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HB 460

HB 460 updates Alaska antitrust statutes consistent with a recent United States Supreme Court precedent to allow the attorney general 
to bring a cause of action on behalf of both direct and indirect purchasers.  Current Alaska statutes allow a cause of action only for 
purchasers who buy directly from the person or manufacturer that violated antitrust statutes.  Because these type of actions typically 
involve civil actions on behalf of numerous persons and sometimes on behalf of numerous governmental entities, the bill provides for 
proof of antitrust damages by way of statistical methods consistent with federal law.  The bill also removes the current requirement in 
the antitrust statutes that any antitrust plaintiff must prove willful conduct before a court may award treble damages.  Federal law does 
not have this requirement, encouraging plaintiffs to resolve issues important to Alaska businesses and consumers in federal court, 
rather than state court.     

These are actions the attorney general pursues under current law, and increasing the number of purchasers represented in those 
actions is not anticipated to increast costs for the Department of Law.   Revenues associated with passage of this bill will depend on the 
number and complexity of actions brought by the attorney general in any given year and are too speculative to quantify.


