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HB 489 adds seeing someone commit animal cruelty, and then knowingly fail to report the crime to law enforcement, to 
the definition of cruelty to animals.  The bill further increases the penalty for cruelty to animals from a misdemeanor to 
a class C felony.

During 2000, the Department of Law got convictions in eight cruelty to animal cases.  Due to the relatively low number 
of these cases, increasing the penalty for animal cruelty to a felony as defined in current law is expected to have a 
negligible fiscal impact on the agency.  However, making failure to report  animal cruelty a felony is expected to cause 
many new referrals for prosecution, which will need to be investigated and reviewed, even if the state cannot ultimately 
prosecute.  While we believe passage of section 2 of HB 489 will increase the department's workload, we have no way 
of reliably estimating the impact.


