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An Act relating to the commission of an offense

or a juvenile delinquency act involving the victim's race, sex…

This bill creates a statute defining "hate crimes" and expanding the groups that are covered under the definition to include sexual 
orientation and economic disadvantage.  It also disallows persons convicted of felony crimes under this provision to receive a 
suspended imposition of sentence.  For misdemeanants this bill would require anyone convicted of "hate crimes" to serve certain 
minimum terms of imprisonment.  A very important piece of this legislation adds juveniles and the requirement of community work 
service and referral to a diversity tolerance program or some sort of work with them and their parents regarding developing respect 
for the ethnic, cultural, and personal diversity of all persons of the state.

It is unclear how many cases of this nature occur annually in the state.  The Department of Corrections is submitting an 
indeterminate fiscal note as we are unsure what kind of impact this might have on offender confinement.  Felony offenses of this 
nature are already defined in statute so this would apply mainly to misdemeanor and juvenile offenses.  


