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This legislation elevates cruelty to animals from an A misdemeanor to a C felony.  It also broadens the 
elements of the crime to include "failure to provide the necessary standard of care" but removes "and as a 
result, causes the death of the animal or cause severe physical pain or prolonged suffering to the animal".  
Finally, this legislation would make the observation and knowing failure to report a violation to a law 
enforcement agency a C level felony also.

The Department of Law reports that in 2000 there were 8 convictions of cruelty to animals with an average 
sentence of about 10 days.  It difficult to estimate what an average sentence would be if this becomes a 
felony.  There will undoubtedly be additional imprisonment as well as probation supervision imposed.  
While the impact to the Department is difficult to quantify, there will be an impact.  Most 
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troubling is the creation of a new felony for failure to report.  The Department of Corrections has been experiencing an 
overcrowding crisis for a number of years.  Each year, our population increases due to increased sentences, new crimes and 
converting misdemeanors into felons.  This legislation represents all of those things.  We are also facing significant budget cuts.  
Although we cannot quantify the impact, serious consideration needs to be given to amending  the current statutes to add to the 
serious burden that already exists on the criminal justice system.


