative Jeannette Janes
Representati ve Joe Hayes
HOUSE MEMBERS ABSENT
Al'l nmenbers present
SENATE MEMBERS PRESENT
Senat or Robin Taylor, Vice Chair
Senator Lyda G een
Senat or Ceor gi anna Lincoln
SENATE MEMBERS ABSENT
Al l nmenbers present
COW TTEE CALENDAR
Conti nued Revi ew of New Maricul ture Regul ati ons
PREVI QUS ACTI ON
No previous action to record
W TNESS REGQ STER
No wi tnesses to record

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

TAPE 01-12, SIDE A
Number 0001

CHAIR LESIL McGU RE reconvened t he Joi nt Committee on

Adm ni strative Regul ation Review [recessed on April 24, 2001] at
4:25 p.m Menbers present at the call to order were
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Representatives MQuire, Janes, and Hayes. Senators Tayl or,
Green, and Lincoln joined the neeting as it was in progress.

CHAIR McGU RE expressed the conmttee's intent to remain active
during the interim the commttee is the only oversight and link

to the departnents. Her aide, Jim Pound, wll contact nenbers
to arrange neetings. Some of these neetings may be via
t el econf erence. A letter from Chair McGuire will be circul ated

anong all nmenbers of the House and Senate requesting |legislators
pay particular attention to regulations that conme out pertaining
to their area of expertise or that are pronulgated to carry out
any of their |egislation. She plans to actively engage the
| egislature in [this process] to continue Representative Janes

wor k.

CHAIR MGUJ RE announced there would be no testinony today,
because the committee is well versed in all sides of the issue
of mariculture regulation. The commttee is awaiting a response
to its letter to Lieutenant Governor Umnmer. "The ball is ... in
her court,"” noted Chair McCGuire. She thanked the departnent and
participants for their tinme and cooperation.

Nunmber 0434

CHAIR MGURE noted that she was making new information
[unspecified] available to all participants. She reiterated
there wuld be no testinony, including testinmony via

t el econf erence. She rem nded nenbers that the |ast neeting was
recessed in order to solicit testinony from Steve McCGee and Bob
Pi orkowski of the departnment regarding the policies that had
been carried out. However, both have chosen not to testify as a
result of advice received from attorneys in the Departnent of
Law.

CHAIR MGU RE stated she had chosen not to subpoena them because
she thought that adversarial. There is a process going on in
court, and she is sensitive to those interests. She is,
however, disappointed and knows other nenbers are as well.
Every nenber has a copy of the letter sent to Lieutenant

Governor U ner. She noted that Senator Lincoln was the only
menber who did not sign the letter. The letter addresses sone
serious concerns the conmttee has with the departnent. The

commttee respects the work the departnent has done and that the
public comment period was extended.
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CHAIR McGQU RE indicated that [the signers] have sone concerns,
however, that have not been addressed. One concern is with the

departnment's putting regul ati ons into ef f ect t hat are
probl ematic and that these regulations may result in litigation
and cost the state, taxpayers, and stakehol ders. [ The signers]

believe these regulations do not accurately reflect the intent
of the statute.

Nunber 0702

CHAIR MGJURE recounted that the comittee had expressed
concerns about rate increases at the Al aska Pioneers' Honme to
the Departnment of Admnistration. Those concerns still exist
anong many committee nenbers.

CHAI R M@GUI RE conti nued:

The comm ttee nmenbers believe that it's pretty clearly
outlined in the statute that our intent is not to have
seniors pay the full cost. However, that said, it
does appear that until we solve that overarching
probl em of the [Pioneers'] Hones in general, as to how
they stay financially stable, there really isn't
anything for us to do.

CHAI R Mc@GU RE encouraged nmenbers to think about solutions during
the interim

Nunmber 0849

SENATOR TAYLOR thanked Chair MCGuire for her work as chair of
the commttee. He noted his understanding that the trial was
resolved, and a decision by the court on aquaculture litigation
is being awaited. He said:

| find it shocking that the departnment would be
unwi Il ling to provide those two witnesses .... W have
a public process here so that this legislature can
find out that type of information and use it for the
benefit of the state to correct things that we know or
find that we need to correct.

SENATOR TAYLOR stated he thought it likely to see legislation on
this issue unless it is resolved in such a nmanner that "people
can proceed to do things."

Number 1005
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SENATOR CREEN remarked that the Senate Health, Education and
Social Services Conmttee would be |ooking at Medicaid, the
reaut hori zation of welfare, the certificate-of-need process, and
ot her factors contributing to higher costs in Al aska.
Proj ections show that by 2009, Medicaid alone wll be in excess
of $1 billion in the state. Mny other things could be done if
a solution to health care funding could be found. She stated
her belief that the regulatory side would becone an issue in the
future.

Nunber 1157

REPRESENTATI VE JAMES thanked the chair, conmittee nenbers, and
public for their participation. She offered her opinion that
witing regulations is the worst job anyone has in the
adm nistration. It is controversial, but no one has figured out
how to get around it. She believes there nust be a solution
She continued, "It is a real trial, and who is ... really being
the victimin this case? ... [The victin] is the general public

in this case."
Nunmber 1305

SENATOR LI NCOLN expressed her appreciation to Chair MGQuire for
her willingness to hear from both sides.

ADJ QURNVENT
There being no further business before the commttee, the Joint

Commttee on Admnistrative Regulation Review neeting was
adj ourned at 4:46 p.m
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