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	analysis1: Children who have experienced abuse or neglect often present unique challenges to families, and foster parents are frequently required to access a higher level of service, such as special medical or therapeutic care, to meet the needs of the child. The Foster Care Special Needs program reimburses foster care providers for these pre-approved “one-time” goods or services that are not covered by the Foster Care Base Rate program and that are consistent with the child’s case plan. 

Special needs children often require one-time items that assist them in leading normal lives.  Any reductions to this program will reduce the number of special needs children that get served.

Currently the Foster Care Special Needs program is funded in full in the Governor's FY03 Budget 
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request based on the latest projections and if the Legislature approves the Governor's FY03 Budget Request SB 182 would have no impact.  However, we are providing a fiscal analysis to show what would occur if the Foster Care Base Rate program faced a shortfall of 5% and 10% in FY03.

Assumptions:  
• The Foster Care Special Needs program is fully funded in FY03 at 4,294.5; with almost $3 million allocated to special needs payments. 

• A 5% reduction will decrease component funding by $214.7.  

• A 10% reduction will decrease component funding by $429.5.

There are only two choices for reductions in the special needs program; either a cap will have to be placed on how much each child can receive as a one-time payment or DFYS will have to decide that some children will not receive special needs payments.
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