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The Public Defender Agency is concerned about the impact of the provisions of the bill creating Non-domestic Violence Stalking 
Protective Orders.  Violations of these Orders would be class A misdemeanors.  The Alaska stalking statutes (AS 11.41.260-.270) 
are among the most broadly-written in the nation.  See Petersen v. State, 930 P.2d 414 (Alaska App. 1996).  Stalking can be 
charged whenever a person knowingly engages in a course of “non-consensual contact” that places another person in fear.  “Non-
consensual contact” includes things like approaching a person in a public place, contacting someone by telephone, or sending a 
person mail.

Potentially, thousands of people could obtain these Non-domestic Violence Stalking Protective Orders.  Violators could be charged 
with class A misdemeanors offenses.  The Public Defender Agency would be assigned in at least 75% of these cases.  Although 
we cannot say specifically what the impact would be, we are very concerned that there could be a significant fiscal impact resulting 
from this legislation.
   


